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Qualitative Data Analysis in a Participatory Action Research:
Field Experience

Pranee Potisocok

ABSTRACT

This article describes methods for qualitative data analysis during the early
stages of a study in developing a model for local curriculum construction, which
emphasizes collaboration with community. It consists of two main parts. The first part
is the initial step in data analysis. It begins with alternative ways of coding which
are: creating codes prior to fieldwork or waiting for the field notes to suggest more
inductive coding. This part proceeds through check-coding, contact summary sheet,
illustration with coded themes, reflective remarks and memo. The second part focuses on
the data display. Some graphic organizer formats, matrices and networks, are applied
to present information in more concrete ways to aid describing, explaining and conclusion
drawing. This part begins with ways to study events, understand the context by using
context chart, time- ordered matrix, and critical events chart. These displays help the
researcher to summarize; begin to see relationships among events, themes, patterns,
cluster; write analytic text that clarifies the findings. This analysis activity forms an
interactive cyclical process among data collection, reduction, display and conclusion
drawing/verification. Moreover, in cross case studies, these data displays help deepen
comparisons, bring about insight and concrete understanding in writing research reports

and more systematic work, especially in team research.
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