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This study focused on the AIDS virus carriers living with their
family and their communication behaviour as well as factors affecting their
relationship. Results of the study will be suggested to the Thai government in

order that urgent and better policies will be made.

Half of AIDS virus carriers under this study still live with their
spouses and other immediate family. The rest of them who did not live with
their families left home due to their necessity and other reasons not related

to illness.

Most of unmarried subjects did not tell anyone about their AIDS in-
fection since they are  afraid of being stigmatized and some did not want to
terrify others.There was no report of any risk behaviour in their family life.
Those who are married informed their spouses about the infection. They live a
normally live without discrimination and their spouses also support them
physically and psychologically. However, half of them admitted that they some-
time forget to use a condom in their sexual intercourse.

Although they are anxious, they did not isolate themselves from
others. But they did not interact with someone else suffering from AIDS. As a
result of their suffering, they would like to do something useful to the

society.

Newspaper is the most preferred media of the AIDS victims and their
family, but the first media from which they can get AIDS information is tele-
vision and the second is personal agents such as social workers and friends.
When taking the test about their knowledge of AIDS,it is found that most of
the AIDS victim family understand general and essential information needed for

living with the AIDS victims.

The most important factors that keep the AIDS victim families together
were the beliefs that : when there is no symptoms, there is no disease ; it is
better to have AIDS than to be drug addict ; love and understanding; knowledge

in AIDS prevention and living with the AIDS victims,
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