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KITTIPONG KASEMPONG : CAPITALIST IDEOLOGY AND IMPACT ON FARMERS IN
A CENTRAL THAT VILLAGE : A CASE STUDY OF NONG PHAK CHI NUA VILLAGE,
SARABURI PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PRO. AMARA PONGSAPICH,
Ph.D. 165 pp. ISBN 974-582-413-5

The study attempts to understand the socio-economic change,
adaptation, and change in values of the farmers, resulted from the
government policy and the adoption of Capitalist ideology.

The study found that since the implementation of the First National
Economic Plan in 1961, the government promoted the development of the
agricultural sector by introducing modern technology such as fertilizer and
tractor to increase productivity. Traditional values in maintaining the
social relationship through labour exchange decrease in importance and have
been replaced by wage compensation which is a form of monetary cnd material
values.

In addition, the promotion of export policy in 1972 resulted in the
- expansion of industries to the rural areas, especially the ceramics industry
established in Nong Khae District, Saraburi Province. This is seen in the
movement of labour from agricultural sector to industrial sector. The
outcome is seen in new occupational values. The young generations prefer
to work in the industries instead of remaining farmers.

Apart from the agricultural and industrial development, the
government also encouraged community development activities, especially the
improvement of infrastructures, such as road, electricity etc. But the
availability of roads open a new channel and resulted in the expansion of
consumerism which spurred the farmers to make more money to buy various
goods. 'Money is the measure of individual achievement. At: the:same time,
pattern of behaviour imitating the western culture has replaced the
traditional culture. Thus, the traditional customs and ceremonies of
community are being ignored and are disappearing.

However, the state policy on community development has been used by |
local power group to benefit from community development projects. At the |
same time, the farmers become the political base for the local power group
who are related to the political party at the provincial and national level.
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