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4 The main objectives of the research are to study the influences of
newspaper!headllnes on readers' attention, interpretation, and perception of
credibility and to trace such influences on readers with different reading
habits and reading amounts.
| |

ﬁhe experiment and quasi-experiment were conducted with a total of
1168 Chulalongkorn undergraduates from nine faculties. 84 females and 84 males
were instructed to read and trace the text on four news stories printed on
‘a tabloid page. With this process tracing method, readers' attention could
'be measured on the spot and readers were then categorised as thorough, casual,
‘and superficial readers. After they finished reading the news, they were
‘asked to interpret the stories in terms of fact and judgement by answering
'a set of multlple—ch01ce questions. Then they were required to rate their
credlblllty towards the stories from the eight palrs of semantic differential
scales. f

T-test was used to test all research hypothesis at a statistical
significance 0.05. Results demonstrate the ambiguious and exaggerated
headlines drew readers' attention more effectively than their counterparts,
while inaccurate andaccurate headlines did not do any significantly different
job. All the three problematic types of headlines did not have significantly
dlfferentllnfluences on readers' interpretation and perception of credibility.

X

However, tested at .05 using Dunn's procedure, rough readers, who
'did not read the stories thoroughly, interpreted the fact of the news which
'had ambiguious and exaggerated headlines significantly less correctly as
‘compared to those with correct ones.

|

Also, the exaggerated headlines had significantly more influences
on the news credibility of the readers who usually spent less than 15 minutes
‘reading the newspapers than those who spent more than 30 minutes a time.

|
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