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_ The objective of the study on the relationship between media exposure
and information concerning AIDS knowledge and preventive behavior in 312 ;
prostitutes and male homosexuals in Bangkok is to evaluate the dissemination
of AIDS information of the Ministry of Public Health, mass media and private
organizations. The results from this will lead to the improvement of the
project's communication.

The summarized results are as follows 3

It was found that newspaper came first in terms of media exposure
on general message among the interviewees, followed by friends, television
and video respectively. With respect to media exposure on AIDS, newspaper
was also found to be on the top list media exposure on AIDS while friends,
television and radio followed respectively.

All interviewees had heard or known abput AIDS before. When asked
what the disease was, how it was transmitted and who were in the high risk
group, they could answer correctly. Moreover, they also knew that condom
was one of the recommended methods of protection. Most could not, however,
explain the symptoms when the syndrome occurred. Relating to protective
behavior on AIDS, the condom was not widely utilized, despite its useful-
ness, because the partners did not like.

Asked if being infected with the disease, what would they do ? Most
interviewees. would consult doctors and would practice sexual abstinence.
Some said they still did not know what to do while very few claimed to
continue their sexual activitiese.

The relationship between demographic, economic, social factors and
media exposure, preventive behavior on AIDS are as follows 3

The finding revealed that higher levels of education were positively
associated with all types of media exposure on both general message and AIDS
knowledge. Furthermore, it also demonstrated the inverse relationship

between higher age and the exposure from £ilm and video on general message
‘as well as the exposure from relative on AIDS knowledge. :

\ Concerning the relationship between media exposure on general message
as well as AIDS knowledge and knowledge concerning AIDS and preventive
behavior, it was clearly shown that the exposure from newspaper on general
message and AIDS knowledge yielded the most jinformation to the interviewees,

by which radio and printed matter followed respectivelye.

The best medium was, in terms of préveﬁtng behaviqr,'in;erpefsdnéi
medium (friends, partners and relatives) and video was the second. '
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