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2 ~/ABSTRACT

&4 ;
It has been widely recognized that the Association of

/]2 eyl d
Southeast Asian Nati6nsg (ASEAN) has achieved an impressive progress

AV NN, ™ .
towards trade and economic cgoperation among its member countries

Losimas "/

since the Bali Summit iéffébiﬁé}&,ll976° The Summit was pegarded
0 : =

as a major breaktﬂég#ghin trade 5@9 economic cooperatton since the
establisﬁment of tH;kAssociation in 1967, following the Bangkok
Declaration singed by Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore,
and Thailand. The most important outcome of the Summit was the
institutionalization of economic cooperation, witnessed by the
establishment of the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, and the setting
up of a very important machinery : the Meeting of Econamic Ministers

which has kept the process of trade and economic cooperation

going.

Recognizing the significance of ASEAN trade and economic

cooperation as a means of accelerating trade and economic growth,



Thailand has actively participated in various discussions and
negotiations to lay down rules and quidelines for such cooperation,
and has entered into several trade and economic agreements. How
much these agreements will contribute to the Thai economy depends
very much on the economic situation in Thailand at the present time

and the ability in implementing her economic development programme

in the future.

The important points covered in this thesis concern ASEAN'S
trade and economic relations with third countries or groups of
countries, On several occasions the Heads of Government agreed that
economic cooperation with these countries, notably the European
Economic Community, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, the United States
of America and Canada be further intensified and expanded primarily

for mutual benefit of ASEAN.

This thesis attemps to analyse ASEAN trade and economic
cooperation, viewed from the perspective of the Thai economy. Firstly,
it reviews trade and economic interdependence of Thalland with other
ASEAN countries. Secondly, it reviews trade and economic agreements
which have been concluded until this date. Finally, And finally,
evaluation of the impact on trade and economic agreements to Thailand,
Special attention will be given to trade and other economics such
as industrial cooperation, agricultural cooperation, financial cooper=-
ation, investment promotion cooperation, fairs and exhibition of
commodities cooperation and cooperation in basic commodities, etc.,

and a review of prospect for cooperation and the proper way of -

Thailand to take in the future.



The world economic and politic problems which prevail at
the present time initially create an impact to the stability of
the ASEAN'S member countries. Therefore, trade and economic
cooperation at present as well as in the future will be a corner-
stone with which these countries would be able to attain the goal
of realizing this area the Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality

in Southeast Asia.
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