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ABSTRACT

Four ancient Thai fighting swords from the Bangkok National
Museum and iron ore from Kao Tab Kwai, Lopburi were studied by neutron
activation analysis, metallography and chemical analysis.

The results of these scientific studies show that all of these
four swords are made of plain carbon steel, containing trace elements
which have no effect on the physical and mechanical properties of the
steel.

The trace elements which were found in the iron ore are quite
similar to those found in one of these swords. This means that the

jron in one of the swords may have come from ore found at Kao Tab Kwai,

lopburi.
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