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Thesis Title Methods, Texts, and Supplementary
Materials Used in Teaching English

Writing at the Teachers College Level

Name Miss Charassri Wattanasak

Department of Secondary Education

Academic Year 1971

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to investigate the
methods, texts, and supplementary materials used in teaching
Enpglish writing at 4 teachers collepes -- Suan Dusit,
Pranakorn, Bansomdej, and Suan Sunantha Teachers Colle(es;
and to find out the hipgher certificate English majors'ability
to write Inglish after having been taught by using these

various methods, texts, and supplementary materials.

To achieve these purposes, the following tasks were
carried oute First, questionnaires were sent to 10 IEnglish
writing teachers at 4 teachers colleges; the returned
questionnaires were tabulated and analysed by means of
proportion, Second, 120 higher certificate English majors, 30
from each college, were randomly selected and tested to find
out their ability to write English. The mean scores of each
college were calculated separately and then compared by using
the analysis of variance and the Duncan's New Multiple Range

Test.



Some of the major findings are as follows:

1o Most English writing teachers are female and between
the ace of 25 - 30, Half of them are Thai government officials
while the others are Peace Corps Volunteers and a Canadian
University Service Overseas Volunteer. Their educational back-
ground is from D.A. to M.A. and most of them took English as
their major or minor subject during their undergraduate yearse
Most of the teachers have 1 = 5 year experience in teaching
English writing and while teaching at the teachers colleges
they have participated in both in-service training and seminars

in teachinpg English as a foreipgn lanpguage.

2« They use one of the following books as English 13

text: D.H. Spencer: Guided Composition Exercisesi Sandra E, Carr

and others: Basic lWiriting Review ; Pegpy Berpg: Writing Wopkhook;

Jean Praninskas: Rapid Review of English Grammarj or Petch

Artmann: Udorn Materials. The text for English 20 is one of the

following: Je¢D. llcaton: Composition through Pictures; Peggy Derg:

Writing Workbook; or Petch Artmann: Udorn Materialse. Desides
the text, most teachers give their students supplementary

exercises from L.G. Alexander: Guided Composition in English

Language Teaching; DeH. Spencer: Guided Composition Exercises;

or J.B. Heaton : Composition throurh Pictures, Furthermore,

most teachers used Robert Lado: Language Teaching: A Sceintific

Approach as a reference for teaching English as a foreipgn

languapge; D.l. Spencer's Guided Composition Exercises, and

Sandra E. Carr'and others'Basic Writing Review are used as

references for teaching English writing.



3, All teachers use the so-called "controlled writing"

method and in teaching writing, most teachers ask their
students to do the followings fill in the blanks with various
kinds of words to construct a sentence/ paragraph/ composition;
write a paragraph/ composition on a given topic both in class
and at home; rewrite a given sentence/ paragraph/ composition
by substituting certain words or structures for the ones in
the original textj and continue a story from a given topic

sentence or beginning paragraphe

L, Oout of 430 total points, the means of abillity in

each college are® 25790, 257.90, 268.73 and 299.97.

5. The English writing ability of the students in the
fourth collegce was significantly diffcrent from the first,
sccond, and third collcges and was the highest while there
was no significant difference in English writing ability of

the other 3 collegess

Suggestions
1. The English section should test the students'

ability before allowing them to be English majors.

2+ The English scction should divide English majors
into small groups about 20 = 25 when teaching English major

subjectss,

3, In tcaching English writing, the teachers should
take the following points into consideration: how to choosc
the topic/ subject to be written onj how to prepare the

students; how to usc techniques and exercises in teaching



English writingy and the availability of refercnce books and
supplementary materials on teaching English writing. Detailed
suﬁsestions on the above considerations are proposeds. An
annotated bibliography of books and articles on teaching English

writing as a foreign language is also includede
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