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ABSTRACT

The [urpose of the study is tbifihd out the pattern of
childspacing of Thai ufbaﬁVOUHén and soﬁe~socio-e00nomic and demographic
factors affecting that pattern. The data used are the primary data of
the Longitudinal Survey of SQCxal,AEconomlc and Demographic Change in
Thailand conducted by the Institute of population Studies, Chulalongkorn

e x-v-"

University in 1970. Selected data Ebr‘fhe study based on birth history

or pregnancy record oa eaqh wuman and sgmg ef socio-ecconomic varxables.
The eligible women are currently marrled, age at 15-49, having at least
on child ever born. The results indicate that more than a half of women
in the present study'give their first birth within one year after marriage

The proportion of having birth within one year is decreased from second

through fifth birth. In most populations, demographic variables are

amony the most important factors affecting birthspacing. When we 3
relate each of demographic variables separately to the birthspacing

the results has revealed that the spacing of birth varies by age of

women at giving birth, the birth interval tends to be short in young
age group of women and long in older age group. In addition, the birth

interval between marriage and first birth is shorter than the successive



ones. The additional children wanted and the desire family size are
related to the birth interval at later order of birth but no relation-
ship with carlier order of bith was found., With four living children
6r nmore, vomen who-either want few children or don's want any additional
children have shorter spacing of birth than women with large number of
children wanted or want additional children.

In this study, three variables of soéial factors were examined,
there are education of women and husbané, and the place of resident.
tthen education of women is introduced iﬁ ieveals that women with lower
education have shorter childspacing than women with high education at
the first till third birth. Reverse results obtained at the fourth
and the fifth. Longer birth interval for the fourth and the fifth
births characterize all women with higher education. It can be
explained that educated women tend to-marry late, having shorter
spacing ﬁntil the third birth; and using birth control techniques for
spacing after thev have enough children. Taking the education of
husband to account, the results of the analysis indicate that the
pattern is consistent with the education of women. In terms of place
of residenf, Bangkok and other urban, it was found that in general,
childspacing tends to be longer in Bangkok than other urban areas.

The economic factors utilizing in this study are occupation
and work after marriage of women and the occupation of husband, the’
finding of these variables are as following; women who work in pro-
fessional occupation give their first till third birth with shorter
birth interval than other working women. These finding are consistent

with the result of the occupation of husband. In addition, women who




‘“ ~ worked after marriage also started to get longer spacing at the fourth 3
to the fifth births as compare to those who never work.

In this study, several socio-economic and demographic variables

- ¥ - vere expected to have some in’fii:ence on pattern of child spacing among
. Thai urban vomen. The results of the study of these viriibles can be
) concluded that childsgacing{‘%j‘ q#%l/y affected by demographic
‘ factors. @ith respect to the fact ﬁn«g, it is difficult to 2
' generalize that the higbef/ -\»ecoxbmi:c\level should have more PR,
s

‘5%*}1 tn:m “the lower socio-cconomic

1

* ' of their children. : : - PN
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