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ABSTRACT

Rice is an agricultural product that is economically impor-
tant to Thailand. Apart from being consumed as food, as animal's
feed and being used in industry, it is also an export product that
brings in an, enormous amount of income. At present, the production of
rice which is the staple food of Thailand has hardly risen i.e. the
average increase is only 2.0% per year but the increase in population
is about 2.1% per year. If the land set aside for growing rice and
the production of rice per rai is as it is in the present, not only
would Thailand lack rice to import but there might be a shortage of
rice within the country. Therefore an analysis of the demand and
supply of rice in Thailand would be very valuable for planning and
deciding on the best policy in increasing rice production and/or

reducing population growth rate.



It éan be concluded from the analysis that demand or consump-
tion of rice as food has the tendency to increase at a decreasing
rate. This is because population growth rate has slowed down, there-
fore, the increase in consumption of rice can be classified as "modi-
fied exponential". Production of rice which depend upon the size of
land is also increasing rapidly due to the fact that more land is
being used to grow second crop. If land use for rice growing is
limited to 75,000,000 rai which is the amount of land held in owner-
ship by all the farmers in Thailand, and the average production power
is 259 Kgs. per rai (the present precduction rate, production power
will increase to 19,049,311 tons in BE. 2534, Comparing the demand
- and supply of rice in Thailand, it is clear that in BE. 2558, they
will be equal. So before this time, production of rice per rai should
be increased, the amount of rice growing land expanded or second crop
should be encouraged or population growth rate should be reduced so
that Thailand would have enough rice for consumption in the country and
enough left for export which would constitute a source of income for

the country.
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