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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the attitude of
the Northeastern‘Thais toward: Vietnam : A comparative study of
provinces with end without the Vietnamese refugees. The research
is divided into two partsw. The firet part is to study the level
of the Northeastern Thais'! knowledge about Vietnam, the second part
is to study the attitude of the Northeastern Thais toward: Vietnam,
which ie devided into three aspects; the Vietnamese Refugees, the
Vietnamese aggressive behaviour and the relationship between Thailand
and Vietnam. The sampling groups in this study are the population
in Nakhorn Panom and Maha Sarakham provinces, with a total number
of 1259. The method used in this research is the Multi stgge sampling.
The variables taken into considerations in this research a;e the
presence of the Vietnamese refugees in two provinces, sex, age,

educational level, and occupation of the sampling groups of the



?are instrumental for collecting

¥)

data, and statistical method comprising square test, percentile and

said provinces. Questionnaires

coefficient of contingency for analysis.

The study produced the following resulte :

1. The level of knowledge of the populatioﬁ in the two
provinces about Vietnam divided by sex, age, educational level,
and occupation is generally good. The population in Nakhorn Panom
province have more knowledge about Vietnam then those in Mahasarakham
province. |

2. The majority of the said population generally have negative
attitude toward Vietnam. /The population in Nakhorn Panom province
have more negative attitude toward Vietnam than those in
Mehasarakham proiyince.

* 3. The majority of the seid population generally have
negative attitude toward —the Vietnamese refugeess The population
in Nakhorn Panom prot¥ince have more negative attitude toward the
Vietnamese refugees than those in Mahasarakham province.

L. At the 0.05 level, the difference in sex is not a major
factor in the population's attitude toward Vietnam. The male
generally has little more negative attitude toward Vietnam than
the female.

5, It is found that the difference in age is not a major
factor in the said population's attitude toward Vietnam : age
correlation is at the 0.05 level. Those sixty-year-old and over
in Nakhorn Panom province have the most negative attitude toward

Vietnam while those with the same attitude in Mahasarakham province



are between 40-59 years old. Those €) years of age and over in
Nakhorn Panom province generally have the most positive attitude
toward: Vietnam; the population in Mahasarskhem province are between
25—39‘years old.

6. The difference in educational level presents no major
discrepency in the attitude of the population in the two provinces
the education correlation is at the 0.05 level. The population in
Nakhorn Panom province with the educational level of pratom 4 or
lower approximately havelthb yegative attitude toward Vietnam, but
those in Mahasarakham province are between M.S./ and under graduate
level. In Nakhorn Panofn, the population who have‘the most positive
attitude toward Vietnam,ére graauate or equivalent while those in
Mahasarakham are between msteyom 1-6.

7. At the level of 0:05, Occupational differences present
no significant distinctien in thir”attitude toward Vietnem., The
labourers in both provinces epproximetely have the most negative
attitude toward  Vietnam. In Nakhorn Panom province, eivil servants,
and professional workers have the most positive atititude toward
Vietnam but those 4n Mehasarakham are soldiers and poliéemen.

8. Approximately, the maiority of the population in the two
provinces, divided by sex, age; educational level and occupation,
support the restoration of the relationship between the two countries.
This possibly come from the Thai government's changing foreign policy
towards Vietnam after the end of the Vietnam War, and from the

co-operation of two countries in developing the cordial relationship.



By studying the attitude of the northeastern Thais in the
two provinces toward Vietnam, sepersted into the attitude toward:
the Vietnamese refugees, the Vietnamese aggressive behaviour end
the relationsiip between Thailand and Vietnam, the findings reveal
that the msjority of the population in the two provinces generally
heve negative attitude toward the Vietnamese refugees and the
Vietnemese aggressive behaviour; especially the population's
attitude in Nekhorn Panom ig the mo;t negative. On the contrary,
it is found that the majority of the population in the two provinces
are positive toward the relatioﬁship between Thailand and Vietnam,
Or it can be said that they support the restoration of the cordial
relatlonshlp with Vietnam; the populatlon in Mahasarakham province

have the most positive attltude toward this development.

The result &f this ras_\éarch shoug’that the majority of the
Northeestern Thais idlbhe two provinces hove negative attitude or
bad opinion toward Vietnam. Therefore, it's the government's
responsibility to correct these defects immediately, especiélly
the problem of the Vietnemese refugees in Theiland. The successful
improvement of the relationship in various sections will improve
the attitude of the people in the two countries. Moreover, it will
be a positive reflection to the two government's co-operation in
politics, economics, social end culture, including the successful
solution of the conflicts which ultimetely will be very useful for

our own nation.
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