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4BSTRACT

"Bangkok Metropolis'" is the capital of Thailand.

It has a special;f;rm of local administration which can trace
its gradual development back to the 5th Reign (King Chulalong-
korn's Reign), when its status was that of a region under the
jurisdiction of the S AuRkitan Ministry. It then evolved
into the Bangkole§nifrar?'Diéprict, into the Bangkok City
Municipality int; tﬁéhéaﬁiggl Municipality. and Finally into
the Bangkok Metropolis with its administrative body called the
Bangkok Metroﬁolitan Administration (BlMA) in accordance with
Revolutionary Farty's Announcement No.335. Its structure and

functions were again changed by the Bangkok Metropolitan Ad-

ministration of B.E.2518, which is still in force today.

Until now the Bangkok lMetropolitan Administration has
not arrived at a permanent form of government and administra-
tion yet, for minor changes have heen effected to its inner
structure several times to adjust it to social and political

changes which take place from time to time. For example,



%

the BMA Governor is now appointed, not elected as before.

At present it can be said that the Dangkok e tropolitan
Administration is faced with mounting problems, both from within
and from witaout. From without, there are problems regarding
how to adequately serve the people residing in metropolitan
areas. From within, there are problemrs connected with its adm-
inistrative work. Thus the people now eantertain an idea of
reforming the form of government of the Bangkok l"etropolitan
Administration by changing it intoc the lletropolitan Minisiry,
or the Metropolitan Juredu, or separating it into the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administfation’ and the Thonburi Metropolitan
Administration. 3ut’/until now no any conclusion has been

reached yet.

The Bangkok Metropolitan Léministration in its present
structure is likely fo be ablg to/ solve all the problems in
the metropolitan areas'effectively if all its agencies are
improved to make them more suitable to their functions, if its
policies or work objectives are clearly established, and if its
relations with the Government (the VMinistry of Interior) are
redefined to give it greater freedom and flexibility in its
administration. Farticularly, the 3BMA CGovernor should be
elected in accordance with the principles stipulated in the
Sangkok Metropolitan Administration Act of 3,E.2518, thus
upholding the principle of local administration ﬁith the people

being responsible for the administration of their own locality.
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