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ABSTRACT

A cause of the problems in the political development of
Thailand is the lack of7p61itica1 cognition among people in
general as well as csllpge students and rural youthss Realiming
that rural youths espegially, thé rural youth leaders, are a very
important political potential and also the majority of the population,
the writer of this thesig decided to study the problem of political
cognition among rural youlh leaders. The pgroup of subjects under
study consists of VQ;un;ear youth leaders who were taking a train-
ing course, organized by The Youth Reomelion Office at the Northeast
Youth Training Center in Khon Hkan Province during April 20 - July
9, 1976. The data were collccted through the questionnaires given
to the rural youth leadcrs and additional interviews. The purpose
is first to find out whether the rural youth leaders have political
cognition of system as genernl object, input objects, output objects,
and self as object. It is also aimed to find out if sexual and educa-

tional levels affect their political cognition. The study is done

according to the concept of Gabriel A, Almond, Sidney Verba and



Binghem G. Powell, Jre concerning political culture. All the 12

hypothesis are also leaded on the same theoretical framework.

1. Hypothesis 1 ~ 4 ere that most rural youth leaders do not
have political cognition of system as general object, input objects,

output objects and self as objecte

2. Hypothesis 5 = & rcre that male rural youth leaders habe
better political cogniﬁion"cf 21l political objects that female

rural youth 1eaders;

3. Hypothesis 9/-/12 are that rural youth leaders have a
tendency to gain better political cognition with their better

educatione

The result of the study shows that hypothesis 1 - 4 are
not accepted, Most rural'youth leaders hove good politicel cogni-
tion of all the political objects, system as general object, input
objects, output objects and sclf as object. Hypothesis 5 = 12
are accepted.Sex and educctional background can affect the rural
youth leaders political cognition of there political objectss Male
rural youth leaders have better political cognition these political
objetbts and these rural youth- leaders will find tetgainpbétterapolitical

cognition of these objects as they have better educatione



The result of the study is a good indication that political
problems in Thailand can be decreased. This is because if rural
youth leaders have a more active participation in politics in the
future, the government on the lecal as well as the national level
will be more successful. The study shows that rural youth leaders

tend to have good political cogniticn}

There is an indication that these youth leaders have better
political cognition of the political objects that most rural youths
and people in general. Besides, these rural youth leaders tend to

have greater civic competence than even college studentse

Moreover, the result of the study also supports the theory
that political attitudes are dependent on political socialization

through the socialization'prqcess as well as political situationse

There are still many topics which require further studies and
considerations One such topic is the affection and evaluation of
political syatems. Another is how much then political attitude is
affected by the socialization processes though the family, schools
and religions. Another topic of interest is how much difference
exists between the political attitudes of rural youth leaders in a
political condition under démocracy and dictatorshipe In addition
to that, the question of how education has more influence on the

political cognition of males than females is of equal interest.,
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