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Thesis Title Stereotypes of Various Nationalities as

Perceived by University Students

Name Mr. Tuantheong Chaowakeeratiphong
Thesis Advisor Associate Professor Chaiyaporn Wichawut, Ph.D.
Department Psychology
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the
sterectypes of various nationalities as perceived by university
students. The subjects consisted of 410 undergraduate students
from five universities: Kasetsart, Thammasat, Mahidol, Silpakorn
and Chulalongkorn. The questionnaire used as the instrument
for this study consisted of a list of 20 nationalities and 20
semantic differential scales. The procedures for data analysis
were analysis of variance and factor analysise The research

findings were as follows:

1, The Japanese, the English and the Americar were
perceived to be the most salient stereotypes whereas the
Indonesian, the Libyan, the Czechoslovakian and the Rumanian
were perceived to be the least salient stereotypes,

2. The scales were greouped into three major factorse
The first factor included the following scales: hardworking-

lazy, intelligent-unintelligent, progressive~backward, aoctive-



passive, rich-poor, clean-dirty, strong-weak, brave-coward,
and happy-sad. The second factor included the following
scales: honest-dishonest, kind-cruel, polite~impolite, generous-
selfish, rational-irrational; cool-tempered-hot-tempered, and
peaceloving-belligerents The third factor included the
following scales: capitalistic-communistic, and democratic=-
dictatorial,

3+ The nationalities were divided into three groups
as follow: a) the first group included the nationalities
considered rich, progressive and capitalistic, namely, the
Australian, Bnglish, American, French, New Zealander,
Singaporean, West German and Japanese; b) the second grouped
included the nationalities considered communistic, dictatorial
and hardworking, namely, the North Korean, Russian,
Czecheslovakian, Chinese, Vietnamese and Rumanianj and c)
the third group included the nationalities ccnzsidered poor,
backward and capitalistic, namely, the Indian, Indonesian,

Malasian, Libyan and Iranian.
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