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ABSTRACT

In 1932 A.D., Thailand's long tradition of absolute monarchy
ended with the establishment of democracy. Being aware of the signi-
ficance of popular participation, the Thai Government established
local self - govermment in 1933 A.D.. The purposes were to socialize
the people about democracy, and to decentralize administrative power

to the local arena.

After forty - six years of democratic experience, local
self - government in Thailand proved a failure for various reasons.
First of all, the Thais are not accustomed to democracy, their
educational level are low, and furthermore, they live in an agricui-
tural-based society where the population is scattered all - over.
Secondly, the elected local administratorg do not understand their
democratic duties and responsibilities. Thirdly, there is a serious

lack of financial resources at the local level. Lastly, legislative



1
measures taken by the central government are not supportive of

local self - government practices.

The author believes that the present local government
structure is incapable of solving the above problems. There is
an urgent need for a structurel reform. In this thesis, the author
considers the principles and concepts of local self-government,
both in theory and practice. Alternative organization structural
designs for local government are also surveyed. At the end of the
thesis, the author proposes several solutions which integrate the

policies of the central government with the needs of the local people.

Documentary research and interview techniques are used for
the data collection. The author reviews existing rules and regulations
of local self-government, in addition to a thoroughly survey of perti-
nent literature. Purposive sampling is used to select the interviewees.

Focused-interviewed method is applied while interviewing.

The research findings are several. Firstly, Thai local
sélf-government in practice is not congruent with the philosophical
foundation of local self-government which postulates that any local
government system should be based on the concepts of citizen
participation and administrative autonomy. In practice, the central
government regulates the flow of income and expense of local
administration. Secondly, the organizational structure of Thai
local self-government is not conducive to democratic rule. In any
future effort to change the structure, consideration have to be

given to economic and educational backgrounds, and national security



reasons. Thirdly, it is very difficult to compromise the needs of
the local people with the policy requirements on the part of the
government. Evidently, it is a must that the government should try

its best to achieve this goal.

In conclusion, there is a need to improve the eccnomic
well-being of the local people. Efforts should be made :to improve
the education of the pecple. Politically, "sub-district council"
(Sapha - Tambhon) form of government should be emphasized since it
represents thelipkage between urban and rural areas. As far as
administrative coordination is concerned, various administrative
units at the provincial level should try to cooperate with each
other and should launch rural accelerated development programs
which will eventually lay down the necessary democratic foundation

for the nation.
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