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ABSTRACT

The Liberal Democratic Party was initially formed after the
end of the second World War by a coalition of various conservative
groupings. These factions often lafi and rejoined the party and this
state of affairs continued for 10 Years until 1955, when finally the
Libveral Democratic Party took its peruament shape. The Liber:l Domocratic

Party has been in power continuously for over 25 years.

A~
=%

- e e A
& o ATDUaL

y the Liberal Democratic Pafty-dzrrers in many ways
from other political parties., Structurally, there is no other party
which can match the Liberal Democratic Party's political organization,
The bcadquarters of the party are in Tokyo, and it povueutos brancheu
throughout the coﬁntry at every level of local government, i,e.
Prefectural, Shi, Ku, Choo, Son. The internal stucture of the party

is very complicated, but could he¢ devided roughly into decision making

iine and executive line. The party leader is the highest party official,



who outomatically becomes the prime minister. The party regulations
state how the party leader should be nominated, and voving on two levels
takes place, What is essential to gain this position is wide political

experience and a strong support base within the party.

Having mentioned the above general characteristics of the
Liberal Democratic Party, one must analyze the way in which the party
builds it support base on the population, various interest groups and

other groups,

ls Support Clubs: lost Liberal Democratic Party member

always set up his own support club in hig constituency,

2, Agficultural Cooperative Association: The Liberal
Democratic Party receives considerable support both in votes and in
funds from farmers. Thus the Agricultural Cooperative Association and

the Liberal Democratic Party are inseparated.

3« The Financial and Business World: In 1974, as an
expression of the need for political support, felt in the financial
and business world, canvassing behalf of the Liberal Democratic Party

began.

4. Small and Medium Scale Business: The Liberal Democratic
Party has been attracting support by introducting the system where by
capital was made avialable for improvement of small and medium scale

companies.

5e¢ Civil Service: As many Liberal Democratic Party leaders
have a high~ranking official background, civil service is direct or

indirect a support basca.



6. Religious Organizations, MNedical Union etc. It is devided
into various factions differing in character and in policy. These groups
are called in Japanese "Habatsu"., These "Habatsu" play a significant role
in the development of the party. This is particularly reflected in
budget, in creating a party image and in obstructing any dictatorial
tendencies within the party. Another reason why the Liberal Democratic
Party has stayed in poeer for so long should not be ignored, i.e, political
funds, which are devided in Japan into 3 kinds: (1) Individual donations,
(2) Donations by corporation, and (3) Funds raised by publishing activity.
Buf in the Liberal Democratic Pariy's case, they come overwhelmingly from
big business. That's because big business inevitably depends on a
direct or indirect way, On the Liberal Democratic Party, Donations can
be put into 2 categories: donations to the party and donations to the
Habatsu., Many politicians would think that political funds are of great
iﬁpprtance in winning elections. A present the law and policies

concerning the matter of political funds are still inadequate.

That are many other factors, which contribute to the Liberal
Democratic Party is staying in power., There is a needbto study and
analyze them further. But from the analysis of the results of the
recent elections both chambers of the Diet by the author, it can be
scen that position of the Liberal Democratic Party as the ruling party

unassailable and that this fact is recognized by majority of the Japanese,
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