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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, television is one of mass communication which greatly
influences our youth since they spend most of their time watching
television programs. A study by Wilbur Schramm and his associates
revealed that children, aged from six years old to those in the sixth
grade, or pre-adolescent, spent 2-2% hours per day watching television
during weekdays, but during weekends their watching pericd increased
from their average for half to an hour.

This research focuses on mass communication especially
television drama im terms of influence on the youth's perception of
morality. The major purposes of the research are :

1. To know about television influence on youths'perception

of morality of lower secondary students in Bangkok Metropolis on



responsibility, honesty, rationality, gratefulness, orderliness,
self devotion, unity, thriftiness, fairness and deligence.

2. To find the relationship among television influence on the
youth's perception of morality with relation to some factors such as
parental educational background, economic status of the families,
habitation environment and parental socialization process;

3. To identify the ways to improve television drama in view
of taking more consideration in children's development.

This is a survey research, using questionnaires to gather data
from randomly selected students in Matayom Suksa II in government
schools under the supervision of the Department of General Education
in Bangkok Metropolis. SPSS computer program was used to analyze data,
computing percentage and Chi-Square.

The results revealed that :

1. Most of the students were morally influenced by television
drama through good behavior of the characters as well as through
logical happenings in the drama. However, there were 27.2 percent and
31.5 percent cf students who did not give any response to both questions
respectively.

There was 84.7 percent of students indicating that the players'
behaviors did not motivate any imitative behavior and 84.5 percent of
students accordingly reported that they never imitated those behaviors.

2. There was no relationship between television influence on
youths' perception of morality with other factors such as parental
educational background, economic status of the families, habitation

environment and parental socialization process.



3. The opinion on the ways to inprove television drama
revealed that 68.5 percent of students preferred to watch television
drama. Those which they liked most were the ones which taught some
moral aspect (41,2 percent). Forty-three point five percent of the
students indicated that advertisement should be decreased, twenty-
two point five percent said that the contents should be improved, and
seventeen point seven percent suggested that philosophy in living our

everyday life should be put into television drama.
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