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Abstract

This study of the "Infiuence of Az~ at First Marriage on
Fertility in Urban Thailand" is to determine the extent of imfluence
on fertility by economic and social factors and by the knowledge
attitude and practice of contraception. The study is based on the
following hypothesis,

"Women married at younger ages will have higher fertility
than those who married at older ages. This will remain true regardless
of socio-economic status, knowledge of contraception, attitudes
towards contraception and practice of contraception."

The data used-in this study is taken from the “ational
Longitudinal Survey of Social Economic and Demographic Change in
Thailand conducted by the Institute of Population Studles, Chula-
longkorn University, The survey was conducted by intcrviewing a
random sample of households in 24 blocks of 12 provinces and 22
blocks of Bangkok-Thonburi, The data for this study is based on
married women including those who were widowed, divorced or sepa-
rated at the time of the interview,

It is found that age first marriage is inversely related
to fertility in the sense that women married at younger ages have
higher fertility than women married at older ages, Those who mar-
ried at ages lower *han 18 have 4,7 average live births and 4.2
average living children but those who married at ages above 30 have
2.0 average live births and 2.0 living children. In addition, it
is found that the age at first marriage of women in urban areas is
21 years, In total, they have an average of 4-live births and 3,6
living childxren,.

The economic factors that are considered in this study
are socio-economic status of head of households and wife's occupa-
tion. The social factors are wife's education and work outside
home after marriage. In addition, knowledge, attitude and practice
of contraception is considered,



It is found that age at first marriage is inversely related
to fertility in the sense that women married at younger ages have
higher fertility than women married at older ages regardless of socio-
economic status, knowledge of contraception, attitude towards contra-
ception and practice of contraception. In addition, women who are in
higher socio-economic status and have favorable attitude towards
contraception, have low fertility than women who are in lower:
socio-economic status and have no knowledge and practice in contraception.
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