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ABSTRACT

The Thai political trensformation, from an absulute monarchy
to a parliamentary &overnment, in 1932, has chan&e the form of the
€overnment only, not the Thai traditional political culture. The
transformation of political power was from the Kin& to the new &roup,
not to the Thai citizen. The military &roup, has a political role and
has maintained political power over a lon& period of time. This is
due to the ﬁilitary or#anization, the hierachical system, the order
and discipline and the military force which can support the political

power.

Interesting€ questions come to mind as to why the military
can seize and hold the Thai political power over the lon& period
of time, and why the The military does not support democracy by
performin€ their main duty of defendin& their nation, instead of
interferin€ with the political role. These questions are the basis
of the case that have to study. Thai military political socialization,

the type of political culture, and political attitudes are most



9

important, therefore this study will show a part of the reasons why

the Thai military can maintain political power.

The Thai citizen accepts the Thai traditional political
culture since he has not experiened any other form of &overnment.
He is not enthusiast in peplitical participation, but is obedient to
the power and has political apathy. Each time the military seized
political power, by 8eneral election or even by revolution, it is

accepted by the majority of the Thei citizens.

The military men in the Thai political arena, both past and
present, are the military that &esined their heritafe from past
political socialization. In the future the key military men both
in the military service and political arena, will be the students
in the military school of the Department of Defense today. The
Royal Thai Air Force, Thai Air Cadets, are the key men of Air Force
in the future, they have the opportunity to play the political role
or even use military power to support the politician. The main
objeétive of this research is to find out the students political
attitudes and political cultures which result from the political
socialization process. Knowin&€ the political attitudes of our
future Air Force men, and researchin& present the Air Cadets

attitudes may &ive us a key to the future.

The wajor hypotheses of this research is to assertain some

facts about the attitudes of Thai Lir Cadets, Is their present.



]
attitudes to become authoritarianism? Are Air Cadets who study in
the senior class more authoritarian than those who study in the
Junior class, or those who do not have parents in military sexrvice?

In researchin& the political socialization of Thai Air
Cadets, for the acadamic year 1977, 689 men in the lst year to the
5th year 8roup, attendin& the Royal Thai Air Force Acadamy, showed
that they prefer authoritarianism to democracy. They were willing&
to accept authority, and to be obedient to those who had power over
them. The percentafe of authoritarian attitudes did not relate to the
level of education nor the parents' wilitary occupation. These
results come from many envivonments, such as the military service
system, the education system, the method of inaoctrination, etc.
this environments and a&ents made Lir Cacets used to the meaniné& of
acceptin€ authority, and to be obedient to those who had power. .
These characteristics show authoritarian attitudes and can create
a political culture that will prevent a democratic Bovernment. The
study recommends that the way of chan€in& these attitudes is to
create a modern political culture that needs political socialization
throu&h political institutation by the political socialization
process. The step by 'step socialization throu&h political institutions

by the political socialization process is required.
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