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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the major
cash-crops, factors that governed production decisions, performance
of marketing functions, and marketing costs of the Lahu farmers;
and also the characteristics of crop buyers and farm prices; all,
with the purpose of gaining more insights into the nature of the
marketing problems requiring immediate solutions to improve the
farm incomes from alternative cash-crops essential for the ultimate
eradication of opium cultivation and swidden farming system of the

Lahus in Northern Thailand,

There were five research hypotheses as follows:

1« Major cash-crops consisted of mainly field crops; and
most farmers used market prices for production decisions, during

1977-78.

2e The Lahu farmers performed more marketing functions

than the crop buyers during 1977-78.



5« Most crop buyers in the villages were male, Northern

Thai merchants from tambol markets, during 1977-78.

b, Price variations within each village were smaller than

the variations between the villages, during 1977-78.

5« The largest marketing cost item was transportation,

during 1977-78.

A sample of 217 households, selecting at least 10 from
each village, were taken from 17 villages in Tak, Chiangmai, and
Chiangrai provinces, through Judgement sampling method. Three
sets of interview schedules were used., Bach head of household
was interviewed in person by the researcher, The data were

summarized into frequency and percentage tables.
The major findings of this study were as follows:

1+ Coffee beans, castor beans, red kidney beans, and
Sesame were major cash-crops with the last one as the most widely
grown crops (89.,40%). Farmers' crop outputs were predominantly

low; and their production decisions governed by market prices,

2+ Appearance and degree of dryness of the seeds, and
foreign matters content were criteria used by the farmers in
standardizing and grading. All farmers packed their crops in
sacks, and stored in their houses. Most of them (69426%) sold

their crops in their own villages; sold all their crops within



two weeks after the harvest (86.88%). Pre-harvest sales were

rare (5.67%). Most farmers used 4-wheelers (small pick-up trucks)
(33.33%), and animal-drawn carts (27.78%) for transporting their
crops to the lowland markets; sold in cash (95.83%); received price
informations from crop buyers (58.61%) and from the villagers
returning from the lowland markets (31.,15%). About one half of

the farmers (49.77%) obtained cash credits before the h&rvests.
Individual amounts of total cash credits for one year (69.00%)

did not exceed 1,000 bahts,

5« Most crop buyers in the villages were male, Northern
Thai merchants from tambol markets (37.04%). Nearly all farmers
sold their crops to regular buyers, Village level market structure

was characterized by either monopsony, or pure oligopsony,

b, For sesame, price variations within each village were

higher than the variations between the villages.,

5« Freight charges were the largest marketing cost items

for all farmers,

The second and fourth hypotheses were rejected since the

findings did not support them. The remainings were retained,
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