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The purpose of this study was to survey rice farmers' information
exposure, knowledge, attitudes, and use of pesticides. An attempt was made
to find out the relationship between farmers' knowledge, attitudes, use of
pesticides in rice and some factors, namely their age, income, frequency of
training participation, frequency of using surveillance sampling form,
frequency of exposure to pest control information and experience in pesticide
use in rice. The subjects involved in this study were 376 farmers in the 5
districts of Chal nat. The results of the investigations were as follows:

1. Radio was the most affordable mass medium but television was also
used by most farmers. With respect to pest control information, two-thirds
of the subjects ranked the PPSU staff as the most valuable source. Concerning
experience gained from outside, approximately half of the subjects answered
that they never went out of théir community.

2. A majority of the subjects knew some natural enemies such as
spiders and lady bird beetles., Only about half of them kmew what the
economic threshold level was. Half of the subjects believed that being able
to identify rice enemies was important and about two-thirds wanted the PPSU
staff to help them identify the rice eénemies.

3. Most farmers had knowledge of the safe use of pesiticide and knew
that chemicals polluted the environment but they did not know which
pesticides were appropriate to use. Most of them had a cautions attitude
toward pesticide use. Two-thirds of the subjects, however, believed that
chemicals were the best for killing pests. About half of them also believed
that the broad spectrum chemical was thé most useful. Most subjects had good
practices when using chemicals even though one-third of them had experienced
some side effects after gpraying chemicals.

4, The relationships between the subjects' knowledge, attitudes, use
of pesticides and some factors were as follow:
4,1 Exposure to pest control information had a positive
relationship with the farmers' knowledge, and attitudes toward Surveillance
and Early Warning System (SEWS), and krnowledge, attitudes and the use of

chemicals. LI :
4.2 TFrequency of using surveillance sampling form had a positive

relationship with farmers' knowledge of SEWS, and knowledge attitudes and
practices in the use of chemicals.

4,3 Experience in pesticide use had a positive relationship with
knowledge and attitudes toward SEWS, and knowledge and attitudes toward the
use of chemicals.

4.4 Frequency of training participation had a positive relation-
ship with knowledge of SEWS, and the use of chemicals.

4,5 The farmers' income had a positive rélationship with knowle-
dge and attitudes toward the SEWS, and attitudes toward the use of chemicals.

4,6 Age had a negative relationship with knowledge of SEWS,
attitudes toward the uge of cheémicals, attitudes toward SEWS and knowledge
and use of chemicals.

4.7 Frequency of training participation had a negative relation-
ship with attitudes concerning the use of chemicals.

4,8 Knowledge of SEWS, attitudes toward SEWS, Knowledge of

chemicals, attitudes toward chemicals apd practice in the use of chemicals
were all positively related to one another.
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