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Abstract

This thesis aims to study economic and social change in
Dan Kwian community resulting from the expansion of the pottery

industry between 1941 and 1983 -

Research reveals that before 1941 there was nowsigngficait
change in Dan Kwian. The economy was one of subsistance, with
dgriculture as its base and the manufacture or pettery serving .
as an additional occupation after ‘harvesting time. Between 1941
and 1966 there occurfediréome economic changés within the community,
owing to an increase in trading these wares. This resulted in an
expansicr of the industry, but there was no significant social
change because Dan Kwian Society was still based on traditional

family or clan relationships.

After 1967 a Group of aczedemics altered the character of
Dan Kwian pottery by changing its function from being utensils for
everyday use into beina decorative wares. At the same time investors

and businessmen from outside the community began to invest in the



manufacture and marketing of the pottery. The scale of productian

trus chanaerd from being a cottage induskry into an industry which

was run as a trading business. This in turn changed the economy

and the society of the community : from a way of ¥ife relatively

independent as regarcs the manufacture of pottery, the Dan Kwian
potters became deperdert on the capitalist system, having to cater
to the demands of trace ancd industyy. Investors increésing"the'ir
role caused sore rotters to turn to other occureztions, while others
became employees instead, Furthermore, the changing economic

situation in and expanding community has given rise -to contingent

social problems,
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