CHAPTER 2
METHOD.

Sampling Technique

In order to obtain the representatives from every catagory of
the sample for the comparison of the data, subjects were randomly
selected from the universities which were matched on the basis of their
curriculum. Cluster technique was employed for the selection of the
subjects. The sampling units were the lecture classes which comprised
of the students from various majars. The number of sexes and years of

study of the subjects were considerably equated in the selecting process.

Sample

Three sample groups of 150 undergraduate students were selected
by means of the previously specified technique from three compatible
universities, i.e, Chulalongkorn University in Thailand, The National
University of Singapcre and Whitworth College, Spokane, Washington,
U.S.A. The students in these three universities were assumed toc be
representatives of the population because of the commitment of these
universities to the policy that all persons in their countries had
equal acceéss to the admission to the programs of study without regard
to race, color, sex, social status, national origin, creed or religion.
Although Whitworth College is gliberal arts college suported by the

United Presbyterean Church, the religious practice is not compulsary.
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The subjects were chosen from the following mainrs : education,
sociclogy, business administration, accountancy, chemistry, biology,

arts, history, nursing, medicine, economic and political science.
The detail abecut the students and their backgrounds are

presented in table 2.

Table 2. The breakdown of the subjects background by sex, eccnomic

status, nationality and religious background.

Sex Income Level Religious Background

Country
Male |Female| High |Middle| Low|Buddhism|Christianity |Islam |[No-religion

Thailand 65 85 43 71 36 134 12 3 1
Sigapore. 69| 81 25 105 20 27 83 3 37
U.S.A. 71 79 47 82 21 - 146 - 4
Total 205] 245 115 258 77 16l 241 6 42

450 450 450
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Instrument

Questionnaires were emplcyed in this study. These ques-
tionnaires were developed to find common factors of different kirds
of beliefs held by university level students in Thailand, Singapore
and the United States of America. The first part of the question -
naires prcvided information about the subjects background which .
included sex, religion, race and family cconomic status. The second
part of the questionnaires attempted to draw out student's beliefs

on a number of issues. The questionacovered these following areas;

Human Philosophy

Cultural values

Socisl Issues

Politicel 2nd Bconomic Issues

Zach area was broken down into several sub areas which

stood for the beliefs we wanted to &tudy. There were a few
questions about each belief arsa and each belief area had a
seperate rating scale. The number of the guestions in a parti -
cular scale varied according to the need for clarification. The
questions were put forth in accordance with the standard form

called the Likert Scalec.

~

Construction of the Juestionnaires

i

-,

The first part of the cuestionnaire is gquite simple. The

subjects were asked to complets the following guestions.

1. Name of College/University Year of Study

—

2. Age
3. Sex Male . TFemale
bk, Religious Background
. Buddhist i Christian Muslim

Jewish Hindu Other

S e — e —— e,
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5. race
Cav.casian iiro/American
Mexican Emericarn Native/American
Indian (Sub-Continant) Mala:
Thai Chinese
Other
€. Econmic Zackcrcund

Please estimate the combiined family inceome to th
rearest nnndred dellar

Question number A& as shown above was used with the Singapvorean
subjects, For the Thai aprd American sukiects the format of this guestion
was different Lut cave the same information (See appendix numter A bl

The seccnd part of tie questionnaire consisted of 67 statements
about helief areas that were tle focus of the studv., The subjects were
te read the statements provided and ther check the answer theyliked best
in order to indicate the detree of azreement c¢p disacreement with the
statements,

The first 4 scales are statemerts zbout metapluyvsical and
Supernatural beliefs., Tie follewinc tebles cortain the statements
arouped accordine to the belief scales. These scales i:zsed cn the Lasic
relicious elemerts as guqgested Iy the work of Jerome D.Frank called
"The Traunscendent Religions and ‘umenistic Faith"} where e found that
most of the religions have basic components of deity (God) state of human
soul and the anticipation of divire providence of heaven, Also, the
existence of supernatural spirits is still relevent to some cultures,

All of these components are tie basis for the next four scales,

TARLE 3
Seale } : Existence of - Supreme Seing (God)
Question e, Statements
b i Mar is the onlv conscious being in the Universe,
9. There is an external powerful surernatural force in
the Univense
13, There is a Suprems “ecino that is contrclling the

destim: of the Universe

"

1
Jercme D, Fran} "

1 Trancendent Religion and the Humanistic
Faith" =Emerican Psychologiot (7

rurust, 19773 p.120-12

TGP0
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Scale 2 : Existence of a Soul

Question No,

Statements

5 After death there is a coatinued existence of
the soul,
14 There is ounly a void after death.
2l Before and after each life cycle the soul exists
as spirit,
TABLE 5

Scale 3 : Existence of Feavén

Question No,

Statements

8.

21,
33,

There is no such place like heaven to receive
our soul afiter desth.
Heaven is only an immaginary concept.

There is a place in heaven for righteous people.

TABLE 6

Scale L :

Existence of Supernatural Spirits

Question No,

Statements

6.
1%

19.

25

There are ro evil spirits.

When you move to 2 new place you must recognize
the power of the existing local spirits.

The spirit of our loved ones may contact us for
example in our dreams from time to time.

People who fail to treat spirits properly o»
fail to find protection from them may be harmed
by them,

There are gods around us who may watch over us

and give us protection.
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The next four scales are statements avout onteclogical
beliefs or about the nature of the human being. These questions
are based in the controversial theories about mankind and whether
human nature i§ good or bad. The statements have several psycholo-
gical theories involved, starting from theoriss of Maslow and
Rogers that human nature is quite positive to Freudian Psychody-
namic theory that instinct plays a very significant part of human
life, and further to Skinnerian theory that humgn bahavior can be

controlled through manipulation of environment.

All of these theories were put forth in the statements

in the following scales.
TABLE 7

Scale 5 : Human Nature as Being of a Free Will

Question No. Statements

2 Humanity has the power to control its own
existence.

s Most people have a clear idea nbout what is
good and what is bad.

22, Feople are unable to make o jective judgements
without being influenced by their own socisl and
economic background.

55 Most people, even though they know what is good

are unable to do it.

TABLE 8

Scale 6 : Human Nature as Being Controlled by Environment

Question No, Statements

10. If you took three people who are genetically
identical and have one grow up in China, one
in the United States, and one in the Soviet
Union, they would grow up to be three
completely different people and there would

be no essential similarities between them.

Philip Worchel “Socinl TCeoluqv andé Peactions to Inter-
national Events” FPsychnlogy & Social Issues, r.51l
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Question No. Statements

2k, Life in Burope and Africa is completely and
utterly different.

270 The best way to teach a child of eleven years
between good and bad behavior is by using
external forces as punishment and reward on

a day to day btasis.

TABLE 9

Scale 7 : Human Nature as being Controlled by Inner Psychological

Forces
Question No, Statements

12, Hoct psychologists give cxcessive credit to
the power and influcnce of the unconscious
on daily life

15, Guilt, fear, and other hidden emotions have
a powerful impact on our lives.

18. Everything a person thinks or does is the

result of internal drives which most people

are unaware of.

TABLE 10

Scale 8 : Human Nature as Being Basically Good.,

—— . —— e 2 e 1 e 2t 4

Question No, Statements

16. Although there are many serious problemg in the

world, the quality of existence continues to

improve,
28, Most people are basically honest.
29, Everyone has their price.
6.4 While technology improves the world, the world

moves into more serious crises as a result of

greed and selfishness.




39

Question No. Statements

58. BEvervone would steal a million dollars from an
insurance comparty if they cculd do it without
getting caucght,

€2, Eventhough civilization has developed individual
human nature remains the same, essentially weak

and corrupted.

The next two scdales corcentrate on cultural issues,
Since there are so manv social issues if we attempted to study
them all it would make researcr on endless and impossikle tack,
so, the writer has chosen twe socizl icsues that captured the
interest of manv researchers ns well as “einc relevant to tre
subjects’lives. The previcus studies concerring these issuves were
presented on chapter 1. The issues are sexual morality of free

sex and the issue of adolescewnt irdependence.

TABLE 11
Scale 9
Question No. e Statements
30. Sex without lonc term commitment is rewardineo,
37. Sex is a normal phtysical activity which need not
be related to lonc term personal emotional
relationships.
41, In oxder for a sexual relationship to doveleon
to its fullest potential it should take rlace
in a monocamous context.
©3. People who have sexual relationships without
long term commitment will have inferior relation-
snip,
60. Sex is mostly an emoticnal experience which

sliould he shared in a lono term loving

relationsanip,
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TABLE 12
Scale 10 : Responsibility within the Family; Adclescent

Independence

Question No. Statements

A A younster of 15 should he completely indepen-
dent of his/her parents.

%5 Youngsters of 15 years of age don't really
need much privacy.

39. If a parent ifeels strongly about a family
rule all of the children should adopt it
without an argument.

43, By the time a person is 13 or 14 years old
they should ‘have a part-time job,

Lg, A 17 year old girl should be freec to go
somewhere with a hoy without having to
return home bifore midnignt,

56. Girls below 18 yoars of age should be able
to buy birth control pille without consulting

their parcnts,

The next three scales deal with social issues. Again
the writer has focused on threeo contemporary issues. Ideal Sexual
Equality, Racial Equality, =nd Social Change are included. These

issues derived from the work of the Authoritarian Personality.
TABLE 13

SCALE 11 : 1Ideal Sexual Bquality

Question No. Statements
17 Women are better at cering for children than
men are.

28. Men should do agmuch housework NS wWomen.
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TABLE 13 (Continued)
' i i e ——— ——— v S— —— - . ———— -
Question No. Statements -
Lo, Worien are equal to men. :
Lé. Women should join the military. o
A
50 It is more natural for mer to carn the most 4
meney in the family., 3
TABLE 14
i Scale 12 : Racial BEquality ?
i T e ey i 5 b e SR e I it s :] -
Question No. Statements 3
Lo, Some ethnic groups like Jews and Chinese are %
better financicrs and werchants than other %
groups. :
48, Multi-racial societies never have true cohesion _1
and integration betwcen the races. ";
54. Some naticns like Indonesia and Mexico have T
problems developing because there are certain |
weaknesses in their ability to structure a T
decent life.
59. Native populations like the fmerican Indians -
or Hill Tribes have not integrated well into
society because they are not racially equipped
to do so.
TABLE 15
Scale 13 : Social Change
4 Question No. Statements
ha, The social order needs to change faster. 2
4, It is the duty of patriotic citizens to defend
the social order against those who want to
attack it violently. ' -
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TABLE 15 (Continued)

Question No. Statements
L5, The traditions cof the country are good and fair
to all.
51, 1f a person loves his country, the most impor-

tant thing he can do for it is to work hard to
change it.
S If society doesn't have non-violent social
change, violent change will soon conme.
The last two issues concentrate on the central political
and economic issues which arsz the cuestions about Constitutional
(Democratic) versus Totalitariar rule and the econsmic issue of

free enterprige, they are also developed from the studv of the
Acvthoritarian Persorality.
TABLE 16

Scale 14 : Constitutional (Democratic) Rule versus Totalitarian

Rule.
Question No. Statements
3. It is better to have several political parties
centinually challenging each other than have omne
group make all the decisions.

3k, It is better to have a dictatorship and have
people living in harmony than to have a democra-
tic government and have political turmoil.

52, The best form of government is when there is one
ruler who is honest and fair.

64 . The formal institutions of power, like the
legislature, should contain all of the powerful
elements within society or there will be no
harmony in society.

67. Political parties and elections are not effective

means to solve government problems.

T e . e, S 2 . e i e e . S i . i =l | e St v nw T mmmin o ———-
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TABLE 17

Scale 15 : Free Enterprigde

Question No. Statements

b, Since businessmen core only akout profit, it
is up to the government to protect the people.
23. If the market is allowed to buy and sell without
restriction it will mean a more efiicient
distribution of resources and cheaper price

and higher production.

38, Business is prohibtited from doing the best it
can because of too much government interference.

57 It's best to have the government make the
N important decisions about the eccnonmy.
60. If the government did not control business
then business would destroy the cnvironment

just to make money.

6. The wealthy have too much power.
65, The government should control business morvre
carcfully.
Scoring

This questionnaire ie composed of two types of questions.
The first is concerned with ccnrnerete statements ahout various beliefs.
They ascertain what the respondent thinks about the heliefs.
The second type of statement is more contextual in nature. They
attempt to deveélop a sense of what the respondent really bvelicves
about a particular issue as it is developed within a real-life
stiuation.

We ask these twe gquesticns in two waye; positively and
negatively. This is used so as tc prevent the respondent from
falling intc a pattern of expressing nim/herself in agreement

with/or disagreement with, & majority of the statements.
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The positive statements affirm the issues of belief
so that if the subjects agree with the positive statement they
will receive high scores. If they disagrec with the positive

questions they will receive low scores. Scoring will be as follows

Strongly Agree 5 Points
Agree 4 Points
Not Sure 3 Points
Disagree 2 Points
Strongly Disagree 1 Foint

The scoring of negative statements will be the opposite
of the above with "3Strongly Agree" rating 1 Point and so on.
The following chart is an example of the break down of
different types of staterents used in developing Scale Number 83
Human Nature as Being Basically Good.
a) ~ Positive and Direct Staterients
1) Statement No. 16: Although there are many
serious problems in the world the quality
of existence continues to improve.
2) Statement Wo. 26: Most people are
basically honest.
b) Negative and Direct Statements
1) Statement No. 3%6: While technology improves
the world, the world moves into more serious
crises as a result of greed and selfishness.
2) Statement No. 62: Eventhough civilization
has developed, individual human nature
remains the same, essentially weak and
corrupt&da
¢) Negative and Contextual Statements
1) Statement 29: Bveryone has their price.
2) Statement No. 58: Everyone would steal
a million dollars from an insurance
company if they could dec it without

getting caught,
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' The questiennaire was translated inte Thai fiex the Thai,
subjects but the Singaperean and American students used the éngliah
versioen., All ef the items in the questiennaire was cerredted and
appreved by Assistant Prefesser Kasemsak Poomsriee, the present thesgis
advisex, The try eut was dene by distributing 100 questiennaires te
the randemly selected Singaperean University students and 100 Thai
students frem Chulalengkern University te ensure the clarity of the
Statements in the questiennaire, Befere distributing the questiennaire te the
selected subjects the questiennaire was appreved by Dr.Ong Jin Hui,
the head of Secielagy department, Dr,Lee See Ann, the Directer ef
Business Adnimistratien and Acceuntancy Department and Asseciate FPrefesser
Pr.Lawrence Chia ef the Natienal University ef Singapere, Fer thae American
Subjects, the questiennaires were distributed threugh the assistance of
Dx.Ren Frase, the Chaplain ef Whitwerth Cellege, where the subjects were
selected. The Thai studgnts were selected frem the faculty ef Educatien,

the faculty ef Pelitical Science, and the faculty ef Mass Cemmunicatien. @

Precedure ef Data Precessing.

l. Give all the answers the points and arrange them inte
their designated scales. .

2, Find the means ef the scéres eof each scale.

3. Cede all the sceres ente computer key punch cards,

4. Cenduct facter analysis te find patterns eof the answers
by using the SPSS (Statistical Packages for the Secial Sciences) pregram
fer IEM 370/138 computer at Chulalenckern University Cemputer Center.
Facters were ebtained by an orthogonai retatien by the mean of Varimex
methed,

5. Run ene-way Analysis ef Variance te test the difference
ameng background variables (sex, inceme levels, natienality ind religieus

backgreunds) in their respenses te each belief scale.
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6o Use Duncan 5 Multiple Range Test tc determzne the
differencefef all possible pairs of group means.
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