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Thiz reszcch was a cross-cultural study that intended to find

and campare the belief natterns held by University students in Thailand,
Singapore and the United States of Emerica. It azlse intended tc £ind the
relationship between the subiiects' background variables which were sex,
econmic status, nationality andé religious bLackgreund and the beliefs
being studied. The holief issues being studied covered wide range area
of human philesophv, culturzl igsues, secial issues and political~economic
issves.,

The subjects were 459 university students, 150 each from
Thailand, Singapore and The United States of Pmerica. Questionnaires
were erployed as the instrurment. Factor Analysis was conducted to
obtain the subjects' belief patterns. In the pnrocess of factor analysis,
the principal factoring with iter-tion or PR 2 was used and the rotation
was done by tha crthogonal method by varimax. Then one-way Enalyses of
Variance were conducted to determine the differences among the subjects’
background variables in reeponding to the belief issues. TFurther more,
the Duncan's Multiple Pange Teotz wers usad to determine the differences

Camong groun means.



The results from factor analyvsis were as follcow,

For the Thai subjects, 5 factors were found.

Factor 1

Factcer 11

Factcr 111

Factor 1v

Factor V

consisted of the leliefs of existence of

the supreme Feing (God) existence of scul,
existence of heaven and existence cof super-
natyvral spirits.

consisted cf the helief issues of adolescent
irdependence, sexual equalitv, racial equality,
social charge and democracy.

consisted of the belief issues of human as
being controlled Ly the envircnment, human
nature as cocd and alsc the idea of free
enterprige.

was arn indeperdent facteor of tihe belief

that mar has a free will,

consisted of a helief that man is controlled
by psyvcholacrical fcrces. It was also an

independent factcr.

For the Sincaporecar sul jects, © factors were feound,

Factor 1

Factor 11

Factor 111

Factor 1v

Factor Vv

Corsisted of the beliefs of existence cf
God, existernce cof soul and existence of
heaven,

consisted of the issues cof free sex,
adolescert independence and sexual
equality.

coneisted of the issues of human being

as having a free will and human nature

is cood.

consisted of the issues of racial equality
and democracv,

was ar independent factor of the belief that
human being is corntrolled by psychelogical

forces,



Factor

vl

was an independent factor of the belief

that human being is ccntrolled by the

ervironment,

For the American sulrjects, £ factors were found.

Factor

Factor

Factor 111

Factor

Factor

Facter

1

11

1v

Vi

consisted of the belief issue of existence
of superratural spirits, the kelief that
human has a free will, human nature is gocd,
democracy and free enterpri«e,

ccrsisted of the issues of sexual equality
and racial equalitq,

consisted of the heliefs of existeance of
God ard existernce of scul.

consisted of the neliefs that human is
beirce controlled ! the envirorment, human
is Yeing ccontrelled by psycholocical forces
and the belief of adolescent independence.
consisted of the issue cof existence of heaven
and tre issue of free sex,.

was an irdependent facter of sccial chance.

The result shows that tiie patterning of the belief issues of

the subjects in eacl: country is different from cone another in terms

of the grouping of the items. The issue ¢f Tree sex was not included in

any factor of the Thai subjetts. In the same wo , the issues of the

existence Of thé-supernatur.l sririts, free enterprite and social change

vere not inciuded in any fuctor of the Singzpocrean subjects. But, all

the issues were included in different factors of the Arericarn subjects.




The results from the one-wav 2naivses of Varisnpce and

Multiple Rance Tests betweer the subjects' tackorcunc

tiie belief issues were as “ollow,

1. The Yackground variailes that effect the helief of
of God are econewic statas, natic: ality, and relicion.
2. The rackeround varia-les that effect the nelief of

of scul are nationalits and reli<jicns,

3. The lackeround verialiles that effect the belief of
of heaven are eccuncmic status, naticnalite and relicicn,

4. The hackercund variables tihat effect the relief of

having a free will r»ve scx and naticnality,

5. The Lackcrcund variatbleas tiat effect the belief of

being as being controllod T 4 - envircrme “t are

relicion.

6. The backiround variables that ¢ffect the helief of

as Leing controlled b the psycrclogical forces are natiopalit:-

relicion.
The Packeround varia-le trat effects the helief cf

o )
/e
zativre as cood is naticnalits,

8. The backercund varialles thot effect that »
onelity end relicion,

Y e

Sex are sex, nati

9. The rackroround waria that effects th

adolescent independence is naticralice,

10. Tue vackrround varial les that cffect the brelief of
sexual eguality are sex, nationalitey and relicicn,

11. The backcround varizblecs that offect the belief of
ecguality are nationality and re licion,

12, The backerovnd varialle thrat effects the belief of

change is nationalitey,

13. fect the relief cof

(1]

The backaround variahles that =
are naticnality and reli ior.
14,

are economic status

The backaround voriailes that effect the helief of

enterprize raticrality and religicn.

variahles a

elief of

elief of

Duncan'’s

nd

existence

existerce

existence

maman as

human

nationality, and

uman

and

humar:

demecracy

free
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