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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to find out factual information
about the attitude of Thai medical students toward induced abortion
and the abortion law,  in¢luding the modification of it. The scope
covered the opinions on grounds for a legal abortion ; namely,
medical, social, eéonomic s humanitarian, and eugenic protection
indications.

The data used in this thesis arc collectod from the primary
source, through a self-administered guestiommaire filled in by the
third and fourth year students at the Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn
University, the Faculty of Medicine, Siriraj Hospital, and the fifth
and sixth year students at the Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi
Hospital and the Faculty of Medicine, Chiangmai University

It was found in this study that the student's attitudes were
not only based upon moral or ethical codes, but also unon concerns
about, the problems of the pregnant women. If the students must
perform a justifiable abortion, they are not concious of a fault
and think that it is the best they can do. However, they do not
approve of physician who perform illegal abortions, even in order

to help the pregnant woman. The majority of students do not have



an aversion for the woman who has an abortion if she had appronriate
reasons and the students believed that abortion is the one method of
treatment the disease. The reasons for abortion that the majority of
the students approve of are :- the medical indications ¢ if the
pregnancy would entail serious danger to the life or health of the
pregnant women or the pregnant women is psychopath, the economic
indication : if the family is very poor and unsuccessful with
contraceptive methods, the humanitarian indications : if the woman
has become pregnant as: a result of rape or incestuous sexual intercourse,
the eugenic protection indications t if the pregnant woman is mentally
retarded or if the expecﬁed child might have a grave malformation,

and the demographic indication ¢ the use of abortion to support the
family planning program. The social indications that a majority of
students do not approve of are : the pregnancy is an obstacle to her
education or her job, her partner is not responsible, and the case

of a broken family.

Attitudes toward the Thai abortion law. U6.9 % of students
think that the abortion law is not appropriate for this time. The
different reasons for their opinions indicated that they have two
opinions regarding the law. It is either too restrictive or too
liberal, but most of them tend to be too restrictive.

Concerning the modification of the law. It was found that
85.1 2 of the students approve of extending the grounds for a legal
abortion, covering : wmedical, economic, humanitarian, and eugenic
protection indications . Social indications should not be included.

The most desirable indications for a legal abertion in order to
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preference were ¢ if pregnancy would entail serious danger of life,
pregnancy as a result of rape, the expected child might have a grave
malformation, the pregnant woman is mentally retarded, the psychopath
pregnant woman, pregnancy involved serious risk to health, pregnancy

resulting from incestuous sexual intercouse, and the woman found

contraceptive methods unsuccessful. There was close positive correlation

between attitude toward induced abortion and attitude toward the
modification of the abortion law such a way that the students who
approve of abortion were likely to approve modification of the law.

It was found in'this study that , 93.1 » of the students agrec
that with the morbidit  rate of illegal abortion will decline as
result of liberalization of the abortion law, 75.2 » think that the
birth rate will decling, and 77.5 # belive that a liberal law will
increase free sex. The great majority of students think that the most
appropriate abortioﬁilt is the physician.

In conclusibh, this study shows that the majority of students
approve of abortion and wanted to add the new grounds for legalized
abortion, covering : medical, economic, humanitarian, and eugenic
protection indications, but not approvihg of social indications .

The author would like to suggest the modification and appropriatmcss

of the Thai abortion law by increasing the grounds for legal abortion .

This expansion of the abortion law would most likely support the family

planning program. In addition, the author would also like to suggest
that other groups be studied for trends of their opinions towards a

liberal abortion.
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