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ABSTRACT

An outstanding result of the political change in Thailand on
October 14, 1973 was the appearance of various political groups and
associations. These so=called pressure groups have played signifi-
cant role in demanding and pressuring the government. Their activie
ties have received great attention both from the government and the
general public. Such organizations appesred in different parts of
the country though thnse in the capital have been most active.

Their conflicting interests and viewpoints kept the government busy

mediating the differences at all timese

The behaviours and activities of these groups are, of course,
a matter of great interest to students of Thai political developments
Their nature, organization, and deci;ion—making process deserve
particular attention. It is, however, impossible to study all, or
even most, of these groups. Therefore, two outstanding organizations
are closely examined in this study, namely, the "Kurusapha" - the
teachers' organization, and the Union for Civil Liberty. These two
organizations are representative examples of groups based on common

professional interests and those based on ideology, respectivelye



The hypothesis of this study is that pressure groups in
Thailand have tended to have simultaneously traditional and modern
characteristics in their formation, and that their roles depend

greatly on the attitude of the government and that of the people.

Thoughts and ideas of leading political scientists in relation
to political groupings have been studied to suggest theoretical
frémework. Facts and data in this study have been collected from
various documents and books, non-participant observation of the two
groups' behaviours, and interviews with certain members of the two
groups. In this study, it is found that there are differences bet-
ween pressure groups in Thai society and those in the West. Modelling
frompressure groups in Western ecountries though, pressure groups in
Thailand have played different roles. It_is n§ted that certain
peculiar characteristics of Thai society such as the importance of
personal relationship, the relative lack of discipline in social
behaviours, the attachment to personality, and the insufficient
political conciousﬁess of the general public are main causes in this

regard.

In order to establish democracy in Thailand, efforts must be
made to increase political socialization among the people, both at
the elite level and at the level of the mass of the population. It
is suggested in this study that the government could play an.
important part in supporting the role of pressure groups in the
political process of the country in order that they become basic

elements in the democratic system of government.
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