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Thesis Title ¢ Maritime Law "Charter Parties"
Name ¢ Mr, Worapote Supankool Department : Law

Academic Year s 1975

ABSTRACT

In this thesis, Chapter 1 refers to the historical
background and significance of international maritime law,
especially for trade and transportation at sea concerning "Charter
Parties" which are always on developing. This analysis, which was
conducted by means of documentary research and analytical
deséription, emphasizes its objeétives and advantages.,

Chapter>2 refers to sources and types of various charter
party forms which show status and relationship of the contracting
parties. This chapter also refers to certain aspects and types
of charters, such as bareboat or demise charter, contracts of
carriage, voyage charter, time charter, and sub-chartering.

Chapter 3 refers to general aspects and advantages and
drawbacks of standard charter party formsj the chartering process,
especially voyage and time charter parties which are very
important in bargaining practice and legal éspects. They are also
used for other chartering purposes. The description indicates
briefly the responsibility and calculation of vessel costs and
charter hires and also a‘comparision of hires or freight rates
between voyage and time charter parties.,

Chapter 4 refers to difficulties in interpretation of
various common clauses of the charter parties, which there are,

especially, a great variety of voyage charter party forms in



operationy differing both in geographical scope and in the kind of
trade. The problems, therefore, entail mahy difficulties to all
persons concerned. In this chapter covers the legal issues
involved in interpretation.of the clauses that are usually
contained in current standard forms, They include : statements
concerning the vessel; the voyage; the cargo; and the ports.

Chapter 5, for having more popularity than other charters,
therefore, refers to the basis of freight calculation and payment
and financial provisions of voyage charter. The following subjects
to be discussed : the allocation of loading and discharging costs;
laytime or period of time which the charterer is granted to load
and discharge his cargo-by free of freight payment to the owner;
demurrage or extra period of time following the expired laytime
which the charterer has to pay the additional freight or compensation
for the use of such time; and the calculation of dispatch money when
the charterer uses less than the éet laytime in loading and/or
discharging. Besides, in this chapter also expresses some problems
and questions which may occur inisuch cost calculations,

: Chapter 6 refers to allocation of liability of voyage

charter., The following items are : the owner's liability for
loss of or damage to the cargb under the legal regulation; the
Hague Rules, and the contractual regulation; distinctive features
of bills of lading, questions related to the issuing of a bill
of lading under the charter:party, the responsibility for the cargo
when having conflicts between the bill of lading and the charter

party, and owner's right to indemnification for increased cargo



liability incurred under the bill of lading; the receiver's
liability for tranmport charges and related rights and obligations
of the shipowner and the charterer; effect of deviation from the
contract voyage and relation between deviation clause of the
charter parties and provisions of the Hague Rules; effect of
status of war, ice hihdrances; and penalty ldability for the non-
performance of the charter party, These effects and liabilities
are always stipulated as clauses of the most voyage charter party
forms.

Chapter 7 is confined to reviewing briefly some principal
features of fhe contractual regu;ation contained in time charter,
The follewing subjects to be d;scussed : statements relating to
the vessel; the time freight, its conditions of payment and the
owner's right of withdrawal; the charter period and redelivery of
the vessel; the charterer's right to direct the veséel; the
allocation of vessel operating costs; the allocation of the risk
for damage to the cargo or to the vessel; and the allocation of
the risk of loss of time.

Chapter 8 is the conclusion and recommendation. This
chapter indicates the necessity, for persons concerned, in paying
-attention to study national legal regulations and standard charter
party clauses and in having legislation of maritime law concerning
"Charter Parties" in Thailand. This analysis brings out fhat many
charter party clauses continue to cause difficulties in interpreta-
tion and uncertainty in application théreof. It is recommended
that an international expert group should be established, to
proceed with further equity, standardization and modernization of

clauses,
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(Abbreviation)
A.C.
} Appeal Cases
App.Cas.
AMC
American Maritime Cases
AM,.C,
CeA. Court of Appeal
CeBe Common Bench Reports
CeCoA, Circuit Court of Appeal
Com, Cas. Commercial Cases Reports
DMF - Droit maritime francais (French Maritime Law)
E. & B. Ellis and Blackburn's Queen's Bench Reports
Ex, Exchequer Repofts
Fed. Rep. Federal Reporter
F, Supp. Federal Supplement
HGB Handelsgesetzbuch (Commercial Code of Federal
Republic of Gerﬁany)
H.L, House of Lords
K.B. English Law Reports, King's Bench Division
L, Ed. Lawyer's Edition of U.S. Supreme Court opinions
Ll.L.R.
?» Lloyd's List Law Reports
Lloyd's Rep,.

ND Nordiske Domme i Sjgfartsanliggender (Compilation
of Nordic Court decision in maritime cases)
NJA Nytt Jurisdiskt Arkiv (Swedish Supreme Court Reports)

P . English Law Report, Probate Division



QeB. .
.} English Law Report, Queen's Bench Division
QeBsD,
SeC, .
Session Cases
Sess. Cas
TeLa.R, Times Law Reports
U.S. United States Reports (opinion of the United
States Supreme Court (Washington)
Wall Wallace's U,S. Supreme Court Réports

W}L.R. Weekly Law’Reports.
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