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140 (XXX). COLOMBO DECLARATION

The Economic Commission for Asia and the Far Fast,

On the occasion of its thirti.th acuaiiﬂ$

Gravely concerned over the severity of current food

shortages, rising prices of oil, raw materials and industrial
commodities, and the critical balance of payments position
facing many countries of the region,

Reaffirming the aspirations, responsibility and the will
of the peoples of Asia and the Pacific to continue to develop
their national economies on the principle of independence and
self-reliance, and to promote co-operation among countries on
the basis of equality and mutual benefit,

Recognizing the importance of adopting an integrated

approach to economic and social development in solving these
priority problems.

Conscious ~of its responsibility for promoting the
economic and social development of the member countries of
the region, and for continuing to give a lead in regional
co-operation,

Recognizing that the international community of which

it is a part must now turn to meet the new challenges outlined
above,

Expresses the view that the most urgent priorities for

its action are therefore in the fields of food, energy, raw
materials and external financial resources;
Urges its members to mobilize all their available
domestic resources and strengthen their co-operative efforts
at the regional and global levels to meet these prioritiesj
Calls upon the international community to focus as its
highest priority for concerted action on ensuring adequate food
supplies, including the build-up of adequate reserves and to
consider among other measures the establishment of a world

fertilizer fund, as proposed in ECAFE resolutions ooe (XXX 3
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Calls upon the international community, as proposed
in ECAFE resolution ...(XXX), to consider that additional
resources be provided on concessionary terms to assist developing
countries in meeting their urgent balance of payments needs
and long-term developmental requirementsj;

Declares ECAFE's own resolve to intensify action in the
identified priority areas, to work towards an integrated
approach to economic and social development and to assist
subregional and other forms of joint effort within the overall

framework of regional co-operation,

490th meeting,
5 April 1974
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141 (XXX) . CHANGE OF NAME OF ECAFE

The Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East,

Considering Articles 55 to 60 of Chapter IX on
"Internationél Economic and Social Co-operation'" and
Articles 61 to 72 of Chapter X on the "Economic and Social
Council"™ of the Charter of the United Nations,
Taking into account paragraph 3, Article 1, Chapter T3
in relation to Paragraph 1(b), Article 13, Chapter IV of
the United Nations Charter, on international co-operation in
economic, social, cultural, educational and health fields
as well as on human rights and fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion,
Observing that, in line with the integrated approach to
development, the Commission has devoted equal attention to
both economic and social fields among other activities related
to development in general,
Noting that the geographical term "Far East'" emanated
from the viewpoint of countries outside the Asia/Pacific region,
1. Recommends to the General Assembly and to the
Ecomomic and Social Council of the United Nations a change in
the present name of the Commission from "Economic Commission
for Asia and the Far East' (ECAFE) to "Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific" (ESCAP);
2. Requests the Executive Secretary to submit a report
to the thirty-first session of the Commission on the measures

taken to implement this resolution.

490th meeting,
S April 197k,
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142 (%XXX). ESTABLISHMENT OF A WORLD FERTILIZER FUND

The Economic Commission for Asia and the Far Fast,

Aware that the ECAFE region's population constitutes
more than half of mankind and that the majority of people in
many regional member countries are-already living at a level of
bare subsistence,

Noting that assurance of adequate food supplies is
a matter of the utmost priority to the Governments of regional
member countries,

Noting further that, during the past two years, those

countries have been faced with grave problems of food scarcity
and rapidly increasing food prices resulting in malnutrition with
the threat of starvation beconing a near reality,

Recognizing ~that all constraints on increasing food

production should immediately be removed in order to make
adequate food supplies available at reasonable prices,

Acknowledging ~that the area for immediate priority

action that will have a major impact on food supplies and food
Prices is that of fertilizers,

Acknowledging further that Government of many regional

member countries are experiencing difficulties in obtaining
the required quantities of fertilizers at reasonable prices,

Calls upon the Executive Secretary to consult immediately
with the relevant international organizations and with member
governments through the advisory committee of Permanemt
Representatives with a view to formulating for consideration
by the World Food Conference in 1974, concrete proposals for
establishing a world fertilizer fund to assist developing
countries to procure supplies at reasonable prices and to help

expand fertilizer production.

489th meeting,
4 April, 1974,
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143 (XXX), RATIONALIZATION OF THE CONFERENCE STRUCTURE OF

THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR ~SI4 AND THE TFAR EAST

The Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East, " 7

Recalling its resolution 138 (XXIX) on the

rationalization of the conference structure of the Economi

Commission for Asia and the Far East,

Noting that the meetings envisaged in resolution
138 (XXIX) have taken place in accordance with the directives
giveny

Having considered the recommendations resulting from

those meetings, (E/CN,11/L.384) together with the recommendations
of the Executive Secretary (E/CN.11/L.399),

Considering / that it is desirable: (a) to establish

a conference structure whic¢h accords with the major problem
areas of the region but is, at the same time, sufficiently
flexible in order to cope with newly identified priority
areas; (b) to limit the number and duration of meetings in
order to secure not merely an economy of time and resources
but to ensure the most fruitful and effective utilization of
its resources, adequately supplemented where necessaryj; (c)
to overcome the threshold between problem identification and
project implementation, and to improve the secretariat's
capaeity for research and dissemination of informationj and (d)
to improve conference organization and procedures,

1. Decides that henceforth the conference structure and

fraquency of meetings shall conform to the following pattern:
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(a) The Commission shall meet annually at the

ministerial level to discuss and decide upon
important issues concerning economic and social
development in the region, to decide upon
the recommendations of subsidiary bodies and
the Executive Secretary, to examine and
approve the programme of work and priorities
and to take any other decisions required;

(b) (i) The following committees ghall mcct =t

intervals indicated below:

Agricultural Development Once in two years

Econgmie Planning - Once in three years
Industry, Housing and - Annually

Technology

Natural Resources -~ Annually

Population - Once in three years
Social Development - Once in three years
Statistics - Once in two years
trade - Annually

Transport and Communications - Annually
At the Commission's direction there may also be
not more than one ad hoc conference each year to
deal with specific and important matters not
falling immediately within the purview of other

Committees;



(a)

(e)

(f)

(g)

2ob

(ii) The calendar of ﬁeetings shall be so arranged that
no more than 15 working groups of the categories
referred to in this subparagraph shall be held per
calendar year for a maximum of 100 calendar days;

In addition, the following existing bodies under the
auspices of the Commission shall continue to function
as prescribed in their respective statutes and terms of
reference:

Advisory Council, Asian Statistical Institute,
Committee for Co=ordination of Joint Prospecting
for Mineral Resources in Asian Offshore Areas
Committee for Co-ordination of Joint Prospecting
for Mineral Resources in South racific Offshore

Areas

Committee for Co-ordination of Investigations of
the Lower Mekong Basin

Governing Council, Asian Centre for Development
Administration

Special Body on Land-Locked Countries

Typhoon Committee

The terms of reference of the Committee on Agricultural
Development and of the Committee on Statistics shall be
as in Annex I and II respectively;

An Advisory Committee of Permanent Representatives and
other Representatives Designated by Governments of Member
Countries shall be established, the terms of reference

of which shall be as in annex IIT;

In view of the above, the conference structure of the
Commission shall henceforth be as shown in the chart

attached to this resolution as Annex IV;
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2. Requests the Advisory Committee of Permanent Representatives
in consultation with the Executive Secretary, to adjust or reformulate,
as might be necessary, in line with the changes of the conference
structure of ECAFE, the terms of reference for the main legislative
committees other than those in paragraph 1(e) above, including. the
possibility of setting up a committee on shipping and invisibles and
to submit them for approval of the Commission as its thrity-first
session;

3, Decides that the existing structure of subsidiary bodies
functioning below the level of the main committees shall be replaced
by ad hoc intergovernmental bodies after careful examination of the
usefulness of the functions and activities of the subsidiary bodies.
Meetings of the Advisory Committee of Permanent Representatives
shall be convened to examine this question. Its findings shall be
submitted to the relevant committees. Unless the majority of
members of each committee is in favour of retaining the structure
of subsidiary bodies functioning within its terms of reference,
these bodies shall be discontinued. The findings of the committees
and the Advisory Committee of Permanent Representatives on thir
question shall be submitted to the thirty-first session of the ¥
Commission for approval. Until the Commission has decided on this
question, the activities of the subcommittees shall be suspended.

4, Invites the Executive Secretary to undertake whatever
reorganization and rationalization within the secretariat may be
beneficial to the servicing of the new conference structure in

the light of the new priority areas and to improve the performance
of the sceretariat in the implementation of a newly oriented
_programme of work and priorities.

4L9Oth Meceting,
5 April 1974.




Annex I

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COMMITTELE ON AGRICULTURAL

DEVELOPMENT

The Committee on Agricultural Development shall have the following
functions:

(i) To keep under continuing review the situation as regards
food and agricultural development in the region in
relation to other sectors and to the over-all development
of the economy;

(ii) To provide a forum for discussion and exchange of
information and experience among member countries of
the region on matters related to agriculture in the
context of the economic and social development of the
region;

(iii) To review and evaluate the implementation of plans and
programmes in the field of food and agriculture, avoiding
duplication with the work of other bodies within the
region, in relation to over-all economic and social
plans;

(iv) To formulate the Commission's programme of work in the
field of food and agriculture and to review and advise
on its implementation in collaboration with other
ECAFE committees and other international organizations,
especially the Food and fgriculture Organization of
the United Nations;

(v) To recommend such other arrangements as may be
required to carry out the foregoing functions,
including the establishment and ad hoc subsidiary

bodies, if considered necessary and expedient;
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(vi) To transmit ites findings =nd recommendations to the
Governments of member and ossociate member countries;
2nd to export on its activities to the Commission
and co-ordinntion to the Region:sl Conference of the

Food ond Anriculture Or,, .niz.tion.

Annex 11

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS T

The Committce on Statistics will have the following functions:

(i) To provide 2 forum for discussion cmong member
countries of subjects of common interest in the
statistical field;

(ii) To review the progress made by the countrics of the
region in the/ development of statistics;

(iii) To exchange knowledge and experience on important
statistical problems of regioncl interest;

(iv) To promote the ‘adaptition of international statistical
standards-to the conditions and needs of the developing

countrics of the region;

(v) To promote the improvement of the quality of stutistics
and the applicition of mnew techniques;

(vi) To arrange for the exchange of information on
statistical work ond methods among the member
countries;

(vii) To recommend studies on subjects of a regional
character;

(viii) To recommend the orgonization of seminuars, working groups, .
workshops, et¢c., on current developments and techniques
which moy be useful in helping to find solutions to
technical and other problems;

(ix) To review the work programme of the Stiutiztics Division
cnd recommend future lines of workj

() To rucomrend progrommes of, 4Li.chnic int nee to
countrics in the ficld of .t
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(xi) To review the report of the Director of the fsian
Stotistical Institute wnd provide guidance on the
yworking of the Institute;

(%2ii) To mrke recommendations on the disscminntion of
statistical informs tion through publications ~nd
other meuns; ]

(xiii) To ~dvise the Cormicsion on astatisticul m:tters cnd
recport directly to the Conmission.

ﬂnncx;}}l

TERMS OF REFERUNCE OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTLE OF
PERMANTNT REPRESENTATIVES AND OTHER REPRUSENT/TIVIS
DESIGNATTD BY GOVERNMUNTS OF MEMUER CCUNTRILS

The Advisory Committce of Formanent Representatives and other
Represent .tives Designated by Governments of Member Countries
of LECLFE shall hove following functions:

(i) To maint:oin close co-operation ond consultation betwecn
the members nd the seerctariat of the Commissions

(ii) To review the drift ealend-r of meetings, prior to its
submission to the Commission scssiong

(iii) To exchange views with the Ixccutive Secretary on the
provisionil| wgenda for the Commission scosion, bearing
in mind chapter IT of the rules of proccdurc;

(iv) To cssist the secretirint in the formulation of the
- cnnotated provisional agenda for the Commission before
it is fin-lired;

(v) To review thc list of topicc for discussion ot the
inforn2l mecting, if any, of the heads of delegi:tions
held during the Commission scssionj

(vi) To discuss the programme of work -nd prioritics,
including extrcbudgetary requirenients;

(vii) To c.rry out zny other tusks to bc cnivueted to it by
the Cormmission.
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Annex IV, ECAFE CONFERENCE STRUCTURE

ECONOMICA/ = INDUSTRY,2/

nST ATEDP

1/ To be named Committee

2/ The isian Conference on Industrialization
and the AIDC to be constituted into the
Comnittee on Industry, Housing and
Technology.

Enerpy, water and mineral resources
development to be taken up separately,
every third year.

%/

COMMISSION

NATURAL RE=2/ PORULAd/

intergovernmentg} grouns/expert groups

- Typhoon
Committce

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS FOR
_ ASI.N ECONOMIC CO-OPER.TION

~.DVISORY COMMITTEE OF PERM/NENT

REPRESENT/.TIVES ..ND OTHER REPRESENT.TIVES

DESIGN..TED BY MEMBERS EC"FE

socrapd/ starzsd/ TRiDEY  TriNsPorTd/! 4 HOC CoN- ¥/
DEVELO-  TICS  (annual) ND COMMU- : FERENCE (on
PHENT (once in NICATIONS  issiiés not
lohce in %0 (annual) covered by _
three years) the committees
years) o

SPECI.L BODY
ON L/ND-LOCKED

- COUNTRIES

CCOP ' CCOP/SCP..C

Ad hoec conference can be held only by the decision

of the Commission according to felt needs and

priorities in subjects to be specified by it and
should not, in any case exceed more than one in
each year.

No limitation on other group activities.
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144 (XXX). DECENTRALIZ/.TION OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
ACTIVITIES AND STRENGTHENING OF THE ECONOMIC
COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE FAR EALST

The Economic Cormission for Asia and the Far East,

Recalling the resclutions of the General Assenbly and
of the Econonic and Social Council on decentralization and
the strengthening of the regional econonic connissions, in
particular General Assenbly Resolutions 1518(XV), 1709(XVI),
1823(XVII), 1941(XVIII), 2803(XXVI) and Econonic and Social
Council resolutions 793(XXX), 823(XXXII), 879(XXXIV), 955(XXXVI)
and 1601 (LI).

Recalling Further ECAFE resolutions 35(XVIII), 41(XVIII)
and 119(XXVII) on decentralization and strengthening of the
regional economic cornissions, and resolution 127 (XXVIII) on
increase and co-ordination of assistance for regional projects,

Noting the dack of progress since the adoption of these
resolutions,

Ixpressing its appreciation of the strong support accorded
by the United Nations Fund fer Population Activities to the
Cormmission and to the Asian-Population Progranme,

Gravely concerned over the fact that the allocation
of UNDP resources te regional projects in ilsia is not comnnmensurate
with the magnitude of the probléns of the region and the size
of its population,

Teking into account TCAFE's proximity to, experience
of and rnultidisciplinary engagerient in the region's developnent
problens -~ elements which are at the base of the resoclutions
cited in this preaimble,

Recognizing the pressing need to promote the fullest
possible development of the potential of the Commission in
regard to the formulation and implemertation of regional and
sub-regional projects funded through TNDP and UNFPA or directly
by member countries,

VWiarmly welcoming the increasing assistanhce being furnished
to regional projects through the Commission by some developed
countries;
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Requests all developed menber countries and other
interested countries to support or continue to support ECLFE's
activities;

Calls for the rapid decentralization to the Comnission
of all those regional and sub-regional projects within the ECAFE
region of which the United Nations is at present, or could in
future have been expected to become the Executing Agency;

Recommends that the Commission be designated Ixecuting
Agency for such projects, after consultation between the United
Nations, the United Nations Development Programme, the United
Nations Fund for Population lctivities and the Commissiong

Further recomriends that such decentralization and designation
be accompanied by the requisite decentralization of the neans to
implement projects, including appropriate sub-allotment to the
Commission of overhead costs;

Urpes further strengthening of the co-operation between
UNDP, UNFP. and the Commission in order to ensure the Commission's
active participation/in UNDP inter-country programning, in UNFPA
rezional and sub-regipnal programming, and in the evaluation of
projects within the region;

Requests that the text of this resolution be transmitted
to the .dministrator of UNDP for consideration at the session of
its Governing Council in June 1974,

LB9th meeting,
L Lpril 1974
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145 (XXX). BSTABLISHMENT OF TIEL ASIAN CENTRE FOR
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY

The Bcononic Cormission for lsia and the Far Easte.

Recognizing that agriculture is a vital sector of most
countries of the ECAFEL region and that industrial development,
particularly, the development of apro-related industry is also
very important to their economic developnent,

Liware that most countries in the region, confronted
by grave problems resulting fron insufficient food production
coupled with rapid population inercases, are introducing crop .
diversification and multi-cropping,

Recognizing furthermore that there is an urrpent need to
maximize the benefits of the green revolution and to cxtend then
to the nmajority of ‘Asian small farmers who have been left behind
by the green revolution,

Considering that to achieve this end, snall-scale farmers
of the region rust increasingly be equipped with more suitable
tools and nachinery,

Noting with gratification the activities of AIDC and
the secrotariat in . the ficlds of agricultural nachinery industry,

1. Endorses the decision of the ninth session of LIDC
to establish an Lsian centre for agricultural machinery and decides
that it be set up in the Philippines as soon as possible;

2. Expresses gratitude to the Governnent of the Philippines
for its offer of host facilities;

3. Requests the Executive Sccretary to take all
necessary steps for the pronpt establishment of the centre in the
Philippines, including the dispatch of an LECAFE/UNDP/F40/UNIDO
joint session to interested countries, to finalize the project
document, and the convening of a mecting of the Governments of
those countries to adopt the terms of reference and to decide
upon matters relating the Centre's establishment;

L, Urges UNDP to give the most favourable consideration
to providing assistance to this project;
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5. Urges the international oganizations and the
institutions concerned with the development and adaptation of
suitable agricultural machinery, such as United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the Food znd Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations and the International Rice Research Institute,
to extend all possible assistance for the establishment of the

centre.

Looth meeting,
5 April 1974
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146 (XXX) . FINANCING THE URGENT BALANCE OF PAYMENTS
NEEDS AND LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENTAL
REQUIREMENTS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

The Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East,

Gravely concerned over the adverse effects that the
current world-wide inflation, the sharply increased prices of
0il, food grains, fertilizers and many industrial goods, the
shortages in the supply of scne of these commodities as well as
shipping difficulties and rising freight charges are having on
the balance of payments of most countries of the region and,
in particular, on the welfare of the people and on the econonic
development of the developing countries of the ECLFE region,
thus compounding the difficulty of attaining the targets
envisaged for the Second United Nations Developrient Decade,

Noting with satisfaction that a special session of the
General Assembly will be convened to deal with problems of raw
materials and development and the efforts of the United Nations
system to mitigate the adverse effects of the current economic
situation, ;

Recognizing that one inmediate remedy would be the
provision of adequate financial assistance on concessionary
terms, at low interest and with a long-term repayment period,
to developing countries, whose balance of payments and inport
capacity havebeen most seriously affected by a series of adverse
developnments,

Welcoming various initiatives and measures being taken
by countries and organizations to assist the developing countries
in this regard,

Warmly welcoming the initiatives which the oil-expecrting
countries are taking to help other developing countries and in
particular the comnmitments of His Imperial Majesty the Shahanshah
Arya-Mohr of Iran to provide an equivalent of not lees than
US$1 billion to international financial institutions and kis
initiatives for the establishment of a fund on soft terms to
which major oil-exporting countries and industralized countries
would be invited to contribute, for the purpose of assisting
the developing countries to alleviate their inmediate balance
of payments difficulties and to implement their developnent
projects and progranme,
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1. Draws the attention of the special session of the
General Assembly of the United Nations to the initiative of lis
Imperial Majesty the Shahanshah and to the other initiatives
and invites it to corsider means of giving early effect to the
basic objectives envisaged;

2. Requests the International Monetary Fund, the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and other
international financial institutions to extend their fullest
assistance in the mobilization of additional resources and the
channelling of these funds to the developing countries;

3. Recomnends separately that the developed countries
maintain at least their level of assistance on concessional
terms and in forms suitable for speedy balance of payments
assistance to the countries nost seriously affected by adverse
developnent, and that, in particular, they complete as soon as
possible the arrangement for replenishing the resources of the
International Development Associatiop;

L4, Further recommends that all other appropriate measures
be taken by countries to curb the inflationary price increases
that are burdening the balance of payments of developing
countries;

5. Invites the Executive Secretary to transmit this
resolution to the President of the Economic and Social Council
with the request that it be brought to the notice of the General
Lssembly at its special session,

4L90th meeting,
5 April 1974
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