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ABSTRACT

The Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East, has the
task of carrying out the purposes and ideals indicated in the harter.
Twenty-eight years agoy, BECAFE came into being with a membership of ten
countries, the majority of them non-Asian. Since then, the Commission
has continucusly gone forward, steadily enlapging upon its concepts,
its works aad its objectives. It was not long before it became pre=-
dominantly Asian by acquiring sufficient Asian members to constitute
a steadily growing majority. It also widened its Sscope of work from
post-war reconstruction to development.

The Commission, by establishing a growing number of important
large-scale projects led by the Mekong, the Asian H1ghway, the Asian
Instltuce and the Asian Development Bank projects;, has come to embody
a further ideal in development: Its present - and future role may be
summed up as the product of two main concepts, First, in substantive
developnent efforts, ECAFE acts as a pan-Asian Instrument to formulate
and 1mdement the increasing numbers and range of development projects
and progyammes that are regional and sub=-regional in Scope. The Second

concep’., as an organizational or operational med'um, it has become

/ a regional ..,



a regional spring-board for the United Nations system and for those
countries which co-operate through international programmes, thus
serving as a means for implementing global, sectorp]l. and other

policies at the regional level,
Problems facing the Commission are numerous. Nationalism,

State'sovereinty in the system of International relations are already
great obstacles to the Commission's works, hindered furthermore by

heterogeneity and political conflicts in the Region,

Increasing attention of the Southeast Asian countries
through increasing convergence of interests constitutes the key to
the progress of ‘the Commission which will bring about the prosperity

of the Region. This is the essence of this thesis,
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Asian Coconut Community

Asian Centre for Development and Administration

Asian Development Bank

Agency for International Development

Asian Industrial Development Council

Asociacion Latino-Americano de Libre Comercio or LAFTA
Association of Natural Rubber Producing Countries
Asian Rice Trade Fund

Association of South East Asia

Association of South East Asian Nations

Asian and Pac¢ific Council

Asian Statistical Institute

Committee for Co-ordination of Joint Prospecting for
Mineral Resources in Asian Offshore Areas

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East

Economic Commission for Europe

Economic Commission for Latin America

Economic and Social Council

Buropean Economic Community

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

International Atomic Energy Agency

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
or World Bank

Inter-American Development Bank

International Labour Organization

Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization
International Monetary Fund

International Rice Research Institute



ITU
LAFTA
PCA
OAS
SEAST
UNCTAD
UNDP
UNESCO

UNICEF
UNIDO
UPU
WFP
HO
110

International Telecommunication Union

Latin American Free Trade Association or ALALC
Pepper Community of Asia

Organization of American States

South East Asian Iron and Steel Institute

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

United Nations Children's Fund

United Nations Industrial Development Organization
Universal Postal Union

World Food Programme

Horld Health Organization

World Meteorological Organization
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