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Thesis Title The Formation of Concepts of Citizenship from
Social Studies Textbooks at the Lower Elementary

Level

Name Mr. Somnug Ongerb

Department Elementary Education

Academic Year 1971

ABSTRACT

The aim of this thesis is to study the content of the
Social Studies textbooks and the supplementary books used in
the elementary schools in Thailand, in the case of formation
of concept of citizenship. It is a continuing research of
Wallop Poompuang's "The Thai openion of citizenship" on 1970.

A1l datas are composed of:

1. Contents Analysis Table of population from 15 Social
Studies textbooks.

5. Contents Analysis Table of population from 60
supplementary books.

3, Questionnaire for random population of the administra-
tive, important persons and Social Studies teachers: 7

The datas for this thesis have the validity and reliabi-
lity. Some of the datas come from the reliable and accurate

resources which have been collected.



The results of the research show that contents in the
Elementary Social Studies textbooks and the supplementary books
support the formation of concept of Citizenship and the promo-
tion of the understanding of their cultures, morality and family.

Although there are slightly differences - the content of
the Social Studies textbooks and supplementary books, the con-
cepts and the basic purposes are still the same.

1. The possible errors found in these learners are the
lack of "The formation of concepts of Citizenships." The should
be encouraged to follow the current affairs of their location.
Only 20% of the Social Studies textbooks serve this purpose.

Only the religious values are clearly shown in these
textbooks in an almost complete form,

2. Textbooks of Pratom 3-4 level give much more contents
o%_the adaptation into Thai Society, culture and morality; but
not enough on the religious value. The lack of contents at
this level is responsible for the lack of responsibility in civil
laws, for example: taxation, voting and the military selection.

Most textbooks give very little concepts on religious
values, the adaptation of self to the society, and the under-
standing of democracy. The present day Educational philosophy
and contents in the Social Studies textbooks and Supplementary
books are found inadequate to form youth to be come good and

well informed citizens.



3, Some of the seven ecducators' ideas deserved to be
mentioned are:

A1l of the Social Studies textbooks and supplementary
books make learners know only the content, but not know how o
practice it.

The results of the research show the lack of purposes
of the curriculum in building the concepts of Citizenships.

The researcher's suggestions are:

1. To revise the Social Studies curriculum in Elementary
level by adding the formation of concepts of Citizenships.

2. To revise the arrangement in the Social Studies
textbooks and supplementary books by increasing cfficiency of
"The formation of concept of Citizenship."

3, To improve the Social Studies teaching methed in
Elementary level to make the learners know how to think and
form their own concepts.

4, To study the Social Studies textbooks and supplementary
books concerning the quantity of "The formation of concepts of

Citizenships" in the wider sScope.
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