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Abstract

Edible invertebrates from 11 provinces in the Eastern
and western parts-of/ Thailand between 1979 -~ 1981 were collected
and studied, Species, habitat /and local utilization especially
for human consumption were recorded. Specimens, mostly from
the morning markéts, fishing ports were photographed, preserved
(in 10% Formalin or 70% Alcohol), indentified and then deposited
in the Invertebrate Museum of the Department of Biology, Faculty

of science, chulalongkorn University.

From the study, 5 phyla, 9 classes, 54 Families and 141
species are considered as an important economic fauna.
Two species of jellyfish Rhophilema hispidum and

Lobonema smithi (coelenterates) are consumed among the local

people along the coastse

Among Molluscs, 18 species of Gastropods, 35 species

of Bivalves, 16 species of Cephalopods are used as food.



Among Arthropods, 22 species of marine prawns, 7 species
of fresh water prawns, 21 species of marine crabs, 3 species
of fresh water crabs, 1 species of hermit crabs, 1 species of
mole crabs, 1 species of Mysids, 6 species of mantis shrimps,
2 species of horse-shoe: crabs and 3 species of insects are

edible.

Among Echinoderms, only two species of sea cucumbers
are collected by fishermen. . They ‘are smoked and dried up

mainly for exporte

Because the/Eastern part is located along the coast,
there are more varieties and quantities the invertebrate fauna
than those of the western parts Among the Western provinces,
petchburi and pPrachuabkirikhan-are-considered more plenty of
edible invertebrates while the rest/lof the provinces utilized

both freshwater and land fauna ‘as supplement.
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