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ABSTRACT

Parts of the coastal areas of Chon Buri and Rayong, or presently
known as Thailand's Eastern Seaboard area in the sense of development
planning, are the target areas for numerous development projects, namely,
infrastructures, soda ash, fertilizers, sponge iron, steel, petroleum
refinery and petrochemical industries, as well as the industrial estates.
Therefore, the present investigation aims at presenting some environmen-
tal geological considerations for planners and dicision makers to
understand the area so that the efficient use of land and resources

could be harmoneously achieved with minimum or no environmental impact.

The relevant parameters of the environment geological study
cover almost all of the physical characteristics within the area,
namely, physiographical and geological setting, mineral resources,
surficial deposits, water resources, marine geological conditions
including tourist and recreational resources. In addition, the socio-
economic background of Chon Buri and Rayong provinces are reviewed for

understanding the basie social environment of the area. The approach



to those parameters includes the following basic tasks : collection,
compilation and review of existing information, maps and reports
describing various features of the studied area as well as adjacent
areas; conducting field investigations, surveys, samplings and laboratory
analyses for additional required data to describe, identify and quantify
the existing condition of environmental geology as well as the socio-
economic background of the area; evaluating the environmental geological
conditions of the area in terms of the development potential and limitation
as related to the proposed development plan; and providing the recommen-
dations for future development programmes on the basis of detailed
investigation and evaluation of existing environmental and geological

conditions.

Various aspects of environmental geology previously analyzed
are integrated and synthesized in terms of the development potential
for residential, heavy industrial, and agricultural purposes. In
addition, tourist resorts and recreational velues as well as other
sensitive environmental resources and restricted areas have been carefully
identified and located so that appropriate precautionary measures can
be taken to avoid or minimize the environmental problems that might
occur. It is also anticipated that the detailed data base on various
aspects of environmental geology available from the present study should

be beneficial for any other specific development planning purposes.
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