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ABSTRACT

The British Cabinet originated from asgroup of persons who
maintained close relationship with the King and served as councillors
in the Privy Council in the 18th century: As the base of its power
shifted the Cabinet gained more political influence. In the early
period, the Cabinet was appointed and responsible to the monarch; later
the Cabinet was formed by the majority party in the House of Commons
and responsible to the Parliament especially to the House of Commons,

The Cabinet is the real core of the British political system.
In term of its power and responsibilities, the Cabinet serves as the
final decision~making body, the chief of the executive branch, the
highest co-cordinator of all branchegof the government. The Cabinet
is accountable for its performance to the Parliament. The collective
responsibility of the Cabinet and the government, the mutual respon=-
sibility of the government and the Parliament, and the support from
the major party in the House of Commons for the government are the
principles which enable the Cabinet to fulfill its roles.

The Cabinet performs its duties by sessions of meetings.
The Prime Minister, the inner cabinet, the partial cabinet, the
Cabinet Office, and the cabinet committees all play important and
effective parts in the cabinet meetings and the implementation of
its policies,




In practice, the Cabinet becomes the most poweriul of all
British political institutions., It can be said that the Dritish
government systeﬁ is a Cabinet Government which enjoys popular
consent and support that manifestation of which is expressed through
the election of the members of the House of Commons, whose major

party in the House will form the Cabinet and the govermment.

The uncertain sizec of the Cabinet, the incresing burdens of
the government, the differences in status and rank among the members
of the govermment, the influence of the high civil servants as well
as the experts in some fields, and the pressure groups, are the
problems confronting the British Cabinet systems It is noteworthy
that nearly all members of the Cabinet and of the government are
elites who have similar educational backgeounds,

Despite the unwritten constitution, the Dritish Cabinet system
will effectively function as long as the vital factors favarable to
its operations prevail,he Important among them are the existence of
highl&—disciplined two party system, the recognition of the rules of
the game by the two parties, and the acceptance of the relavant
political traditions by other political institutions.
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