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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the attitudes
of Thammasart University students toward Buddhism and Buddhist
monks. This research is a comparative study of attitudes of students
according to major field of study, sex, nationality, having heard
or not heard Buddhist sermons, personal ideals and principles. 2An
average of 40% of sample population are 4th year students from the
Faculty of Commerce/Accounting and from the Faculty of Arts, 125

and 69 students respectively.

This study can be divided into 2 aspects which are docu-
mentary research and field research using questionnaires, data
evaluation and investigation of general conditions, especially
ideas conwerning Buddhism and Buddhist monks. The data is calau~
lated in percentages. The results in general are:

1. Mostly the students indicate a good attitude toward
Buddhism. They all agree that Buddhist doctrine, stimulate a sense

of responsibility. They agree that a research for truth and goodness



would benefit those who practice Buddhist ideals. Beside the
said advantages, these doctrines can be used in the daily life
it they arec properly clarified. The students also think that
Buddhism is important for mind-controlled.

3. The student express good attitudes towards strict,
well-behaved. monks who preach Buddhism to the people and at
the same time are useful to their community in area of education
and development.

The results in more detail are:

The Attitudes of Thammasart students toward Buddhism

a) There is no difference in attitudes toward Buddhism
according to the students’' major field of study.
b) As classified by sex, there is some difference
the women approve of Buddhism rather more than the men.
c) Attitudes are different among nationality, the Thai
students are more amenable to Buddhism than are the Chinese.
d) There is no difference in attitudes towards Buddhism
between students who have heard sermons and those who have not.
€) There is some evidence of different attitudes toward
Buddhism according to personal ideals and standards of the students
i.e., whether or not they :
l. 1live a moral life
2. have no particular goal; goals depend on the
environment.

3. live as they please



4. are searching for wealth, fame and honor.
5. devote themselves, to creating better conditions

in their own community.

The attitudes of the first group is more favorable toward

Buddhism than any other groups.

The attitudes of Thammasart students toward Buddhist monks

a) There is no differénce in attitudes toward monks ac-
cording to the students' major field of study.

b) When classified by sex, there is a difference i.e.
women approve of monks rahter more than men

¢} There is no difference is attitude towards monks
as classificd by nationality.

d) There is no difference in attitude towards monks
between those who have heard sermons and those who have not.

e¢) There is no difference in attitudes toward monks

according to the personal ideas and standards of the students.
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