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Thesis Title Word Frequency in English Reading Texts for
the Upper Secondary School

Name Mrs. Suta Mettraipantha

Department Secondary Education

Agademic Year 1972

ABSTRACT

Objectives

This study attempted to determine the frequency of words
in the English reading texts for the upper secondary school which
the Ministry of Education suggested to be used as an intensive

reading and an extensive readinge.

Procedure

1. Determined the words which were not counted. They were
the words in the upper elementary school and the lower secondary

school, There were 1723 words in both levels.
2. Determined the criteria for counting elaboratelye.

3. Selected the words which occurred 3 times or more in

each book, then presented them in alphabetical orders

L4, Checked the selected words with the words in A General

Sepvice List of English ilords by Michael West and assumed that

the words which exist in Michael West's were active vocabulary

and the rest were passive vocabularye.

5. 1030 words which had the total frequency of 6 times
or more were selected and presented in alphabetical order, and
assumed that they were the words which the students in the upper

secondary school should know.



Findings

1. The amount of the words which occurred 3 times or more
in 15 books were 3029. A Pair of Spectacles had the least voca-

bulary of 48 words and A Tale of Two Cities had the most vocabulary
of 426 words.

2. The amount of the words that the students of the upper

secondary school should know were 1030 words
Suggestions

1. The teachers who teach the English reading texts for
the upper secondary school should cheeck the words of high frequency

in each book in order to select the words appropriately.

2. The teachers who teach the same group of students should
cooperate in checking the words of high frequency in each book,
then help each other teach the words which occurred repeatedly in
the hooks selected.

3, The teachers who teach writing should collect high
frequency words in those selected books and let the students

write them in sentences or in essays.

L, The teachers should make use of these lists of high

frequency in evaluation.
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