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nAguan 2.

THE DEAN RUSK-THANAT XHOMAN JOINT STATEMENT,

WASHINGTON, 6TH MARCH 1962

The foreign Minister of Thailand, Thanat Khoman, and the Secretary
of State, Dean Rusk, met on several occasions during the past few
days for discussions on the current situation in Southeast Asia,
the Southeast Asia Collective Defence Treaty and the Security of

Thailand.

The Secretary of State reaffirmed that the United States
regards the preservation of the independence and integrity of
Thailand as vital to the national interests of the United States
and to world peace. He expressed the firm intention of the United
States to aid Thailand, its ally and historic friend, in resisting

Communist aggression and subversion.

The Foreign Minister and the Secretary of State reviewed
the close association of Thailand and the United States in the
Southeast Asia Collective Defence Treaty and agreed that such
association is an effective deterrent to direct Communist aggres-
sion against Thailand. They agreed that the Treaty provides the
basis for the signatories collectively to assist Thailand in case
of Communist armed attack against that country. The Secretary of
State assured the Foreign Minister that in the event of such
aggression, the United States intends to give full effect to its

obligations under the Treaty to act to meet the common danger in
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accordance with its constitutional processes. The Secretary of
State reaffirmed that this obligation of the United States does
not depend upon the prior agreement of all other parties to the
Treaty, since this Treaty obligation is individual as well as

collective.

In reviewing measures to meet indirect aggression, the
Secretary of State stated that the United States regards its
commitments to Thailand under the Southeast Asia Collective Defence
Treaty and under its bilateral economic and military assistance
agreements with Thailand as providing an important basis for United
States actions to help Thailand meet indirect aggression. In this
connection the Secretary reviewed with the Foreign Minister the
actions being taken by the United States to assist the Republic

of Viet-Nam to meet the threat of indirect aggression.

The Foreign Minister assured the Secretary of State of
the determination of tle Government of Thailand to meet the threat
of indirect aggression by pursuing vigorously measures for the

economic and social welfare and the safety of its people.

The situation in Laos was reviewed in detail and full
agreemnent was reached on the necessity for the stability of South-

east Asia, of achieving a free, independent and truly neutral Laos.

The Foreign Minister and the Secretary of State reviewed
the mutual efforts of their governments to increase the capabili-
ties and readiness of the Thai armed forces to defend the Kingdom.

They noted also that the United States is making a significant
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contribution to this effort and that the United States intends to

accelerate future deliveries to the greatest extent possible.

The Secretary and the Foreign Minister also took note of
the work of the joint Thai-United States Committee which has been
established in Bangkok to assure effective cooperation in social,
economic and military measures to increase Thailand's national
capabilities. .They agreed that this joint committee and its sub-
committee should continue to work toward the most effective utili-
zation of Thailand's resources and those provided by the United

States to promote Thailand's development and security.

The Foreign Minister and the Secretary were in full agree-
ment that continued economic and social progress is essential to
the stability of Thailand. They reviewed Thailand's impressive
economic and social progress and the Thai Government's plans to

accelerate development goals.

The Foreign Minister and the Secretary of State mlso dis-
cussed the desirability of an early conclusion of a treaty of
friendship, commerce and navigation between the two countries
which would bring into accord with current conditions the existing

treaty of 1937.
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