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The speech of 6 Thai mothers as directed to their infants
{Infant Directed Speech-IDS) was investigated longitudinally at . five
different infants’ ages: newborn, 3 months, 6 months, 9 months, and 12 months
and to adults (ADS) in natural home setting.  This maternal speech was
examined in two aspects: 1) the phonetic characteristics, specifically, the
prosodic . aspects-pitch, tempo, and  loudness; and 2} the pragmatic
characteristics,i.e., the speech acts, .

In terms of the phonetic characteristics, prosodic features were
acoustically analyzed. They ‘are fundamental frequency, frequency range,
syllable duration, utterance duration, numbers of syllable per utterance, and
intensity. Results of a-ecomparison between IDS and ADS showed that IDS used
higher fundamental frequency,  greater frequency range, longer syllable
duration, shorter utterance duration, and less numbers of syllable per
utterance. Concerning the age-related changes of prosodic features, at
newborn it was characterized by longer syllable duration, longer utterance
duration, and less numbers of syllable per utterance. While at six months
the use of higher pitch @and/larger pitch range was .very dominating. By 12
months, most prosodic features were almost similar to those of ADS. The
variations between the age groups ip all aspects were statistically analyzed
using the Analysis of Variance (ANOVAj). It was found that every variation of
the prosodic features investigated -across age groups was statistically
significant. i

In terms of pragmatic characteristics, there were 24 types of
linguistic action verbs (LAVs) found. They are to inform, describe, explain,
count, call, questicn, order, request, blame, warn, threaten, forbid,
persuade, exclaim, sing, calm; -Comfort, praise, tease, complain, reflect in
- word, greet, give turn, and keep turn. These LAVsS were classified into five
major types of speech -act veibs [SAVs). 1} _assertives 2) questions 3)
directives 4) expressives 5) interaction management. _Expressives weré “found
most at all ‘ages except—at 12 months. At & months, mothers used expressives
the most. Among the expressives, to tease was found most. Assertives and
directives were found most in IDS directed to the 12 months old. A higher
percentage of questions was. found used with the newborns and the 3 months
old,
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List of Symbols and Abbreviations

Thai Phonemes

The consonants, vowels, and tones below are used in the transcription of

the data in this study.

Consonants
Bilabial | Labiodental | Alveolar | Palatal Velar Glottal
voiceless p* ™ k* ?
unaspirated stops
voiceless ph th kh
aspirated stops
voiced stops b d
fricativcs f ] h
nasals i n¥ 0
lateral ]
trill r
approximants vy i

*consonants with asterisks can occur in syllable initial and syllable final positions

Vowels

Front Central Back
High #3 W, ur: u, u
Mid e, e Y, 0, O
Low T, & a,a: 0,0
Diphthongs

three short diphthongs-. /ia/, /wia/ fua/
three long diphthongs- /iia/, /uaia/ Juia/

Tones
mid= 0
low= 1
falling = 2
high= 3
rising = 4




Abbreviations

Class, = Classifier

Pre V. = Preverb

Ptc. = Particle

Final Ptc. = Final Particle
QM = Question Marker
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