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Thesis Title Political Attitudes of the Field Grade Officer of

the Royal Thai Army, Navy and Air Force
Name Cdr. Surapas Tapaman R.T.N.

Academic Year 1976

ABSTRACT

Military officers have played an important role in Thai
polities for a long time. The intervention of the military
has apparently been seen after B.E, 2475. The military eletes in
praetorian society as Thailand are Field Grade officers of the
Royal Thai Army and Wavy., They are able to hold political power
because of their key ranks and being commander of combat units.
Political behaviour of the military has been inereasingly

conservative in the last decade,

The fact that the military are now not directly involved
in politics, does not guarantee that they will not become more
politically active again or their political influence has become
insignificant. Therefore the study of politicel attitudes of
the military officers still has an important value for under-
standing Thai politics, particularly regarding their reaction
to the present Thai political system,

Approaches employed in this thesis are divided into two

parts, the first parts is concerned with document research and



the second part is field research. The results of research are
as follows:

1+ Liberalism and Conservatism political attitudes of the
Militery officers are relatively low. . The political
attitudes of the naval officers are more liberl than Army and
Air Force officerss The Ammy and Air Force officer are likely
conservative, :

2+ Liberalism and Conservatism are related to age, The
younger officers are more liberal and less conservative. The
older officers are more conservative and less liberal,

3. Liberalism and Conservatism are associated with the
level of education, The more educated officers are the more
liberal and less conservative they will be, The older officers
are more conservative and less liberal,

L. Liberalism and Conservatism are retated to the place
of training. The foreign training officers are much more liberal
and less conservative than the officers who are domestically-trained,

S« Liberalism and Convertism are related to origin
domiciles The officers born in Bangkok Metropolitan are more
liberal and less conservative than the officers born remote regions,
as such central, northern, northeeast and southern respectively,

6, Liberalism and Conservatism are associated with
father's occupations, The officers whose fathers are military
and Civilservice officers are more conservative and less liberal
than the officers whose fathers are others occupation as such

farmer, merchants and employee, i



The further recommendation political attitudes research
in Military Field is the General Group officers, Cadets, Non

Commission officers,
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