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Thesis Title ILabor Force Pattern and Socio-ccondmic

Change among Rural Youth in Thailand
ljame Miss Amphorn Kiennilsiri .

Academic Year 1975

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the pattern of
employment of youth labour in rural areas, and the economic and
social changes among the youths who have attended courses at the
Occupation Training Centre of the Department of Community Develop-
ment. The subject group comprises those who completed the Job
Training Programme at the centre at Tambol Nongbua, Amphur Muang, .
Kanchanaburi Province, and at Tambol Champakpaew, Amphur Kaengkoi,
Saraburi Province, These trainees came from 50 Tambols and 124
villages in/ provinces, namely, Kanchanaburi, Saraburi, Chainat and
Lopburi, and mumbered 430. The results of this study are as follows:~-

Before joining the Job Training Programme, 89.6 per cent odf
the youth helped their parents in agricultural work and few had
any occupational skill. After training, there was a noticeable
change in their labour employment pattern: 47.7 percent took up new
occupations, leaving only 42.8 per cent in agriculture. The non-
agricultural consists of 24 per cent generzl employment 10.2 per
cent mechanical tasks, 12,1 per cent factory work

There was also labour mobility: 44 per cent of the youths
left their original domiciles temporarily or permanently, and only

56 per cent remained at home,



68,6 per cent of the youths after training could now use
their knowledge to do jobs which increased production and income
for the family. This same mmber also invested more with resources

from their own funds and borrowings from money-lenders.
The return for their investment, however was not encouraging.

Both the youths and their parents agreed that profit from invest-
ment was small because the distribution of their products mainly

depended on middlemen., The change was, therefore, on the improve-
ment of production techniave and increasing output rather than
significant increase in family income,

Relations with neighbours seem to have benefited from the
training. 75.0 per cent of parents and 62 per cent of youths
interviewed report that neighboms had higher regards for the youths'
knowledge and ability than previously. - Both categories of respon-
dents also appreciated the training experience as a source of pres-—
tige.

Meanwhile, better relations developed between the youth
traineeé and govermment officials: 77.7 per cent of the youths
often asked for advice from the officials of different departments,
On the other hand, many youths complained that many government
officials did not often visit and give advice to peopte, Only
those from Cormunity Development Department, whose duties involved
regular contacts with villagers, visited them frequently (65.1 per
cent fowourable responses).

Change in social organization, whereas the Development of

Youth Occupation Programme emphasizes on the setting up of various



occupation and youth groups in the villages it appcars that 45.4
per cent of the youths have not done so.

Change in manpower development. Data, indicate that trained
youth have gained more skill and talent in working than before.
This conld be called improvement in the quality of population,

From this study, we have found that the changes in labour
employment and social and economic conditions among the youths and
their families have not reached the goals of the Development of
Youth Occupation Progremme as planned by the Community Development
Department, particularly, in its attempt to prevent labour movement
from rural to urban arecas, which seems to have increased as a

result of this programme,
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