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CHANYAPAT LORMANEENOPARAT : THE PROTECTION OF JUVENILE
DEFENDANT OFFERING HIMSELF AS A WITNESS ON THE CRIMINAL
TRIAL. ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. PAREENA SRIVANICH, 130 pp.

Thailand’s Criminal Procedure Code Section 172 tri provides the extra
witness examination methods for protecting a child witness whose age is not over
eighteen years old, but limits the use of such methods only for the child victim or
witness. Although Thailand also has the Juvenile and Family Court and the Procedure
of Juvenile and Family Litigation Act B.E. 2553 which provides the procedure of the
criminal case that an accused is a juvenile, it does not provide the extra methods as
provided in the Criminal Procedure Code. Thus, the existing rules of Thai laws are not
sufficient for protecting the rights and mental condition of a juvenile accused which
may be violated and affected by the witness examination proceeding as well as the
child victim’s and witness’. When a child with the unusual mental state has to testify,
his testimony may be inaccurate. Consequently, it is necessary to apply the provided
child witness examination methods with the witness examination of a juvenile
accused in order to provide an equal protection for a juvenile accused and child
victim and witness.

However, since there are several of such methods provided and the
abundant number of undecided cases, the application of those methods must be
limited only in the necessary instances. Therefore, this thesis suggests the
appropriate ways to improve Thai law in order to protect both the juvenile welfare and

the interest of justice.

Field of Study : LAWS Student’s Signature
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