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Thesis Title Political Modernization in Thailand : A Study of
Early National Integraticn.
Name Police Sub Lieutenant Ban¢hong Thansayanond

Department Governmarnt.
Academic Year 1976

Thai traditional ﬁ;tcgl We-ystem since Sukhothai period

until the early Bangkok dy 'sty pgmod, power relationship between
the central government and/ ],pcal lea.&ersh:l.ps was politically and

administratively weak(.\ Ther&»wer\e/\iqme a.mportant reasons which were

caused by lacking of ot Tg POWST COnSo (éf.zion in the early Thai
government administratjf.)gn, .

Firstly, the instability of the kingship institution, which
was the center of politics and government administration. It was
not properly equippédwith strong boncl of political power sutcession,
Therefore, the power usurp was common during that time, Further-
more, the kingship institution was under the influence of high ranking
officers including noblemen and royal families, The viceroy position
was also an gbstruction to the king!'s absolute power, The kingship
institution; in the past, was lack of stability and the - theoritical

absolute power, It consequently caused difficulties in power control

over the remote parts of the kingdom,



Y T T T T P T T - m -

Sccondly, the central administration, which was devided into
four sections: Weing, Wang, Clang and Nac, accordiné to their duty
end responsibilitics, was practically over'apped works in its func-
tions It was lack of coordination and inefficient enough to bring
about power consolidation into the center Thirdly, the local
administration in the past was composed of interior, and exterior
cities and the tributary statess This system which gave excessive
power to the local leaders cwsed %r concentration in dlfferent
parts of the kingdom, enal_\ﬂ’_}tupp, :wédetrmnental to the national

unity. Accordingly, the)e/rj// “of mﬁm@ integration during
thi se period could not<cec /éh AS-N

/3 T/", ! ~
[ NG

e
)

-;;J.:ongko\m (King Rama V),

Up to the reign 6

/ % {\ { ‘
political, administrative ;@lﬁm aspects had been modernizaed
in order to countcruct th&%‘tm wxpea:'lul}sm. The goal was to

build up national unltgr Tho eo rlv royal oﬁ/lcy was to create

stability in thc central powers.This was the purpose behinds the

setting of the Council of State and the Privy Council in according
to draw back the power from the vi‘r.‘\ﬂ.uential Boonnak family. He
abolished the position of viceroy w.ich for keeping his absolute
powery To reform finence administration had solved the problems
of national intewests instead of the group cr pesoncl interestss
By mean of thiese processes the centrel power had been gradually
stabilized. The next stage, King Chulalongkorn had improved the
structure of central administration to be more efficientw by
establishing 12 ministries with functionol and specialization of

tasks and responsibilities, After the stabilization of the central



il

power and the improvement of the central administrative efficiency,
he contimied tc expand his power to cover remote aree by using the
Monthonthesapibasn systems For this syctem he had devided the area
of the country into 18 regicns. The regional administrators or
governors werc appointed from the cenbral government with clear and
well defindcd chain of command. 411 regions were put under the
jurisdiction of Ministry of Interiore. The aftermath of the imorove-
ment in political and administratjiﬁ /system had helped to stabilized

the central gevernment., le\*fpsxl&on of power had been achieved
S——— \ —_—_—

and the national unity b\e/ t£km So we may conclude that
o ’ \ \ ‘
the national integratiow .

\ N
(iend coulé\clearly be seen in the
V4 Pl N
reign of King Chulolongk )‘r \
,ﬁ N N

e MR, . .
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