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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis'is to give general characteris-
tics of Knongpo Diary €o-op mewbers who raise milk cowse This thesis
is a comparative study-of co-op members who raise milk cows for a
long time {fiore than 7 years) and members who raisg milk cows for

a feu years (1-3 years).

The data in this study are derived from the writer's survey
research, The_survey was conducted during.1-30 April 1976 when 30%

of Knongpo'Diary Co-op members weré interviewed.

It was found that members who raise milk cows for .over 7
years have quite outstanding characteristics, that is they are
rather older in age than other groups, have lowest level of educa-
tion (grade 4), highest social and economic status, with largest

and most efficient farm businesses; The tendency is that this group



have more traditional belief than other groups, have more communi-
cation with people who live within.and outside the commmity, read
newspaper and agricultural.magazines most frequently, and listen to
radio and television more frequently..dhese characteristics are
opposite to the characteristics of those members who raise milk cows
for a few years. The latter group consists of people both young and
old of low socialestatus, with high percentage of people with grade
4 education. They own small inefificiently operated farms, have moderate
economic status, hold no traditienal belief and rate of contact with
people outside the community andlrate of use of mass media such as
newspaper; agriculturél magezine, ‘radio and television are lowest.
Members who raise milk cows for f9ur to six years are the group of
moderate characteristies, that is, their characteristics are in the
middle between group 1 (those who raise milk cows for 1-3 years) and

group 3 (those who raise milk cows for over 7 years).

The characteristics of members who raise milk cows for over -
seven years are similar to the characteristics of the innovators
studied by Rogerssim Colombia except’ for the level of education and

degree of folk beliefe
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