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# # 5573318525 : MAJOR REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT
KEYWORDS: SWANGKANIVES / SENIOR CONDOMINIUM / ELDERLY HOME / ELDERLY CONDOMINIUM

SUJITRA  JIRAVANICHKUL: BEHAVIOR AND LIVING CONDITION OF THE ELDERLY IN

SAWANGKANIVES. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. TRIRAT JARUTACH, pp.

Sawangkanives phase Il is the condominium designed for living for seniors completed in
March 2013. Objectives of this study were (1) to study living behaviour and (2) living conditions and
(3) to investigate problems, limitations and determine solutions and (4) to propose designs suitable
for various groups of senior residents. Methodology used to obtain data includes questionnaires and
in-depth interviews in 25 sessions with a group of 110 resident participants from Phase | and Il of the
residential project. Case studies were conducted by means of observation, inspection of living
quarters, and inquiry about common areas as well as gathering further comments from subjects. In a
few cases of senior residents who did not commonly stay in the condominium, questionnaires were
sent followed by telephone interviews to obtain-information. Furthermore, the researcher
interviewed the executive and the manager regarding project management issues, activities, and

complaints from residents.

Data and information of residents’ behaviour and living conditions was gathered
from 3 groups of senior including (1) an independent group with regular stay, who used spaces in
various ways such as their own room, indoor common spaces, and exterior areas around buildings
depending on personal preferences and physical ability, (2) an independent group with non-regular
stay who, for the most part stay in their room or the canteen or library and (3) a group who require
assistance with regular stay who spent most of their time in their room. Problems found in bedrooms
mostly concerned ventilation. In other areas, problems included inadequate and distant parking
spaces, lack of wi-fi service, few menu options in the canteen and activities that were designed solely
for the elderly; Provision of services tended to be slow and there was often a shortage of staff who

themselves were often not service-minded.

The study concluded that senior requiring assistance had different needs from
independent groups for instance, requiring more spacious walkways, bedrooms, living rooms and
washrooms to accommodate wheelchair, additional assistive devices and personal or facility
provided caregivers. Accordingly, the facilities require different design specifications for different types
of use which may not align with the principles of Universal Design due to factors as living conditions
(independent and assisted), type of stay (regular and non-regular), and employment of caregivers. It
is recommended that independent and non-independent groups should be managed under the
same project; however, zoning should adapt to provide more convenient management of facilities,

services and interpersonal relations with residents.

Department: Housing Student's Signature

Field of Study: Real Estate Development Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2013
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Aging in place is:
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