Chapter IV
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In Chapter 11 we discussed tonal development in Tai

languages. Following the methodology of Gedney (1973), there are 20

different tone boxes for PT wo hg PT Tones; A, B, C, DL and DS
are subdivided into 4 ton& oxe: ‘based L B initial consonants classes.
Throughout this thesis —“““'- cognaie_WoOrds based on these 20 tone

boxes which we refer tg Because

. Ds4.
this system for refegafi // ?\\\\\5\\\ al differentiation of
possible proto tone ca : f '\ \;\\
synchronic recognition find gor \\
In Chapte v-T Ve SE f

':| ning of tonal

ient system for the
Tai languages.

development in the 1C anguage a table presenting

s;,, -
the patterning of tones I:mse on—Coedng ’73) was presented. These tone

tables are reproducgd
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Table 48 PG Language Tone Tables

a3

Tai Mao Tal Nia Tai Khamti Tai La
— —_ — o~

A B C DL DS A B C DL DS A B C DL DS A B C DL DS
1 1 45 4 1 1 1 45 4 1 1 4t 1) 1 135 3 1
2 4 5 4 1 2 4 11 2 1353 1
3 4 5 4 1 3 4 1 8 1 385 8 1
s 62 6 s@2) + 2406( 9

Tal Yai White Tai

A B C DL DS . B C DL DS A B C DL DS
1 1 3 a 2 4afs\ 2 1 1 3 sfa 3
2 1 3|43 {s{: 4fsl2 2 1 3 5|3 3
3 1.3 3 2 : 1 sl4ls]2 3 1 3 s\a 8
a 2(4/5 4 A & ' s\3) 5 4 2462 2)

il ;
Black Tal -4
_—

A B Cc DLDS/ A ByS
4 18 B¥s @ e
2 1 3 5|3 3 2 A

,‘h -

3 1 3 s5\ag
4 2 4 84

7 | g

i iﬁ orrespondences among
PG lmmgewg ﬁﬁlﬁl 'ﬂl}lﬂ i and Red Tai,
WO the tone Boxes Al, A2=and A3 have thé same tone in
~ AR IS AN YR Yo e
and A: words have the same tones. And in a third group of languages, Tai
Mao, Tai Nila and Tai Khamti, only A2 and A3 words share the same tone.
For this third group of languages, Tai Mao, Tai Nila and Tai Khamti, A2 and
A3 words also have the same tone as B4 words. Tables 49 to 53 contain

examples which show these three types of tone correspondences: Al123-4
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whefe Al, A2, and A3 words have the same tone which is different from A4
words, A12-34 where Al and A2 have the same tone which is different
from the tone shared by A3 and A4 words, and A1-23-4 where A2, A3 and
B4 words have the same tone.

In Tables 49 to 53

orpto tone labels Al, A2, A3, etc. have

The tone numbers in_ The modern

language tone for A words have the same
tone in the mode A2 word tones are also
labeled as "1", but i then Al words then the
tone on A2 words is labelg e for Tai Mao and can be
seen in Table 50 where Similarly if A3 or A4
words have the same long8 as-eihier A A ords in the modets

languages then their tones . corresponding tone number but
if they have a tor m eitl Words then their tones

are given the nexL/a) i“‘ this can be seen in

j | ‘ |'"
Table 51 where the.fone of Tai Khidn 'leal' is di __ nt from the Tai Khiln

tone on Al thé¢ tone for 'leal is labeled as "2"

MMﬂﬂﬁﬂawﬂw5WBwnﬁ
ammmmumfmmaﬂ



Tai Mao
Tai Nia
Tai Khamti
Tai LO
Tal Yai
Tai Yuan
Tai Khin
White Tai
Black Tai
Hed Tai

Tai Mao
Tai Noa
Tai Khamti
Tai LO
Tal Yai
Tal Yuan
Tai Khin
While Tai
Black Tai

Table 49 Al Tone Correspondence

Idog"

ma
ma
ma
ma
ma
ma
ma

B N e i —y

'sweet'

wan 1

tim 1

‘cockscomb’

han
han

mwﬂuﬂawﬂﬂswswn

‘arm’

khen 1
xen 1
khen 1
xen 1
khen 1
khen 1
khe:n 1
khen 1
khen 1
khen 1

‘'salt’

ka 2
ka 2
ka 2
ka 1
ka 1
ka 1
ka 1
ks 1
kwa 1

‘iku.la 1

Qﬁ'lﬂﬁﬂ‘ifumflﬂﬂﬂ'lﬁﬂ

‘rightside’

kha 1
xa 1
kha 1
xwa 1
khwa 1
khwa 1
kwa 1
xwa 1
khwa 1
khwa 1

‘eye’
ta
ta
ta
ta
ta
ta
ta
ta
ta

T e g S I O
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Table 51 A3 Tone Correspondence

'leaf’ to fly' 'moon’ ‘gall bladder’ ‘earthworm'
Tal Mao maw 2 men 2 lan 2 li 2 lan 2
Tal Nia maw 2 men 2 lan 2 li 2 lan 2
Tai Khamti maw 2 £ li 2
Tai LO 1 bi 1 dan 1
Tal Yai li: 1 lan 1
Tai Yuan di 2 dwan 2
Tai Khin li 2 lan 2
White Tai bi 1 don 1
Black Tai bi 1 dwan 1
Red Tai bi: 1 lwan 1
‘water bufialo' ‘'road, path'
Tal Mao kaxy 3 tag 3
Tai Nia ka:y 3 taxg 3
Tai Khamti - s A kayy 3 ta:n 3
Tal LD \Fay 2 Jf"j kway 2 ta:g 2
Tai Yai | 5 kwa:y 2 tan 2
Tai Yuan ay 2 mia 2 hwan'2  khway 2 tag 2
Tai Khin fay 2. me 2gqs hen 2 kwaxy 2 ta:g 2
White Taliﬂ u ﬁ’z; Vl Emﬁwmzﬂ ‘ixwa:y 2 ta:n 2
Black Tai g y 2 n kway 2 ta:ng 2
Red Tai fay 2 dmia 2 Auwan 2 khway 2 taxg 2

ARIANNIUNA1INEIRE
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Table 53 B4 Tone Correspondence

'mother’ ‘ashes' ‘tather’ ‘easy’ ‘elder sibling’
Tai Mao me 2 taw 2 po 2 nay 2 pi 2
Tai Noa me 2 taw 2 po 2 naxy 2 pi 2
Tal Khamti me 2 po 2 naxy 2 pi 2
Tai La me 4 nayy 4 pi 4
Tai Yai me nayy 4 pi 4
Tal Yuan nay 4 pi: 4
Tai Khin nay 3 pi 3
White Tai nay 4 pi 4
Black Tai nay 4 pi 4
Red Tai nay 4 pi: 4
For the 4 show the Bl, B2 and B3

words as having the sz 34 words also have the same

tone as Bl, B2, and B3 Words — it has dy Been mentioned that the tone
for B4 words in the same as At ic- 00 A3 words in Tai Mao, Tai Niia and
Tai Khamti. In additién, the tone on B4 words is fhe/same as the tone on Cl1,

C2 and C3 words .hamti, the tone on B1,

B2, andBBwurds1 sameasthemnennﬂlwn

Ei:’ml‘ﬁ L et
AT nendY. ...

Cl, cz and C3 words as having the same tone which is always different from

The B tones are also

the tone on C4 words. As mentioned above the tone on Cl, C2 and C3 words is
the same as the tone on B4 words in Tai Yai and Red Tai. The tone on C4
words is never the same as the tone on any other LIVE syllable tone

category.
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For the DL and DS tones all of the PG languages report the
same tone on DL1, DL2, and DI.3 words and also a single tone DS 1, DS2 and
DS3 words these tones are different from the tones on DL4 and DS4 words
with the exception of Tai Khiin which reports the same tone on all DL words
and Red Tai which is reported to hav same tone on all DS words. In

d @ i do not distinguish between DL
and DS words. Tai Li and TarNi shﬂw-&tm on DL4 and DS4 words.

the lexicons of the PG -
al consonants. For all

pondence for the initial
and y. Table 54, displays these -

ten PG languages there is ! . At A
consonants ?, k, ¢, t, p, h, k v

o
-

in‘rariant COrres ._ -I:i::::=: :I:i;i_.illlkl'llirl-l-; ————— | W E PG lang“agcs
mual consonants. These
i

invariant correspondences among the PG languages are not productive for

- e R I LT

changes to differentiate the various languages but these invariant

TR TN TR IS

utilizing Li's reconsts



Table 54 Invariant Correspondence for Initial Consonants

SWT Mao Noa Khamti Lad Yai Khan ‘fr‘uan White Black Red
*ph ph f ph ph ph ph ph ph f f
*th th th th th th th th th th th
*kh kh x kh x kh kh kh kh khf kh
*sg s 5 s s 8 s
*h h h h h
*hm m m m m m
*hi | | | | 1
*hr h h h h h
*hw w w ¥ v ¥
*p P p P P P
%y t t t l L
e c c c ¢
*k k k k k
*32 ? ? ? ?
2y y Y Y Y
*b P p p p
*d t t t t
*g k{ k k k
*z s 5 8 8
*] - c c c
*m m i!... m m “ m m m m
9 7 g#a 0 0 em 9 8§ g g
< AYUYINBNINBINT
*r Qb h B - Bl b ! h h h
W, v “ — ‘ .'f v v
JRININTUARINLNAY 5
9
T Gedney (1964) reports [kh] whereas Fippinger (1970, 1989) reports

[x] as the phonetic realization of this phoneme.

Tt Poo-Israkij (1985) uses the symbol /ts/ without giving a phonetic
description of the sound it represents or how it contrasts with /c¢/.

Tt Gedney (1976) reports [n] as the phonetic realization of this

phoneme in Tai Nila.

89



Some correspondences in the modern language can be reconstructed as a

single phoneme in PT. The *? is one example. In Table 55 examples of the

{?/ are listed. Notice that all of items in Table 55 cnme: from the PT initial

consonant class 3.

Table 55 Exampl : orrespondence
Ty >

Tal Mao
Tai Nda
Tal Khamti
Tai Ld
Tai Yali
Tai Yuan
Tai Khiin
White Tai
Black Tai
Red Tai

In Table A

Im/ are given. Th “ examples of /U can be recon:

PR NATS G Y

4 tones’('ashes'

those uems with PT inftial consonantaclass 4

" back' ‘'to go out'

?o5k DL3
722k DL3
7ok DL3
7ok DL3
22k DL3
72k DL3
7ok DL3
72?7 DL3
722 DL3
72k DL3

‘chest’

2ok DS3
70k DS3

20k/?3k DS3
20k DS3
20k DS3
25k DS3
20k DS3
2ok DS3
70k DS3

¢ phonemes /U/ and
.‘ ted as coming from *i
nsonant class 2

structed with *t

wmmnmmms 1l

be reconstrm:md as coming from *m and *hm. Those items in Table 57

which have PT initial consonant class 1 tones ('dog’, 'mew' and 'cooking

pot') are reconstructed with *hm whereas those items with PT initial

consonant class 4 tones ('mother’ and 'to tie up') are reconstrucled with *m

initials.

90



Table 56 Examples of /t/ Correspondence

‘ashes' 'south, under' ‘road, path' ‘liver' ‘expose to sun’

Tal Mao ta:w B4 ta:n A4 tap Ds2 tack DL2
Tai Naa taw B4 . tap DS2 tazk DL2
Tal Khamti taw B¢ ~taw C2 Ma:n A4 tap DS2 tack DL2

Tai LO tap Ds2 tatk DL2

Tai Yai tap Ds2 tack DLZ2

Tai Yuan tap Ds2 tack DL2
Tai Khin tap DS2 tak DL2
White Tai tap Ds2 ta:? DL2
Black Tai tap Ds2 ta:? DL2
Red Tai tap Dsz2 tak DL2

spondence

‘mother’  ‘cooking pot' ‘io tie up'

Tai Mao mo C1 mat DS4

Tai Naa mo C1 mat DS4

Tai Khamti « iz mo C1 mat DS4
Tai La g: m> C1 mat DS4

Tal Yai a Al matu Bi ma C1 ma:t DsS4

Tai Yuan m> C1 mat DS4
o] L AN TN Mn'a'm ot
White Tai % ma: Al mn'l.u B1 ma C1 mat DS54

Wmﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁﬁw‘mé’ﬁ g
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In addition to the 15 initial sound correspondences cited in

the previous section, there are sound correspondences which

reflect the consistent use f d oy wemes in different languages for
cognate word sets. Theresaic e ; .. : meh we would like to consider:
1) the corresponden | bialized velar phonemes,
2) the correponde phonemes, 3) the
correspondence be he correspondence

between aspirated

mti there are no initial

consonant clusters or labialized ﬂ'*r' Table 58 shows the
#}W

correspondence of _ afid Tai Khamti with

labialized velar .v";\ the -‘-‘
uJ

fl Uﬁﬁﬂﬂ%‘%’ﬁﬁ lik

SWT Iulan Nda Khamti Y ai Khﬂn ‘r‘uan Whlto Black Red

ﬂ;]mﬂﬂﬂiﬁu SRLINEFY 5 5

Table 59 gives examples of the correspondence between velar and

labialized velar phonemes.



Table 59 Examples of Labialized Velar Correspondences

or /kh/ initials.

This

‘wide, broad' 'water buffalo' ‘deer’ 'rightside’ ‘axe’
Tai Mao ka:g C2 ka:yy A4 ka:g A2 kha A1 kha:n A1
Tal Noa ka:n C2 kayy A4 xa A1l xamn Al
Tai Khamti ka:y C2 3:) ka:g A2 kha A1 kha:n A1
Tal L0 kwa:in C2 xwa A1l xwa:nn A1l
Tai Yai AZ khwa A1
Tai Yuan khwa A1  khwa:in A1
Tai Khan kwa A1 kwa:n A1
White Tai xwa A1 khwa:n A1
Black Tai khwa A1  khwa:n A1
Red Tai khwa A1  khwa:n A1
2. Palatal , T
Among the [ lan 3 set of correspondences
between languages which’ have % initial /ch/, /s/ or /c/ and the

majority of the PG languagés

correspondence o&Eurs i Words econstructed as

B R o —— :'
Ll

Y
it b

i "
|
¥

wnitial. For White, Black

having the velar clusiers For White Tai, Black

Tai and Red Tai :Se words no longer have a velar

i1 121 e e
RSN TUTMINYIY
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Table 60 /kh/ and /ch/ Correspondence

SWT Mao Nda Khamti L@  Yai Khiin Yuan White Black Red
*kh kh x kh x kh kh kh kh kht kh
*k k k k k k k k k k k

*khl kh x kh kh ch s
*khr kh kh <ch s
*o] |k k ¢ ¢
*gr kh c c

\

-tween /ch/ or /s/, and

le/ in White, Black“andRe 4 withive i the other PG languages.

/kh/ Correspondence

| ‘lazy' ‘mortar’
Tai Mao V::—=_—_—: kha:n C4 khok DS4
Tal Nia iy 1 ] xa:n C4  xok DS4
Khamti  khay JB1 “"%han A1 Kan A4 kha:n C4 khok DS4
Tai LO xay BJ xay c1 ka n A4 xa:n C4  xok DS4
Tai Yai ﬂ n khok DS4
Yuan ﬁq ngﬂﬁﬂwalmﬁ kha:n C4 khok DS4
Tai Khin khajr B1 khay €1 khap AI ka:n A4 han C4 khok DS4
1mimmﬁm1aﬂ e
Bam cok DS4
Red T say B1 say C1 san A1l ca:n C4  cok DS4
T Gedney (1964) reports [kh] whereas Fippinger (1970, 1989) reports

[x] as the phonetic realization of this phoneme.
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3. Voiced Labial Consonant Correpondence
Among PG languages there is a correspondence between
initial /b/, /m/, and /w/. Words which in one PG language have an initial

/bl have an initial /m/ or an initial /w/ in the other PG languages. In our

data, Tai Lii, Tai Yai and Tai Yua atly have (b/ initials, Tai Mao, Tai

Khamti and Tai Nila consiste ifils and Tai Khiin, Black Tai
and Red Tai are reported ru---- a ‘ : r-w-;:-.!.r.,.-- [b] and [w] or [v]T

for these cognates. Thi -f/, / ce oecurssfor sounds which Li (1977)

reconstructs as *2b. riant correspondences.

Table §

Yuan White Black Red
b b b~v b~v

SWT Mao

*2b m m

Table 63 gives éxam #veen b/, /m/ and /w/.

<

¥

ﬂHEl’JVIEWI‘ﬁWEI’]ﬂ‘i
QW’lﬁ\ﬂﬂ‘iﬂJNW]’mmaEI

I Tai Khiln (Petsuk 1978) [b] ~ [w], Black Tai (Gedney 1964) and Red Tai
(Gedney 1964) report a variation between [b] ~ [v]. Fippingers (1970)
report a variation from fv/ to /bl for Black Tai.

95
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Table 63 Examples of /b/, /m/ and /w/ Correspondence

'leaf’ 'single man' 'to fly' 'fishhook’ 'blind’
Tal Mao maw A3 ma:w B3 men A3 met DS3 mat DL3
Tal Nia maw A3 ma:w B3 men A3 mat DL3

Tai Khamti maw A3 a:w ~ men A3 met DS3 mat DL3

Tai L@ bay A3 in A3 bot DL3
Tai Yai baw Ad. 3 bet DS3  bot DL3
Tal Yuan . \ bet DS3 ba:t DL3
Tal Khin wet DS3 wo:t DL3
White Tai bet DS3 bot DL3
Black Tai bet DS3 bot DL3

Red Tai vet DS3 ba:t DL3

jondence sets which we
aspirated stops and
fricatives in the labial and_selarpoiats iculation. This occurs in both
the labial and vel ‘. always in both
points of articulatiof T and Tai Lii (Li 1964)
are reported lo have a contrast between /kh/ and /x/ which does nol exist

¢ o Q/
o T I MBI YT TIE TR G 1o o 7o voen
‘ﬂ’have a contrast een /ph/

are reported and /f/ which does not exist

AT I A



Table 64 Aspirated Stop vs. Fricative Correspondences

SWT Mao Noa Khamti L@  Yali Khan Yuan White Black Red
*kh kh «x kh x kh kh kh kh khf kn
*x kh x kh kh kh kh x kht  kn
*ph ph f ph ph ph f f
*y ph f f I f
*v . ph f f f

Tables 66 and 67 / 7‘ se. iny ‘ correspondences.

Correspondence

Ilrml tto_ w m!
Tal Mao khen A1 khwn C1
Tal Niaa Xen A xwn C1
Tai Khamti khen A1 khwn C1
Tai La Xen A1 xwn C1
Tai Yai kha e khen A1 khwn C1
Tai Yuan khen A1 khwn C1
Tai Khan kﬁv : , : 51 khen A1 khun C1
White Tai X B1 Xew C1 Xa:m XEn A1 wn C1
Black Tai khaw 81 khew C19/ kha:m C1 hen A1 khwn C1
Red Tai ﬂuﬂ B wE%ﬁ : ﬂ hen A1 khwn C1
U
, e 8 W
ARIANNIUURTIINY 1AL
: 1 N
T Gedney (1964) reports [kh] whereas Fippinger (1970, 1989) reports

[x] as the phonetic realization of this phoneme.

Yu Sui Hong (1979) has this unit as /x/ but there is no contrast with

/kh/ in this Tai L# word list. Li (1964) reports a contrast between /kh/ and
/x/ but Williams (1986) only has this contrast for Li's dialect of Tai Li from
Cheng Tung, Yunnan.
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Table 66 Examples of /ph/ and /fl Correspondence

‘fire' 'sky' 'straw’ ‘rain’ ‘astringent’

Tai Mao phay A4 pha C4 phan A4 phon A1 pha:t DL1
Tai Noa fay A4 fa C4 fan A4 fon A1

Tai Khamti phay A4 \a €4,  phan B4 phon A1 pha:t DL1

Tal Ld fay A4 fun A1

Tai Yai phay A phon A1 pha:t DL1
Tal Yuan . ' fon A1 fa:t DL1
Tal Khin phan A1 pha:t DL
White Tai fun A1 fa:t DL
Black Tai \ v fon A1 fa:t DL
Red Tai {/ [la G o\ W\ " fa:t DL 1

In Chapter 11 wesds reconstruction of PT. We

mentioned that 'hl‘ of 4he proto language are

well understood ‘;,,- Wl among linguists on

ry

the inventory of cﬂonnn proto language. The vowel
system of PT is muchgmare of an enigma, In reviewing the 10 PG languages

- o wefl U T TITESO T P S——

cormsponden Table 67 listsgthese rr.gul vowel cnn'e

QW']ﬂﬂﬂ‘iﬂJﬂJW]'mmﬂﬂ



Table 67 Invariant Vowel Correspondence

PT Mao MNia Khamti L Yai Khin Yuan White Black Red
*j i i i i i 1 i i i i
*w w L LU L w w

*n u u u u u
¥a a a a a: a:
3 a a a a a

I .i.-‘\ econsituction of PT vowels is

the correspondence bg 1 'Yow _‘ ‘\ s ges ST languages. In
i ' fow \\\ \ '@ question of when the
vowel length distinctiogf pre; \\ nguages was first
i sides -vob ctrashve for PT. Li

distinguishes between [onglandas £y -' L his inventory of SWT

vowels for *i vs. *i:, *w © but the lack of contrastive

vowel lengthT ameng s provides evidence that

o
-

vowel length is y mch ¢ 7 period of SWT. Even
with these dil’ﬁcu]tigin ‘ ‘ of the T vowels, there are a

few vowel cunespon which can b productively used in the

e WA EJ NaIneInN3
U Ingnae

In addition to the regular vowel correspondences considered
above there are four other types of consistent vowel correspondence

among the PG which we would like to consider. These are: 1) the

T With the exception of /a/ verses /a:/ which is common among PG
languages.
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correpondance of mid vowels /e/ and /o/ with low vowels /e/ and /2 / in
OPEN syllables, 2) the correpondance of the vowel diphthongs ia, wa, and
ua, with e, ® and o. 3) the correspondance of high vowels with mid vowels

proceeding a syllable final nasal, and 4) the correspondence of /aw/ with

fayl/.

In OPEN

between the low vowels

iyariant correspondence

L vowels /e/ and /o/. Tai
wse ai

Mao, Tai Nia, and Tajgff \and /ol in OPEN syllables
for words which in“the ' ,' ogs have e/ and /o /. Table 68

shows this correspBndg c
Table 68 Low vs. $fid-Vor N Syllables
N LYuan White Black Red

.f‘ : £ € €
' 3 3 x

Table 69 srﬂuﬂatz ﬂﬂ mﬂafﬂﬁm and /e/ and

Table 70 sho@ds example of the con‘aspu ndence between /o/ and 3/ in OPEN

100
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Table 69  Examples of /e/ and /e/ Correspondence

‘'mother’ ‘old’ 'win/defeat’ ‘soak’ ‘real, genuine'
Tal Mao me B4 pe C4 ce B4 te C4
Tai Noa me B4 ke B2 pe C4 te C4
Tal Khamti me B4 ‘ ce B4 te C4
Tai La me B4 £ C4 te C4
Tai Yai me B4 e C4 ce B4 te C4
Tal Yuan ! te C4
Tai Khan ce B4 te C4
White Tai ,
Black Tai BE e 4 ceE B4 te C4
Red Tai ;
Table 70 fmples ¢ affand o strespondence
‘cast metal' ‘cooking pot'
Tal Mao lo B1 mo C1
Tai Nia mo C1
Tal Khamti [ lo B1 mo C1
Tai Lo R B4 ma Al X3 A3 ma C1
Tal Yali g2 2 I> B1 ms C1
Tai Yuan I: B1 ma C1
Tai Khan m> A1l o kh> A4 3 B1 md> C1
White Tai m B1 ms C1
Black Ta ﬂw mmwmm A
Red Tali p>: B4 kh:: A4 ma: C1

ammnimum'mmaa

2. Diphthong Correspondences

Tai Yuan and Black Tai have vowel diphthongs of the form
/ia/, /wal/ and /va/. These diphthongs correspondwith the monophthongs

lel, i3/ and /o/ in the other PG languages. Table 71 shows these

correspondences.



Table 71 Correspondence for Diphthongs /ia/, /wa/ and /ua/

Mao Nia Khamti LQ Yai Khin Yuan White Black Red

*ja e e e e e e ia e ia e
*wa = o = =l = El wa 2 wa 2
*ua o o ua o ua (V]
Tables 72 to 74 show “examples of these »ences with Black Tai and

Tai Yuan diphthon /

Table 72 J B riespondence
- \ 0

Tai Mao sen A1 khet DL 1
Tal Noa sen A1 xet DL1
Tal Khamti 3 sen A1l khet DL
Tal La e A4 sen Al xet DL1
Tai Yai \d = e A4 sen A1 khet DL1
Tal Yuan siag A1 khiat DL 1
Tai Khiin sen A1l khet DL 1
White Tal , 1 sen A1 khet DL 1
Black Tai mic A4 lia A4 niaw A1l siag A1 khiat DL 1

““’T“ﬂumwﬂmwmnf‘“”“
qmaqnimumaﬂma

'sound’ ‘a small frog'

102



Table 73  Examples of /wa/ and /a/ Correspondence

'house' ‘moon’ 'géllnw‘ ‘earthworm’
Tal Mao han A4 lan A3 lan A1 lan A3
Tal Naa han A4 lan A3 lan A1 lsn A3
Tal Khamti han A4 lag A1
Tal Ld han A4 dan A3
Tal Yai lan A3
Tai Yuan 1 dwan A3
Tal Khiin lan A3
White Tai dan A3
Black Tai dwan A3
Red Tali lwan A3
Table 74 respondence
‘beard’
Tal Mao lot DL1
Tal Nia lot DL1
Tal Khamti not DL1
Tai Li not DL1
Tai Yai not DL1
Tai Yuan hua B4 kuay Q2 nuat DL1
Tai Khin koy C2 not DL1
White Tai ﬁ
Black Tai ﬂ ‘L!EJ 1] &m:j NGNS,
"Red Tai hua A1 kuay cz nu I:I.1

Qmmmmummmaﬂ

3. Nasal Umlaut Correspondence

103

'blood’

Iat DL4
Iat DL4
nat DL4
st DL4
lat DL4
lwat DL4
lat DL4
lst DL4
lwat DL4
lwat DL4

'deat’

lok DL1
lok DL1
nok DL1
nok DL1
nok DL 1
nuak DL1
nok DL1
no? DL1
nua? DL1
nuak DL1

In Tai Lii and White Tai the PT mid vowels in syllables which

end with a nasal have been raised to high vowels.

In syllables with a final

nasal /i/ and /u/ correspond with /e/ and /o/ in the other PG languages.

Table 75 shows this correspondence.



Table 75 Nasal Umlaut Correspondence

Mao Nia Khamti Ld Yai Khin Yuan White Black Red
* | Cy e e i el e i e e

*o/Cy © o of o u o o

Correspondence for *o

'send’ 'boil’
Tal Mao son B1 tom C2
Tai Noa son B1 tom C2

Tal Khamti son B1 tom C2
Tal La sun B1 tum C2
Tai Yai son B1
Tai Yuan son B1 tom C2
Tai Khiin san B1 tom C2

White Tai =y sun B1 tum C2

Black Tai %) son B1 tom C2
Red Tai F tom c2

AutINgng
1 NENT
AAINTUARINGIAE
1 L . . - - . = - L b - —
T In Tai Khiin *¢ > € * o > 2 as part of the process of the development

of length contrast in the low vowels possibly motivated by a
monophthongization of the vowel diphthongs where: 1) *ia > e and *ua > o,
2)*e> £ and *o>> and3) *¢ > e and *> > .
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Table 77 Examples of Nasal Umlaut Correspondence for *e

Hull’ ‘needle’ 'to be' 'porcupine’ ‘cival cat'

Tai Mao tem A2 pen A2 men C1 hen A1
Tai Noa tim A2 pen A2 men C1 hen A1
Tal Khamti tem A2 = khem n A2 men C1 hen A1

Tai LO tem min C1
Tal Yai tem AZ men C1 hen A1
Tai Yuan men C1 hen A1
Tai Khin men C1 hen A1
White Tai hen A1
Black Tai men C1 hen A1
Red Tai hen A1
4. Mai-Mu

ords which are written with

3, Tai Nila, Tai Khamti, Tai Yai,

White Tai and *;;_‘-_jj: hese PT cogpates have # ;‘ ywel aw/ while in
; \X

other PG Iangunges : . f-ay/ or the vowel
¥

laf. Table 78 shaws uus cumspundenm

ﬂUEI’WIQVI?WﬁHQL %

Taljle 78 Correspondence between

Q Wﬂ AR ﬁILl um'amm ﬁ.&l plack e

Table 79 gives examples of the mai-muan correspondence. The verb 'to

give' is also included in Table 79. It is the only example noted of the vowel

/w/ corresponding with /aw/.
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Table 79 Examples of the /aw/ Correspondence

'new’ 'in, inside’ leaf’ 'big* 'to give'
Tal Mao maw B1 law A4 maw A3 yaw B1 haw C1
Tai Noa maw B1 law A4 maw A3 yaw B1 haw C1
Tai Khamti yaw B1 haw C1
Tai L yay B1 hw C1
Tal Yal yaw B1 hw C1
Tai Yuan pay B1 hw C1
Tal Khiin yay B1 hw C1
White Tai paw B1 haw C1
Black Tai paw B1 haw C1
Red Tai ya: B1 ha: C1

AULININTNEINS
ARIAATUAMINYAE



Second, we will consider those sound correpondences which seem to reflect

contact relationships or independent changes.

Five sg s pondénces are. [ound which distinguish NK
from the other PG lqa ‘ lgken as the criteria which
define a Proto-NK.  Tfieyfage1 i 2 welar stops become velar stops,
2) a tripartite split ifi t / ""'", " X of the A23 and B4 tone
boxes, 4) the low vowels el A 5 g .1|L- owels /e/ and /o/ in OPEN

syllables and 5) *?b nodérn  languages.

One hat the SWT labialized

‘ 3 iy

velar phonemes hecurqa velar stops. wel[ established SWT initial

o 4113 YL H WA

languages as w-.* and /kw-/ arg reduced to velar stops in NK. SWT

LN ey

respectively in NK. (Further examples are given in Table 59).

The fact that this reduction of labialized velar initials occurs
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consistently and only in these three PG languages’ provides strong initial
evidence for a hypothesis that NK are genetically related as a separate

division of PG languages.

Tai linguistics have utilized

differences in tone sph ation of genetic

relationships among Tai ation is based on the

/ /A \\\\
7/ e!uped from a loss of
AN

theory that tonal deve
distinction between

As dis e same tripartite split in

the A tone. Words Mo the PT class 2 initial

consonants: voiceless #nas --=_;‘_. dnd i\ 3: glottal sounds, have the
same tone and this tone®is ‘et tone of those words whose

i "
initial consonant belongs o Jfec-l “’f asonant class 1: voiceless

friction sounds off glassd eoiced sounds NG GIes iddnguage in this study Tt

; I'

has a tripartite spii =in th "| unique to these three

languages and pmﬂ{i ‘.s strong supp-un for the gmupmg of these three

il 1 Y ﬁﬂmWﬁ‘l N7
Qm&ﬁmﬂmﬁ‘ﬂﬂ B E

kha:m 'word, language' khen 'to hang'
kham to be upside down'

Barua (1964). This loss of labialized-velar clusters can be used to argue for a
connection between NK and Ahom possibly a pre-Proto-NK as Proto AHOM-
NK.  See Chapter VI for further discussion.

it Theraphan L-Thongkum (personal communication) reports that
the Al-23-4 tone split also occurs in the Tai Long dialect of Lashio,
Myanmar, and in a SWT dialect spoken in Maguan, Yunnan. An A23 and B4
tone box coalescence is not reported for these dialects but rather the
coalescence of B4 and C123. It is yet to be determined if these languages
belong to a NK grouping.
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1.3 Coalescence of A23 and B4
In addition to the unique tone split for the A tone in NK,
namely A1-23-4, there was a subsequent or perhaps simultancous

coalescence of the A2 and A3 tone boxes with the B4 tone box. In all three

of these languages words from the xgs A2, A3 and B4 have the same
tone. No other PG langual coalesce the A2, A3 and B4
:s¢_tone boxes is unique to

NK provides additionaie®ipp0 \the, hypothesis, that these three

Further 46 cE for a, N grouping may exist among

1 es the tone distinction
between the DS and DL g ;’-5 ; s ot clear. " For Tai Khamti there is
no tone distinction betwee; and DI ‘ 3 Tai Nila dialects there is
frequently no distinction bet?

T"T"'. A ZIN

gl st

and DL4 tone categories. Also

for Tai Niia, Ged b‘ infgrmants had the exact

opposite tones frofiZeach ot - ‘Wards. For Tai Niia, Yu
Tsui Nung (1979) r_gﬂs that so
Mao, there are also examples of this phgnomena as well as DL words with DS

N FTT T O YT (T T AU

DL tonme boxés in not unusual ja Tai languges further m‘yugatmn may

- R FPIAT RARAI R

catr.go es among the NK dialects.

rids ve_@pical DL tones. In Tai

1.4  Mid vs. Low Vowels in OPEN Syllables

In Chapter IV we saw a selection of vocabulary items where
NK had the vowel /e/ or /o/ but the other PG languages had /e/ or /3/. (See

Tables 69 and 70.) This correspondence occurs consistently in OPEN



syllables for words which Li (1977) reconstructs as having a PT *g¢ and *».
Examples include such well established PT cognates as 'mother’ /me/ versus
fme/, 'old' /ke/ versus /ke/, 'doctor' /ma/ versus /mo/, and 'father Ipal

versus /po/.  Although the number of examples of this particular change is

fairly small, its consistency acrgss NF cts as well as the fact that this

vowel shift is limited to NK leads us (¢ Lhis sound correspondence as a

1.5

The Lign @ g mique 1o NK. Among the

PG languages wordsfWwil] . la \ \ 1\ /bl, Iw! or /ml/. (See

u‘\\\
ges, r J;; iced vs. voiceless:

L Yai, Yuan, and White Tai
words which are proposed : ¥ n the proto language have /b/ in

Table 63.) Some B

L=

distinction for initial stéps. B Uil

the modern languages. d Red Tai are reported to

exhibit a free variatibn between | fw} or [v} a ad (BT i 426 words.T  Only in

NK are words wi ' " s ﬁ‘ Uy and without free
. | 4

variation with the p neme /m/.  For example, 'to fly' and 'leal" which are

/bin/ and / uﬁ w other PG

languages nﬂnyﬂ Il‘a he eﬂuuon nlﬁ?b > /m/ occurs
cons ﬂpgary sources
of Pﬂnguage Eamsmd}f Thuui] ore we come to a final

T "Black Tai shows fluctuation between d and 1, and between b and v,
and the degree of fluctuation varies from place to place. ... It would appear
that a sound change ... has been taking place, perhaps fﬂlﬂ}' recently .."
{Gednr.y 1964: 427). Fippingers report the same phenomena but claim that
it is a shift from v to b. Regardless of the resultant phonetic realization,
there apparently is a merging of the phonemes /b/ and /v/ in Black and
Red Tai.
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conclusion on *?b = /m/, there are several other sources of data which need

to be considered.

In several sources of data for "Shan"T, there are examples of

%2b > /m/. Li (1960) provides one example of *?b in "Shan"; 'blind’; mot DI

dialect for this form

In the cited article Li does not'giy , ce
although from Li (1943: Cappe 13 speaking of the Laihka

and Ming Nai dialects. ESEeCiti centrall / located within the Shan
States of Myanmar. Unfertigately fhli \\\ only PT cognate for *
which Li cites. cgitictailed Ay \ ded by Egerod and
Cushing. \

between [w ~ m] in the

L\

words 'village": 1 ~ min.r/, 'leal. /wayr ~

may.r/, 'mute’: /way.m ~ ~ mid.h/. Egerod's
informants come from cities™in the no: i\ portion of the Shan States.

The cities are as far opgfuFtiér north th alay. _Tai Mao is spoken in

-

the northern part 1-;;- e Shan States— - 1.,-* has been done to
determine how far south Tar N S vnﬂif the dialect boundaries

between Tai Mao andg &an were kno&g Egerod casts further doubt on the

s ) U B BRI } G o oo

Yunnan and %a:lanﬂ. Egerod's ‘fmlm 1o make dialect dwum:lmns may be
e WG Sk TG B o

ants. Mjr own informants when speaking with Central Thai speakers or

when speaking in a geo-political context will refer to themselves as Tai Yai

rather than Tai Mao. Considering this, it seems that if Egerod's informants

T The word "Shan" has been used widely by outsiders to refer to
various and sometimes different ethnic, linguistic, cultural or geopolitical

groups of people frequently although not always associated with the Shan
States in Myanmar.
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were speaking Tai Mao or even Tai Nila he may not have distinguished their
language from "Shan" and therefore the variation between [m] and [w]
which he is reporting could actually be a inter-language or dialect

variation rather than a free variation as defined by Pike (1947).

Kheun ... and the Let.. ishing 18S 4G \\- ars that Cushing is not
making much of the” |
and Tai Nila. BecadSe Lushige view ale ifferences as unimportant
for "Shan" it seéms tl an admixture of data

and/or phonological . chifirag ,{rom various: Shan languages.
s A &

Even in thelyeg poken, different

forms exist forfthe s : are
» le, to fly

interchanged ‘ > D {Cmn;&l: 7.
e S MEANENGNENG. . ...
G T

between /m/ and /w/ in *?b words, this does not contradict our hypothesis

that only in NK does PT *?b become exclusively /m/. That is *?b becomes

/m/ without a free variation with /w/ or /b/l.  There is no report of a free

variation between /m/ and /w/ in PT *?b words for NK dialects.
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In addition to the problem with "Shan" data discussed above,
there are two reported dialects of Tai Niia which show *?b > w.  Gedney's

(1976) Tai Nia from Mung Vo and Harris' (1975) Tai Niia from Van Poong
Tong have *?b > w instead of *?b > m. The villages where the speakers of

these two dialects are from seem toy bay Ic ated at the eastern edge of the NK

ere Petsuk (1978) reports the
ms possible Lo posit that

the *3b > /m/ changgesi than other Proto-NK

changes and that th he NK group were

separated from the .ofh _ als .-f: , lime hal change. In support

of the hypothesis i
in the *?b > m chang

is no reported variation
“other NK dialects wesl of

Mung Vo and Van Poog
Although her rescarch he*Tai Yai in Myanmar
regarding *?b  cognales need be- carsied out, at this point and with the

available data it ;J L6 urred as a relatively

X

I'I
f portion of the NK area had-4 ready separated [rom

L RUD T
TAWINY IEEIn gy

late change in the V

hat point in time the

dialects in the eastes



	Chapter IV Pg Language Sound Correspondences
	Tone Correspondences
	Invariant Consonant Correspondences
	Other Initial Consonant Correspondences
	Invariant Vowel Correspondences
	Other Vowel Correspondences


