Chapter [II

/¥ '\'\

gesf oLt \ nchs f the Tai family o

i - f,ﬂr ?\ \'a sl them from other

T4 7 WO\
2EIZATN TN
TR .

L]

The
languages share

languages of the S the PT voiced stop series

*b, ®*d and *g are re@lizgel in e~ s with unaspirated voiceless

stops, /p/, /U and /K/. Hafre 14 s, the PT initial consonant

clusters with either *r cp=*l-G&a tlement have been reduced (o

'

simple initial coNSEARAL PHLOREIES. oo ihoderi—rG it Zinguage has a

phoneme /r/. *r l e langhages uniformiy have a
l " kL |

correspondence herwe:? the B and DL ionc categories. In addition, the

s me ekt

geographically.

6N AT
data for PG languages. The prmntauon of the languages' phonologies will

follow the conventions presented in Chapter 1.  Additiona! information

concerning a language's phenology or the phonetic nature of a ziven

t Tai Ahom is the exccption with /r/; see Chapier Vi: Discussicn.
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phoneme can be found in the source documents cited. The PG languagesT to
be considered are: Tai Mao, Tai Khamti, Tai Niia, Tai Li, Tai Yai. Tai Yuvan, Tai

Khiin, White Tai, Black Tai, and Red Tai.

/é
- —
Tai Mag isesPCled in| thes waiga between the northern

by \\\ The Tt Mac tolei 6
. \\\ \
the Shwe!i River as

Mang Mao. Refe . beNougd as earty as Cushing's

Shan States, M}' M1

ae and their area as

1881 Shan dictionaryf Pt
t F e

__. ‘ 'y “i

;I _,ff ,ﬁ. ‘

The Tai family“1s Mivide istic groups, viz.

the Siamese, Laos" ( L in, “lai-Mou o Tai-Khe
(called Chinese-Shans _s_:; M . They extend from
the gulf offy I nc ,cm;c westwords
into Assam fafip 1881: 1).

.Fi i
W i |

Although it appears hule svnchronic 1achmmc analysis of Tai Mao has

ﬂ%'wmmw AN

s (1975) tdenupes one of Ius Tai Niia dh.lccts as Tai Mao.

w QT RTALHAATARY « -

larger fowns within the Tai Mao area.  Nam Kham is located along the

Shweli River near the Burma Road border cressing betwecn China and

Myanmar.

T The debate over whether it is more appropriate to call divergent
forms of Tai speech dialects or languages will not be iaken up here.
Throughout the word "language" is used.



Following Harris, in 1979 Linda Young collected language data
from transient Tai Mao speakers in Chiang Mai Province, Thailand. Her
speakers were originally from the towns of Nam Kham and Mu Tse. These
communities are about 30 kilometers apart on the Burmese side of the

Shweli river. Youung's collection of fma:erials includes texts, glossaries and

wordlists. In 1985 these el 'Shan Chrestomathy: _An

Introd

the largest portion ofYWOuagS texts afe from previously published sources

(possibly Chinese als0 comments that her

informant would ation sessions.  Such a

procedure could fror: the written form

on her data. James #Vlaf ikes e 1o p@ckomments on the

linguistic value of Yag pn to Young's

chrestomathy.

§ :’- elightful and

BEld bear in mind
that this work 1S5 on 10 cultura!
anthropolog . and only icidentally to li J_-ji nistics

‘o . &/ (Matisoff 1985: vii).
AUYINBNINEINT
U
Because of Matisoff's comments and my ownefeeling that sdme of Young's

AR AR BTN

generalization will be drawn from Young's work.

The professipn
challengin ST

1. Language Informants
The primary source ol information on Tai LMic 4l come from

my own fieldnotes. Since the fall of 1991 I have had the opporiunity to

4



gather oral texts and wordlists from several Tai Mao speakers living in

Bangkok. My two principle language informants are Maii Haung /maw 54/

han 24/ and Haang Seang /ha:f 54 sen 24/

Mait Haung (MH) is 45 vears oid and was born in Mu Tse, Shan

States. His family is monoli In his 45
years, MH has been out @ for three periods of time
The first was in his fc«-#vea:s he lived in the

southern part of the S

the Mu Tse area to wg permd Finally about

\ is early twenties, MH left
\

four years ago, MH ng these two periods of

time in Bangkok MF -- Central Thai. Aercording
to Thai speakers he ly strong accent. In
addition to Tai Mao a jpeak Tai YVai, but not
Burmese, Chinese wi

Hanng Seang dd_and was born in the Nam

Kham area. ShansStates He comes from o —oommbiwe | family, whose

occupation is pri i.,,l fefived and was educated in
] = .

the Tai Mao area un Il Ius enirance (o umte:suy at 20 years old. HS is the

o e AN AN INY N T o o

has been livigg outside the Tai Man area ﬁ:-r several years. Durma this time

LTV

easier to live with Tai Mao spcakers as there is not any confusion when
communicating. HS speaks Tai Yai, Burmesc and English and Las been
learning some Thai while living in Thailand.

Both HS and MH arc considered to be good speakers of Tai Mao

by the group of Tai Muo speakers in Bamgkok. Both can read and write



several scripts used for Tai Mao including the old Shan script (as in
Cushing 1888) and the script currently used for Tai Nua publications
originating from China (as presented in Young 1985). Both also have a

knowledge of the literaturc and traditional history of their ethnic group.

Figure 7 shows the (g of Nam Kham and Mu Tse and the

AULINENTNEINS
AR TUAMINYAE
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Figure 7 Map of Tai Mao Arca
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2. Tai Mao Syllable Structure
Tai Mao is a monosyllabic language with CVT and cvcT
svlilable types. We wili refer to the former as OPEN syilables, the latter as
CLOSED syllzbles.  The full consonant inventory can fill the obligatory

syllable initial consonant, but as i ical of Tai languages the syliable

nsonants. The set of syllable

itf, and 'kf. Each

syllable also has a is| noim SY¥Mabidycontrastive feature.

Tai M : ‘ o4 10he8 oh 1Y syllables. These are:
1) rising tone as in | G (92) i develas in ikau 334 T,
3) narrow fall as in /ka@ Honli ; wRlevel as in fkau 117 'old',
5) high wide fall as in i G high ievel as in /kau 35/
‘owl'. For DEAD syllables t —-P x ad set of 4 tones. These four

lones correspond | L& fand high level tones for

LIVE syllables: avadd rising “ or /lip 34 'raw'. a

mid slightly falling 1' 8 ; 106d" or :*- .s 32/: 'outside', a low

falling tone as in fhmtilf 'tums', /pagy 21 'lungs' or /mok 217 'flower',

ot v Bl B IAEI G WLEENENT 1y o

neither of the falling tones, narr@w fall or wide fall, occur g DEAD

w.@W?Mﬂ‘iﬂJﬂJ‘lﬂﬂﬂmﬂH

T As was pointed out in Chapter II a second division of syllable types
for Tai languages is LIVE versus DEAD syllables where the [crmer are OPEN
syllables plus CLOSED syllables with continuzpts as their final consonant.
DEAD syllables are those with a stop as the final consonant.

Syllable: /pha/ vs. [/phan/ vs. [/phat/

Syllable Type: OPEN CLOSED CLOSED
L1VE LIVE DEAD
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By following Gedney (1972) several intcresting points emerge
in the distribution of Tai Mao tones. Table 15 summarizes Tai Mao tone
distribution based on the PT tone categories A, B, C, DL, DS and PT initial

consonant classes. This distribution of tenes based on the author's ficld

notes agrees with that of Youngh(9585) Lut Harris (1975) reports onlv five

tones for Tai Mao.

- ' 3 1o
tones in the C tOne Do bbil ﬁ‘ﬂw same lone reducing the

total number ol tones

o-Tal Tones
G DL Ds

2. Voiceless UndSpigtad -2 ‘ 5 2 !
3. Glottal Sounds _ ..-‘..":ﬁ.!'-" 4 2/

4. Voiced-Sounds 2= Sy 2 6
Unliké¥most PG languages Tai Mao ha¥ a three way tene split
¢
. e, ﬂtﬂlﬂ?e We will see
nguages which have an
zﬁuﬁiﬁﬁ ﬂm E j ﬂﬂﬁiﬂ calegories

is not com;:letci;r consistent. There are for example DS words with DL tones

for the A

that this co

such as /mit 6/: 'knife' and /luk 6/: ‘child' and DL words with DS tones such

as ftap 4/: 'liver'.



4. Tai Mao Consonants
A phonemeic analysis of our language data shows that there
are 15 syllable initial consonants in Tai Mao. Table 16 lists these

consonants.

¥l

ai Mao has the
smallest inventory offini onghtdals. ¢k of distinction between
/n/ and /Il as well as ¢ domn 0 lafonige  lack of distinction
between aspirated stops jnc ;-» bial and velar positions, the
lack of voicing distinction "‘ ;1'”.;.4-{ e, lack of lubialized velar
phonemes (k%, .. - : - rod 4 tal cdnge nant invenlory.

' -r‘

beWwecn /n/ and /l/, when

asked how to pmn fice a word sneh as 'bird, MH -Ii sav flok DL4/

whereas HS w’lll ﬁuh. DL4/. Whefithese pronunciations, /ok DL4/

U ANY NI WG DS i o
e ﬁ"i‘ﬁ ARSI AT TV o

that m his village if you say /mok CL4/ instead of flok DL4/ pecpie wili

versus /nok

comment that you are showing oif, MH reports a similai 1esponse from
villagers when one does not palawxlize veler fricatives befcre front vowels.
Unfortunately I did not have the samic oppoitunities 1o pursue this line of

questioning with HS.
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Both MH and HS have a free variation between /x/ and /s/

before front vowels /i/ and /e/. Examples include /s¢ m 1/: 'needle’,
/set 4/: 'kind of small frog', /se 1/: 'fishnet' and /si 5 'excrement'.  There

is also an occasional free variation between /k/ and /¢/ such as in

leip 1f: 'petal.

As is typical o | Linguduet ahe syllable final consonants in

Tai Mao are limited to gl Kt ; ;gneﬂ: v and w have co-

B ‘ -
WIS L, Oy - Ty T
. %

" ‘\\\ pita’ constriction co-
occurs with the lowflevel’ g o \\. gihe high falling tone as
-t i csel Lanes, \

v

occur before y and i,

5. Tai Mao

Tai Mao of nine phonemic vowel

gvalities.  For Tai Mao, v :f'..'ﬁ’ ‘,Ef;- Tl d:stinctive only between /a/ and
- [

fa:l.  In additiomyo Jowels, Tai he giphthong /aw/ whose

distribution is u‘wf ",d these vowels.

AUBINENINYNT
QRN FU U INEN A Y

In our analysis of Tai Mao, /aw/ is considered to be a single

vowel phoneme which has a phonetic realization as a dipiiiong and with a

distribution which is limited to OPEN gvllables. In this thesis when we



speak of diphthongs we will be referring to those diphthongs which have a

more regular distribution, namely: /ia/, /wa/, and /ua/. Tai Mao's

phoneme inventory does not include these diphthongs.

Aiso a T it of Chinese Shan, our information
on Tai Niia comes primg from (wo_Sourées \.'\*\"’ (1976) and Yu Tsui

Nung (1979, R (1975) and Xiang Dao

(1990). Both sets “Wiia dialects spoken in

southwestern Yunnan - Jing Pho Autonomous

Region. Gedney's data ¢ Of Mang Ve reportedly

located in the south-southy anan Province west ol Pu-er.

e D——____ V.3
Y J
|""7

1. Tm 1.|;...-'

: d¥
Tai NIz is a monosyllabic language where cach syllablie has a
QU
for the

‘o
tone. Yu 'Iﬁ ﬂm ﬂ[ﬁl wqﬂﬁbms for Tai Niia
and the samqplslri ution of tones categories in LIVE syvliables.
, I g o o/
ﬁmgnm:gs |b||m acﬂisuibmiun is

the same. Gedney describes the Tai Niia tones as: 1) rising, 2) mid falling, 3)

high falling, 4) low level, 5) low falling with glottal constriction, and 6)
low rising with glottal constriction. As was mentioned for Tai Mao, Hurris

also records five tomes for Tai Niia resulting from the coalescing of the

T As reported in Kullavanijaya (1984).

52
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tones in the C column. In our study we will be following the tones as
presented by Gedney and Yu Tsui Nung. Table 18 shows the Tai Nia tone

distribution of Gedney.

Table 18 Tai ‘WU fod Distribution

roto-Tai Tones

DL DS
1. Friction
2. Voicel 4 1
3. Glottal
4. Voiced 2 2

Wid has several interasiing
points. Like Tai Mao, ay split of tone in the A tone: Al-
23-4 as well as the typieal Coafescing © 3.and B4 tone boxes. The

coalescence of Jl'r S .Z*:" Nung and Gedney.

As is typical of t'] , _ jat the¢ B tone and DL tone

iF |

correspond. Althnugb‘lhere is also smasr ambiguitv. Gedney states that his

two mfum:ﬂ Hﬂ"‘WW@ wga"l ﬂtﬁﬂmz on DL versus

DS words (Gédne y 1976: 65).
2. Tai Nia Consonnnts
Gedney's inventory of initial consonants for Tai Niia numbers
17 where as Yu Tsui Nung reports 16. The difference is that, like Tai Mao,
Yu Tsui Nung does not report a contrast between [n] and [1].  This reduces

their consonant inventory to 16. Another difference beiween the (wo

consonant inventories is that Yu Tsui Nung repoms /r/ whereas Gedney
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lists this phoneme as /p/. There is not a contrast between velar and palatal

nasals reported in either source. In our study we will follow Yu Tsui Nung's

consonant inventory for Tai Niia. This is shown in Tablc 19,

Table 19 Tai

,
As is i Tartamguages i ha, sylleble fisal consonants are
limited to p, t, k, m, 1 andy AMhc dW have co-occurrence
restrictions.  Only the SHal 1, . A& @ can occur before v end osly

i, e, € @, a, a:, can occughbs _f e bl&@ final glottal slop occurs with

tones which have final glot ’;,g-» NSy IC gs part of the bzsic tone.

3. Tal * 3 ‘

has a typical Ter svstem of Sne phonemic vowel

g H’mﬁﬁ W%’ﬁf B3 e aoniens

has the vo Elﬁ the diphihong

[ual éqﬁ “but ﬁ‘ﬁrm s are reﬁed by any of
mulh: s a resualt,

no other diphthongs are included in the invenlory of Tai Niia vowels. Table

20 lists these vowels.
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Table 20 Tai Niia Vowels

i (0] u

e = L+

E a 2
a:

Our inf | { Tad Khamii comes, from Harris (1976).
Harris's informant - caker from the village of
Naan Cong Kham ast Frontier Agency,
India. We will als e frefeenee \(1977).  Unfortunately
Weirdert does uot gi background of his Tai
Khamti informants nor d.ia ect which they speak.

Clément (1983) zports U Fai K spokep. in the Kachin Sate,

Myanmar. | Y

..I
(L

1. Tai Kha?b Tone

ﬁU‘El"“J PR BTG 0

has a tone. ‘Marris reports Tai li,hamu as haung five tones LIVE
A BEUN I A  1
associdles with two of his LIVE syllable tones. Weidert's distribution of tone
is identical to Harris's. Harris describes his 5 tones as 1) high level, 2) mid
failing, 3) high falling, 4) mid rising with giottal constriction, and 5) low
falling with glottal constriction. Table 21 summarizes the distribution of

tone in Tai Khamti.



Table 21 Tai Khamti Tone Distribution

Proto-Tai Initials FProtc-Tal Tones
A B c oL oS

1. Friction Sounds 1

2. Voiceless Unaspiraled | 4 1 i
3. Glottal Sound
4. Voiced 5 2 2

The has sevaral interesting

points. Unlike Mitrec way split of tone
of the A tone: Al- \ - languages, Tai Mao, Tai
Nita, and Tai Khamti Wanti aiso hes. the

coalescence of the tone Eatelnsies A3 which is typical for PG
languages which have a ‘ Lhe coalescence of Al and BI123

= - .. " ] N
is unique to TaidChamii & 1 resulis inoa five se=fathler than six tone

Il‘

Vi s
system for LIVE syliabi malages the B tonc and DL

w " & g * ¥ " " 3 -
or Tai Khamt there is no phdfiemic distinction between

= ggitenimnns
R TANLSTINNINEAY. .

Tai Khamti. Weidert's data agrees with Hamms although his phonological

tone correspond.

analysis eliminates the initial glottal stop as co-cccuring with vowel initial

T Phonetically Harris reports that *DS toncs arc “slightly raised in
pitch® (Harris 1976 114).



words. As a result Weirdert's consonant inventory is reduced frem 16 to 15,

Table 22 lists the Tai Khamti initial consonanls.

Table 22 Tai Khamti [nitial Consonants

As is
limited to p, t, k,

ble final consonanis are
have co-occurrence
restrictions.  Only th u, oS sap G8cur before ¥ and only i, e,

g, a, a: can occur befo al stop occurs with wnes

which have final glottalfcopstrietion 4 , the basic tone.

" Fy

TN

3. TaiMhamti Vowels 0 J
V. ) . ;

Harrré - re fical Tai system of nine
phonemic vowel 'ities where vowel length is*distioctive only between

fa!/ and /a:l. o has the ¥bfvel phoneme /zw/. Table 23 lists

e wﬂ’ WA NIAINEADT e v e

the central mwel lai. Words sich as 'housgs home' or 'sal@Avhich are

contly W bV Tl Ulidrd LB R <

lkw Azf by Weirdert.

57
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Table 23 Tai Khamti Vowels

i w u

- &

£ & )
&

Gad diphlbong lollowes by
/wl in the words "to_smime T dnuiieelegs These two exampies
appez. to be borrouaf b dipntliongs e peported,

we will not includg Tighph g - Ko el VRO of Tai Reemti for

this study.

(1979). Yu Ts fthe northern miest part

of Vietnam and 7T -7 lna. Chins, sod the

n‘

Tai Lﬂ S alv0 reporiealy spoken in laoy

oo PRUSANININYING = <o

SipsongbannafAuntonomous Rugmu i Yumﬁl‘ Provines, c“r.m»

TR JAY I TN N =

north eastern corner m 'wiynanmr

1. Tai Li Tone
Tai Lt is a monosyliabic tonguage where tech ¢liatie has a
tone. Tai Lii has six tones or LIVE syliables. Thuere are s zdditional three

tones on DEAD syllables which are i complementary aistribution with



LIVE syllable tones. Yu Tsui Nvng (1979) describes these tones as 1) High
level: 55, 2) high falling: 51, 3) mid rising: 35, 4) mid level 33, 3) low rising:

13, and 6) low level: 11. Table 21 summarizes the distribution of tone for Tai

Li.
Table 24
Proto-Tal Tones
DL Ds
2. Voi A AR\ S 3 1
3. Glottal ~ |
4. Voiced W Q -‘“'\\ 6 4 4
Y 7 =
The distribitiofafsnc i Lit Tollows the "Great Tone Split"
which divided the proto_La “'ﬁf -‘i distinguishing the proto
voiced initial cor§omant class from the other toitteBdsonant classes. Asg
is typical of PG lang ! _ srrespond.  Yu Tsui

Nung's Tai Lii shows malmence the DL-I- aud DS4 1 nz boxes.  Hanna's

i El”‘l“ﬁ'ﬁl‘ﬁ? WG

shows basicalfyl the same tone spllt althm:gh for Hanna, there i€ a

VL BRI N
betwee xes ceording "o.l iams's (1965) datz it is

only Hanna's Tai L# from Nain Waen village whick has this particular tone

coalescence.

59
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2. Tai Lii Consonants
Yu Tsui Nung and Xiang Dao both report the same 21 syllable
initial consonants for Tai Lii. Tai Lii syllable initial consonants are shown

in Table 25. Here and clsewhere when labialized velars are the only

discussion of the Tai¥ameonsonaif invemtorvsss contrast between /x/ and
ki is reported by Li_C@6He@bil japain according to Williams (1986) only
Li's dialect of Tai Liggffou @hshg Fung, Yiu eports this phonemic con-

~ trast. We will return & Sl 58 “d 2ldet? \ i in Tai LU in Thapter V.

" "
il | |
g i¥ |

e SUENETER A
R} STt oty

final glottal stop is contrastive for Tai Li bui gives no examples.
3. Tai Li Vowels

Tai Lii has a typical Tai system of nine phonemic vowel

qualities. Yu Tsui Nung reports that vowel length is only distinctive



6l

between /a/ and /a:/ although points out that there seems lo be a very
small inventory of words where vowel length is distinctive for other vowel
qualities. It is not clear whether the cxamples that are given are tonal
minimal pairs and or if they arc expressive forms. In either event it does

not appear that vowel length is & pé ]ariy contrastive feature for vowels

in Tai Lii other than between fal i Lii docs not have the vowel
i . vowel dipithongs. Table 26

Tai Yai

AY' ]
Also ; DWn A ®han of [Tai Luang, Tai Yai is
il “‘

spoken throughout th‘- an States, B as well os in parts of contiguous -

e BRI WHARG oo

(1985). Isrnhjs dialect ls‘fmm Mae Hung Son Pmnm:e Thailand.
- G SR TELAN A I HE B o
dictiofla ry of Shan, and Egerod's {1957) articlc on Shan phonology and
script.

Data from Cushing's dictionary was not choosen as the basis of
our analysis of Shan because it seems uncertain that Cushings daia is from

a single or even typical Shan dialect. Cushing in the introducticn of his



Shan dictionary writes that "Dialect differences exist in several localities,
but they are of no great importance. The mosi noticeable dialects arc the
Kheun .. . and the Leu .." (Cushing 188i: 6). It appears to the author that

Cushing is not making much of the distinciions between Tai Yai, Tai Mao,

Tai Khiin and Tai Lii and becayss & | jt scems that his data is likely to

contain an admixture o fhlgcical chlaracteristics (rom

ige,_where each sylable has a
tone. Five tones Mai Yai. There arc an
additional three to . be associated with LIVE
syllable tomes. Poo- 1) mic¢ rising, 2) high
rising, 3) low falling . +) mid level with glottal
constriction and 5) high fafbifier eqdy. onstriction.  Table 27

summarizes the &

Ta¥ e 2’? Tai ‘uu Tone Dlsmhun ‘

Fluﬂ ‘Vl.ﬁm’i NEINA....
QW’%@M‘WWTAVW’]M

2. Voiceless Unaspiruted

3. Glottal Sounds

4. Volced Sounds 2 4 5 4 5

The distributior ¢f tonre i Tai YVai follows the "Great Tone

Split" which divided the proto tomes inio two gronps distinguisiing the

62



proto voiced consonant class by tone from the other inilia' consonants
classes. Tai Yai shows a unique cozlescence of the C123 aud 14 tone boxes.
This coalescence reduces the total number of tones based oi. a split of the

three LIVE syllable PT tone categories from six 1o five. As is tvpical of PG

languages the B tone and DL l&n

2. Tai -""'”f’
Poo-lIsraki] L /J ; " nsonanla for Tai Yai. For

orthographic conveniey s:«’mbnri ‘5! for Poo-
Israkij's /(3/ which cog f FG languages.  (Poo-
Israkij does not offer o, [0 1S/ phoneine.y In this

thesis we have addé it clusters /kw/ and

{khw/ to the list of | as k™! an? kY besause

these labialized velar cluS ’t‘r'r“'?_f'!‘f; fognates.  Tubic 28 shows the

consonant inventory for

ﬂUEJ’J’Z]EJ?{I‘i‘WEi o °
QW']ﬂﬁﬂmNWﬂﬂmﬂﬂ

In addition to /k%/ and /kh¥/, Poo-Israkij reports six other

consonant clusters for Tai Yai. These are found only in borrowed terms. In

63



all of these initial consonant clusters the second unit must be a semivowel,

either /w/ or #}rIT. Table 29 lisis these clusters.

Table 2% Tai Yai Consonant Clusters in Borrowings

As is#yp, Tais Hnguages, e Meble final consonants are
limited to p, t, k. have co-occurrence

restrictions.  Only tughy ', € i} before ¥ and only i,

3. Tai Yai Vowelsio) o)

Tail Mai has a typical Tai system of ‘hific phonemic vowel

qualities. Vowe ‘?:}._ 44. " and /a:/. Tai Yai

also has the vowel l phoneme /2w’ BUl' s not repofléd to have any other

) L) ?:Wﬁ WY NS
PRIAATUAMINYAE

T The superscribing of the /w/ ns the second element of /X¥/ and
/kh¥/ in Table 28 is not meant io imp!' that a phonetic distinction from the
/wl as the second element in the clusters of Table 29. Rather it indicates
the distinction between borrowings and Tai cognates. The same situation is
true for Tai Khiln which also has borrowed terms with semi-vowels as the
the second element in contrast wilih PT labialized velar stops.

64
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Table 30 Tai Yai Vowels

1 w u
=]
3 a 3

Tai_Yuan

Also oy f Kdnhern dhal, endy Lamna Tlhai, Tal Yuen i
spoken in northe withiytiic speech of Chiang
Mai, Chiang Rai, n Jf Langpng R Mg I Wan Provinces. Cur

primary sources of inl Bunphan (1980) and

Rungreuangsri  (1991) @

AT

~d

here cach svilable has

a tone. Tai Yuan % mpqﬁed 1o have six iones ontMve syliables, this is true
for i some dialects have
seven tomm% ﬂﬁ m ﬁﬁ ﬁﬁ Yuan using & scale
Io in level: ) low falling: @4, 4) hgh
rau- ﬁq aﬁﬂﬁfwﬂ% m &flﬁ &lmsh Haing:

45, Tal:le 31 summarizes the distribution of toane in Tai Yuan.
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Table 31 Tai Yuan Tone Distribution

Proto-Tal |Initials Proto-Tai Tones
A =] [ DL D3

1. Friction Sounds

1
2. Voiceless Unaspirated, 3 i
3. Glottal Sounds
4. Voiced Soun 4 ]

The / B ' has severa. inleresting

points.  Unlike 23-4 tone split, Tai

"-«
Yuar has an A 1o \. spirated stops and the
glottal sounds: Al2 . 4 R @\ . 1 phonetic reaiization of

tones which fall irto L1235, cale s mcertain although in

consulting Bunphan (19 Py | appears, as is typical of PG

2. Tai _
Bunphdn (1980) and Rungruengsri ":" both report 20

a2 712 ke L)) (4102
TSN T

Tai Yuan initial consonants.
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Table 32 Tai ‘fl.um Initial Coasonants

b d
P t c kw k 7
ph th khw  kh
f g n
m 1
Eunphan_ TR G nnd i 1 (1991} reporl 10 additional

initial consonant clus loconsonant clusters the

second unit is /wi. T8 i A W, sw, lw, cw, pw, gw, yw,
and ¥w. As is typicg final consonants are
limited to p, t, k, M, | (v, \ligre idh, W have co-cccurrence

restrictions. Only . . ocerr pefere v and

only ia, i, 3, € a, a: #an (1950) hists ziotal stop

among the syllable finzl cohspmonis. — till return to this issuc when we

discuss contraslivg v

I:’

¥

Tat Yuaa s a typical Taj Y syster: of nipe phonemic vowel

qualities. ﬂﬂﬂ:ﬂl’k} vl ﬁ%@%’%ﬂq s large inventory

of PT words hu:h indicale thail;‘.thz vewels Jn! and /a:/ arcq 4P ntrastive  For
- RYFAENFEI AR IV B -
reportél by both Bunphan and Fungruengsri. The finai glattal reported
by Bunphan being a feature of wha! could otherwise be cailed a short
vowel in an OPEN syllable.  Li (1977) ia his discussion of vowel length in
Siamese, which also has at least some minimal contrast for all nine
monophthong vowels, claims that this length contrast in Siamese was

introduced secondarily. This is also most likely true for Tai Yuan and nay



even be a result of the influence of Standard Thai. Tai Yuan is not reported

to have the vowel phoneme /aw/ which many of the other PG languages

have. Tai Yuan does have the thiee typical SWT high-low vowei

diphthongs.  Table 33 lists these vowels.

Tai Khiin
Our ml’urrﬁatm B comes from Petsuk's (i978) MA
: -r‘ e
thesis for Mahidoh, " Pe! gt * Khiln is spuken in
the town and an tf_ ,‘Héf Myanmar as well as
by Tai Khiin .:' nities which“have ohaied j,, Liang Mai and Chiang

Rai Pmnncas' Thailafide, Petsuk's dawaggemnes from the Kat Huai village

e wamm N T
amamszuumaﬂma d

Tai Khiin is a monosyvllabic language where cach syliable has

cluster a

a tone. Tai Khiln has five tones on LIVE syllzbles. There are an sadditional
three tones on DEAD syllables which are in compiementary disinbulion
with the LIVE syllable tonmes. Petsuk disciibes thes: five ione: ast 1) low

rising, 2) low-mid rise (alternately mid-high rise of DEAD syilables), 3) low
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fall, 4) mid falling with glottalisation, and 5) high falling. Table 34

summarizes the distribution of tonc in Tai Khiin,

Table 34 Tai Khtn Tone Distribution

Proto-Tai nit , - Froto-Tal Tones
_— : c CL DS

1. Friction

2. \u“ok-.&lm( 71t 2
3
3. Glottal So
4. Voiced 2
Tai Khiin AcHE Gs@Biion) which is similar to 1ai Yuan,
Unlike most PG languagesh whidh—have ana tone split of A123-4 Tai Khiin

gless unaspirated sounds and the

proto glottal soungds £ ,5- B4 is unique to Tai

Khiin and results -‘-"73'- for LIVE syllables.

As is typical of PG Janguages BUIONC snd DL f6he correspond. Hartmann

(1984) working from G‘&Mﬁ's field notdd/shows a coalescing of the DS anc

D tones of bk ik s il 9

RN HUANING A Y

Petsuk reports 18 sviiable initial consonants for Tai Khiin
Her phonemes include the two labialized velar stops 7KW/ apd /KR
Petsuk also reports a free varation between [b} and [w] 2nd Seowween [d]

and [I]. This free variation is limi‘zd tc *IL rod #8d wordr whish indieates

either an influence from a Tai languasze swhich maintzins the /o/ aad /d/

phonemes for *2b and *?d words or, more likely, an ongsing, loss of the
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/bl and /d/ phonemes in Tai Khiin. The latter being more likely given that
Egerod (1959) and the Tai Khiin traditional orthographv have these
distinctions. In Table 35 we have added b (b-~w) and d (d-1) to Peisuk's

initial consonant inventory.

Table 35 Tai Khi

Wiable final consonants are

limited to p, t, k, m, @ nfy, apdiveh ¢ and'w have co-occurreace

restrictions. Only the vo -:3?’,{- := n occur before v and only 1,
e, €, a, a: can oceur befors Wi ZA &yl mal glottal stop occurs with

'
"phonetically shoftZiosmels®but—doss—ioi—appeain=bt contrastive.

Tai Kfiin has tal TOnsonant clusters which

. ll iF

are found in bon'owcg terms. These mmal consonant clusters are

e “ﬂ‘ﬁ%ﬂﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂ’]ﬂ’i

Table 36 Tai Khiin Initial Lilusters in BoreWing

ammnwwnwmaa

my

79
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3. Tai Khiin Vowels

Tai Khiin has a typical Tai system of nine phoncmic vowel

qualities. Vowel length is contrastive for [a], [€], and [2], Petsuk reports

that the length distinction in [€], and [2] resulted from the loss of the PT

sgd further in Chapter V. Tai Khiin
3‘? lists thesc vowels.

diphthongs. This process will, bt

does not have the vowel pho

O ‘, ;‘-.....:—“;.—.:“_-_-__ come from Jean
L}
M

i 3% o ,F"
Gedney's (1964) mmpamsun of White. Black and R | Tai.  White Tai is

v ‘H‘ﬁ“‘? NHITIN '"I"ﬂ JTNE

Vietnam (Cléfhent 1985). Both Dunaldsons and Gedney's dala were collected

o lhqwl of Tung Ngiz2 in n s reported Lo

have taken place at about the time of the division of North and South

Donaldson's diction 961, 1963) as well as

Vietnam in 1954.
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1. White Tai Tone
White Tai is a monosyllabic language where cach syllable has
a tone. White Tai has six tones on LIVE syllables. There are an additional

two tones on DEAD syllable: which can be associated with the LIVE syllable

5) mid rise/fall, and Gysfalbme witl ,lc—%ﬁn. Table 38
summarizes the djsy e 0 While, Tai.
Tabl

Tones

Proto-Tal
. C oL DS

. Friction S&un

w
w
L]

2. Voiceless I..I

3. Glottal Soung "f"*’ g

v
4. Voichd Sousnds -—'::5
Vi A

| o
1 14
W ¥

The d:sglhuuon of tone m White Tai follows the typical "Greatl

121l {14 ) N g

the proto vdited consonant c!ass by tone fmm other mma! consonant

ARSI AT In e
BlackqTai, for White Ta1 G ses 1o associate ione with the

A4 tone rather than the B4 tone. Speaking about thic correspondence
between B and DL tones in While Tai as compared with Black Tai, Gedney
comments that correspondance is & "mere accident" of phonctic similarity
(Gedney 1964: 425). Gedney may in fact consider any correspendence

between LIVE and DEAD svllzble iones similariv accidentzl. Regardless of
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Gedney's position it does seem possbile to associate the DL tone with B tone
in White Tai as we have for the other PG languages.
Gedney describes the DL4 tonc as "level, somewhat higher

than mid: ... with a long vowei the pilch falls siightly".  Gedney's live

' 4 somewhat higher than mid aand

- »], with a slight rise and fall ,

all at a pitch slightly . '. 964 4i9). The phonetic

syllable A4 tone is described as
glottalised". The B4 tone |
description of all th ilarity of pitch at "level,
slightly/somewhat WYg - correspondence of
DL4 with B4 rathe ilc Tai. there is no

phonemic distinctios

2. White Tall (Bnsor
Donaldson #epeg v 2 intfial consonanits in White Tai.

Gedney agrees with this inyEstors aitheligh inciudes the /?/ 2s a phoneme

which Donaldson| ok : C EMLE, Jabialized velars as
initial consonantskuf Do }:f ihe /2/ and the

| rp
h

labialized velars are ng at a tote! of 26 initial cosonants. This is the

oo ) ) 2N (1) 15, 11010 R
LB L IHTTEa Y




74

Table 39 White Ta: Initial Consonants

b d

p t c kW k ?
ph th ch khW  kh

f s x W X h
m

As is lable fina! consonanis are

limited to p, t, k, AVE CO-UCCUTTence

restrictions.  Only eelir before y and only i, e,

N
W,

€, 9, a, a. can occ gl glomsl stop is nol contrastive

phonemic vowel
qualities. Vowel ’:-_';;,

| p=rar and fa:/. White Tai
has the vowel phoneme

faw/ but 1s not reported t@dhave any other vowel

e EEIMETE NN
CLAE iRk el TR EE

e = (=]
E a 2
a:

aw



According to Gedney (1964), the ccnier of the area where

Black Tai is spoken is the city of Spa La ir northern Vietnam. Clément

(1985, Indochina data from. | )} shog Black Tai cxlending pnmanl:,-

rs located throughout
ﬁ

northern Laos. Black Tsi are Fippinger

(1970, 1989) and

1. Black

Elackr T i : ¢ languag where each syiable has

a tone. Black Tai has V There are an ndditinnull
ed with LIVE syllable tc-ne.s,
Gedney (1964) describes the Iiack ss as: 1) mid level, 2) high level,

3) high rising, #4)/\m _$ slottal constriction,

and 6) falling with" g £ Lkmarizes the

Ly

distribution of tone ,F. Black

ﬂum ﬂ&%ﬁM’Lﬂ‘i
aw"rmw'm; NI Y -

1. Friction Sounds

2. Voiceless Unaspirated 1 3 5

(]
a

3. Glottal Sounds

4. Voiced Sounds

ra
=

&
i
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The distribution of tone in Black Tai follows the typical "Great
Tone Split" which divided the proto tones into two groups distinguishing
the proto voiced initial consonant class from the other initial consonants.

As is typical of PG langnages the B tonc and DL tone correspond. Similar to

2. Black Tai @

4P // \\\~\ mi consonants in Black

Tai.  Gedney reportg#fthg

The Fipg
n but notes that there is

\ "N

fluctuation betweefl /b agd | -".74 'y nd \i- that hec is wuwncertain

of the status of /b/#Mn as phopes Sinlla®to Tai Khiin we have

added these units io t b-v) and d {d-v:LT The

inventory of Black Tai mt ::m are shown in Table 42.

ﬂUEJ’JVIEJﬂiWEK]ﬂ‘i
ammﬂimum'mmaa

As is typical of Tai languages the syllable finz! consonants

are limited to p, t, k, m, n, 0, vy, and w, where y and w have co-cccurrence

T Gedney's (1964) data from Black Tai 2nd Red Tai differs from Petsul's

(1978) data from Tai Khiin. All three jangueges show seme varizlion
between b-~v/w and d-l in PT *?b and *2d initizl words but Petsuk has
concluded that the b~w and d-l variations are [ree variations and iherefore

uses a single symbol (with a footnote) whereas Gedacy has woi drawn a
conclusion and reports the individual iicms as he secorded thenm.
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Tl

restrictions. Only the vowels: ua, wa, u, 3, 0, 3. a, a: can occur before y and
only ia, i, @, € a, a: can occur before w. A syllable final glottal stop is also
contrastive for Black Tai. Gedney writes; "In Black Tai .. all final glottal

stops have to be indicated because neither of the tones involved (DEAD

syllable tones) falls iogether with  automatically glowalised tone for the

free syllables (LIVE syllables)® (Gedney A9 450). Tabie 43 shows

iz
boo  stiip! to72

3. Black Tai
Black Tai

ualilies, the l"-‘; E—]
q V.

pine phonewnic vowel
—:.‘! cal SWT high-low
vowel diphthongs. | Now efive oply “etween fal and /a:l.

d¥

Table 44 lists these yowel

ﬂ‘LlEJ’J"ﬂEWI?WEJ’m‘i

Table 44 Blaci", Tai \Fowels

ammnmumwmaﬂ

£ a 3
a:
_ aw
ia wa ua



Clément (1985) shows Red Tai to be spoken in northwestern

Vietnam and across the border in parls of Laos between 18° and 20° N

latitude. Our source of info Fai is limited 1o Gedney (1964).
Gedney's data comes fm, iaam Naa N fize, Sam Nuea Province, Laos.
Gedney has himself ¢ BPESEEd- < & con *1% the quality of his

transcriptions. The erted is also relatively

small.
1. Red Tai
Red where each syllable has a
tone. Red Tai is reporiedsi pes o CIVE syllables. There arc an
additional two tones on DEX i — h can be assﬁciated with LIVE
syllable tones. GgdneydeSeribes the te d Tai.as: 1) rising, 2) mid

with a slight 'jgz-; bvelottal constriction, and

5) high falling wi »'glﬂ al-e ble "! ummarizes the

distribution of tone llin Red Tai.

ﬂuEJ’JVIE.WliWEJ’]ﬂﬁ

ARABINIDIANTI L

1. Friction Sounds

DS

2. Voiceless Unaspirated - 1 3 4 3
3. Glottal Sounds

4. Voiced Sounds 2 4 5 “
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Like White and Black Tai, the distribution of tone in Red Tai
follows the typical "Great Tone Split" which divided the proto tones into two
groups distinguishing the proto voiced initial consonant class from the

other initial consonants. Although unlike White and Black Tai, in Red Tai

¥ Black Tai in that the Red

his may be a result of an

2. Red Tg

Gedney nants in Red Tai. To

W\

these we have added thé Igbiali 3 el whic _ dedney also reports. Like
Black Tai, for Red Tai, @ed Y. Fepor cluation between /b/ and /v/

v

. and /d/ and /l/ such that ",,41:7: he status of /b/ and /d/ as

FE

phonemes. This ' ation i slack Tar and like we have done
AY

#is" to the phoneme
I

The initial condehas

for Black Tai and s

inventory as b (b~v dnd d (d~v).

inventory for Red

e mAIneninens
A ENIALI TN A Y
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As is typical of Tai languages the syllable final consonants

are limited to p, t, k, m, n, n, y, and w, where y and w have co-occurrence
restrictions. Only the vowels: ua, wa, 2, a, a: can occur before y and only

ia, i, €, a, a: can occur before w.

qualities as well as ¥ owel diphthongs. Vowel

length is distinctive Only ai does not have the

vowel phoneme /a 17 lists the Red Tai

vowels.

ﬂ‘UEJ’JVIEJ‘ﬂﬁWEJ’lﬂ‘i

Gkdney reports lhnl. he is ulmunmn about nddmunal vowel

~qEaY Ly

explains his system as follows: "Because the question of vowel length is
uncertain, 1 have transcribed final vowels long, as in Siamese, and

elsewhere described them as I heard them" (Gedney 1964: 444).
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