conclusions for the

classification of Tai langWage . dévclopment of proto voiced

stops as either aspirated stopss irated stops, P, in the modern

gation of SWT PG

= )

ies€ languages based on

languages, this sk seeks
languages and to “ige

4
languages to be consideredsre Tai Mao, Tai Niia, Tai

1712103134 () 11 g e
SN arR UKy

included: Tai Mao (author's field notes), Tai Khamti (Harris 1976, Weidert

b |
E
those criterion. Thev P

1977), Tai Lii (Yu Tsui Nung 1979, Williams 1986), Tai Niia (Yu Tsui Nung
1979, Gedney 1976), Tai Yai (Poo-Israkij 1985), Tai Yuan (Rungruengsri
1991, Bunphan 1980), Tai Khiin (Petsuk 1978), Black Tai (Fippinger 1989,
Gedney 1964), White Tai (Donaldson 1961,1963, Gedney 1964), and Red Tai
(Gedney 1964).



137

In creating the comparative word lists, words which have
similar or related meanings in the modern languages and which show
recgular sound correspondences are considered Tai cognates and were used

for comparison of PG languages. Part of the process of comparing cognate

words from various Iex:mns \\‘, ularizatiun of the conventions

used by the various authors in presen For the most part this
involved minor changes “use ol mbuls used. The
exception to this was The comparative purposes

of this thesis requircy used for representing

\\
| ”‘\. system based on PT tone

‘ were a number of sound

correspondences which “we Sistent fg all angua'ges. That is all PG

tones in the source dogtl
boxes: Al, A2, A3,

In the “Gna
languages used the same ph 1 sel of cognate words. These
sets of cognate -._- vere of fitile inte 5, AS sameness is not a

— __E'i:'.f .

criterion which s * . there were other

sets of sound conﬁo ords ahere different phonemes

were consistently used‘. Some of the sound correspondences were

covars I TR RN B v

Based on theLaw of the Regul?ty of Sound Changa, a dlffemnce between

~ QIRRSTUL AV T

distincfjon which has either been lost in one language or which has never
developed in the other. Other sound correspondences seem to more
probably be the result of contact relations or sporadic changes of the
languages. In the end, magnitude of evidence was a criterion in

determining the existence of a definitive relationship. Languages which
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share several sound changes were considered to contain strong evidence
for positing a separate subdivision of PG languages.
Tai Nia, Tai Mao and Tai Khamti show this type of evidence for

There are five sound correspondences

which are unique to these thiee langy: ) The SWT initial clusters
*kw, *khw, *xw which appear si oughout SWT languages as

(khw-/ and /kw-/ hav
'right-side' /khwa:/ a

sharing a common parent languq

p NK. Such words as

d /ka:g/ in NK. 2) NK
have a tripartite splii® 4, -\ er PG language in this

study has a tripartite dition to the unique Al-

Iseq \ EAT rhaps simultaneous
i} -\\- tone box. In all three

‘2, A3 and B4 have the same

23-4 tone split for N
coalescence of the A2 ay
of these languages words

tone. No other PG language it L— ,’ iied to coalesce the A and B tone

calegories. 4) *g-angd ’- ectively in OPEN

syllables while :fpr._"‘_ ges Lhes fi@ve the vowel /e/ or
3/, Examples imchﬁ ‘old", And fath@ P2 versus po. 5) *?b
initials are realized cdnsistently %}wuh /m/. Examples include 'to

' it 0 P Y] SIS PN B Sremoricnes oo

in several suuﬂes Cushing (188)) and Egerocﬂl!?ﬁ’?} report * > /m ~ w/

annoigh il bl bl ] ) Whltad awEJ o da

from various Tai dialects or languages. Because Gedney (1976) and one
dialect of Harris (1975) report *2b > /w/ instead of *?b > /m / for Tai Niia, it

is proposed that the *?b > /m/ for Proto-NK occurred later than the other

four sound correspondences and that at that time Gedney's and Harris's
dialects of Tai Niia, which are located at the eastern edge of the NK region,

were separated from the main body of Tai-NK dialects. Table 82 lists these
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correspondences which support the proposition that NK form a separate

division of PG languages.

Table 82 NK Correspondences

Ld White Black BRed
A "1-23-4  1-23 123-4  123-4  123-4 123-4
A.B A23=B4

*® k w k k w k w k w k W

*khY kh kh¥ kh% kh"

*2b m b b b~v b~v

g e € £ € €

=5 0 3 > 2 3

.\ Tai linguistics have

interpreted differences in tof&—spiit pal€ins as indicating differences in
the genetic relationshi ong Tai 1 PC _5 nguages present

three different typgs/e Waded on the

M ry
correspondence of n;I PT A tonc spitsy 15 possi I to divide the PG
languages into three ty 1) Al-23-4 @¢ in NK, 2) Al12-34 as in Tai Khiin

T mﬂ:uﬁlﬂ oAb BRIl e 7. and e

Tai. The language groupings basefl on these fape splits can glso be seen in
Tau@ﬂ'] ANTI It ll‘lﬂ']')"ﬂ&l’]ﬂ d

The PG languages contain several other sound correspond-
ences among cognate word sets but these sound correspondences, unlike
those reported for NK, do not consistently co-occur within any group of
languages and therefore are considered to be the result of contact
relationships or chance development in the languages rather than to a

shared parent language.



Table 84 summarizes the distribution of the sound
correspondences which are being attributed to language contact or

chance. These correspondences are listed in Table 83:

Table 83 Nor ,| il 4 Sound Correspondences

R4 ,-;/ 23 tone boxes
4 Gedl Lsdetone boxes

tone boxes

betweens/ph/ and /f/
LWe \\,\‘ and /x/
ja > e, *Wa 2, *ua>o0

= N e

The attributing of non-genetic factors is

largely due to the fa (he \\\.\ ‘overlap in such a way as

to present mutually exclifsi ’ a genelic subdivision. For

example, from the perspectis White Tai's common ancestor

language with Bldgkoénd Red Tai underwent a soundghange of *kl > c but
i L)

Tai Li did not "ai' g0 "1- e Tai's common
ancestor language fMih Tai Lt underwent a nasal Umlaut sound change but

€ o v .
S0 bl 03D i R e

\ |
crealing thesqln#er apping sound correspondences. he fact that
¢ |

I AT A A
eviden y ple I n m ons as well

as by their geographic locations and historical references.

140
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Table 8% Other PG Correspondences

Mao MNia Khamti Khin Yuan Yai Ld White Black Red

B.C o - = = - B4=C123 = . - Ba=C123
pat = (D4) D4 - D4 D4 D4 *
p123T - - - - Di123  DI23 DI23
*kl, etc k k k ¢ c c

N. umlaut - - umlaut  umlaut - -
x = kh - =kh) x=kh - n
ph=f ph=1 \ - - ph=l ph=Tf
*ua etc fusion lusi o/ insioh o, fusion fusion - -
*aw aw i ay aw auw C]

Figure hal Tai Niia, Tai Mao and

Tai Khamti form a sep  SWT PG languages and
the these remaining langliages  td €d based on tone splits in

the A tone.

‘ :
Proto- r PG Languages
*khw > »
TREER AL IR
?h >m KHUN-YUAN YAI-LU-WBR
Al2-34 Al234

t That is DL4 = DS4
Tt That is DL123 = DS123
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The principal difference between the classification of SWT PG

other classifications of SWT
languages is the grouping of K. (Zhambe in (1975) has grouped Shan,
Lii, Yuan and Tai Khanitivas - ag | division of SWT languages
where the opposing bs nd Red Tai. Hartmann
(1980) makes a divi AN-LU-WHITE-BLACK-
RED based on tone s does not include NK
dialects. Brown (196 PG languages in his
classification and therg would fit into his
scheme of classification similarly has not included
most of the PG Ianguﬁ : although his classification
does separate Shan [rom the K_ i Lii and White Tai and Black Tai
(Tai Noir) from (h& P

This Vm =

the work of other Haguists who have done field wé h on the various SWT

PG language xtio‘h m synchronic
description ﬁ 'ﬂ %ﬂﬂ gﬂd wuuld be carried
out on site. Th.ls is particularly ftrue for the<Fai dialects in

ARG, FUIBNAELE B

synchmmc descriptions is the tendency for researchers to name their

beeh made possible by

dialect after the village or location within which it is spoken. It is well
known that Tai speakers tend to label themselves as a people and their form
of speech based on their location or some feature thereof. Unfortunately
often there is more than one Tai dialect being spoken in a given location.

And of course this is even more likely to be true of larger towns.



In my own research with displaced Tai Mao speakers I have
seen this. Several men whom [ have had the opportunity to interview
were bom and/or raised in Nam Kham, (north) Shan States, Myanmar. Two

of these men can serve as examples. The first was born in Nam Kham but

1 and lived with "Shan" speakers
ell as in Rangoon. When

asked he insists that hg, k k Mm Tai Mao friends describe
his speech as contai 5, 'Shan® forms ©f speech and Burmese
\ iose parents are from the
former ruling class Of tk aio ‘_ 1 . “States. This man has
spent nearly all of i am \ dlways been associated
with the "urban", as @ppgfed ' agsiculiural, » nity. When in the
company of other Tai ) ¢ himself as Tai Mao but
when you get down to it : language he speaks he will
admit that his Tai is different fm the s of his Tai Mao friends. It
seems that in N r-,- Kham there ar =._' ects being spoken.

. v, X
The dialect from HE,more slian States spoken by

] — ' J
"urban” immigrants Wnd the dialect of the local population.

)21 ) L) e g
i, b Siaptt e i1 E e

personal histories. If I had met one of these two speakers 1 described above
and immediately used him as an informant on the "Tai Nam Kham" dialect,
which is how both of these men would initially describe their own speech,

I would be presenting a distorted picture of the dialect of that region.

143
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Beyond the need for accurate descriptions of Tai languages
from less accessible Tai speaking areas, there is also a need for dialect
analysis of the differences in forms of speech. @ We have already discussed

briefly the lack of clarity in the app!icalion of the terms dialect and

language to refer to Tai furm \i When in a "global" Shan frame of

mind my informants cim : N “eadllv lerstand any Tai speech from

A E15im thd H@ is easy to understand.

within Myanmar and ¢

But those same informaa ‘*H ned to the heritage of
the Tai Mao kingdom gelaym i Tai Mao friends cannot really
speak Tai Mao. The afithdis 4 ¢ - between these two
extremes but only thrgéug o s of monolingual

speakers and intellig l' slre
\ _\

One criti€ism of hat 1 have maintained a

|
distinction between Tai Niia here others such as Harris (1975)

claim that Tai Mao_is a_diall erally | would agree that Tai

Mao is a dialect ,;,"_‘—_‘ ”'::m“‘i";:n evidences for

: axﬁhc use of the same

script and shared pﬂ}v‘prbs In the end I preferred to keep my informants'

AL LRI M A e

opportunity t dlldo further, prcfem.yly on site, anal}'sls of ttu: Tai Niia

“RRIANN I EWI'YJV]EI']G d

Concerning the criteria which I have used to define Proto-NK.

claiming this as %Ea&

a few comments can be made. L-Thongkum (personal communication)

claims that there are other SWT PG languages, including the Tai Luang of
Lashio, Myanmar and a dialect spoken in Maguan County, Yunnan, which
have an A1-23-4 tone split but that these languages do not have an A23-B4

tone box coalescence. These languages have a coalescence of the B4 = Cl123



tone boxes. [If with further investigation these prove to be representative
of certain SWT PG dialects it may be that the Al-23-4 criteria for Proto-NK is
redundant and that the true defining criteria is the A23-B4 coalescence.

(Solnit(1994), including data from one of my informants, has proposed this

as an isogloss for Tai languages S, ,\“’ jin  the Tai Nila and Tai Mao areas.)

Perhaps the A1-23-4 tone 3 w0
p‘S - \:::_

a criteria for posting a node

I have alse® meénuoned e\ '- of node above Proto-NK
for Tai Ahom. Tai Ahgm Ja \\’ c merging of labialized
velar stop initials with af sop ipitigls gwhic \ aw for NK. Prof.
Prasert na Nagara (1894 ’_F at, @hif sources indicate that the
Tai Ahom migrated froff my language informants also
makes this claim saying ‘he fas o et et ‘al Ahom who desire to return to

do research in Muang ories tell them that Muang

Mao is where thefi=came from.None of these Souroe
Y, )
available to me but ] ~this would provide

documents are

J
additional support for an AHOM-NK gmupmg The addition of an AHOM-NK

= < Iy -

this sub-divigion.

ammmmumwmaﬂ
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Figure 14 Division of PG Languages: Proto-AHOM-NK

Proto-AHOM-NK
*khw > kh and

$2b > b, #72d > ("=—
*thr > hr f

(monophtho

Other SWT PG Languages

WHUN-YUAN YAI- LU-WBR
“Al2-34 Al23-4

A Y RPN TN e

can see that fhis also agrees w:th the hmlory of the m:gratmn of SWT

N AN fﬁﬂm YIRS Ta e

an ared in northwestern Vietnam the PH languages proceeding south and
west and the P languages proceeding west. In Figure 14 we see portrayed

two subgroups of the P languages, geographically west and east. The AHOM-

T Tai Ahom has monophthongization of the PT diphthongs *ia, *wa

and *ua such as: ‘wife' /mi/, tongue' /li/, 'sound' /ching/, 'frog' /khit/,
'house' /ren/, 'yellow' /leng/, 'blood' /let/, 'head' /rii/ or /ru/, 'beard’
/nut/, and ‘'deaf® /nuk/.
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NK group separated from the other PG languages first as indicated by its
west-most location and supported by its sound correspondences. Further
investigation of the vocabularies, literature and customs of the Ahom and
NK languages may provide further evidence to support a Proto-AHOM-NK

grouping.
-
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