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SAROJ KUNATANAD : VARIATION OF FORMAL ELEMENTS IN VAMPIRE FILMS
FROM 1992 TO 2012. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. PATAMAVADEE
CHARUWORN, 109 pp.

The objective of this research is to study the variation of formal elements in vampire films
and using the content of the analysis, to explore the relationship between vampire films released
between 1992 and 2012. There will be a total of 10 vampire films considered using qualitative
research, content analysis and textual analysis with interpretive analysis by the researcher. The
structure of the analysis is closely related to the form of film and considers narrative form, characters
and motif. These elements define the variation, relationship and development of contemporary
vampire films in the past two decades.

The narrative of vampire films at this time is related to mythology based on literature or
retelling the same story from a new perspective. The physical nature of a Vampire is different to
humans. They have their own traditions, culture, lifestyle and identity that are unrelated to humans
but their existence represents minorities within our own society. During the development of vampire
films they have crossed over into other genres, such as romantic, drama, action, horror and parody.
Vampire characters have also ewolved and are now, in many ways closer to that of a human. Their
lives have been simplified into a ‘normal’ life and they have taken on many of the characteristics of a
human being.

Vampire films have often relied on a certain level of background knowledge from their
audiences. Count Dracula was the prototype. When contemporary vampire films take some elements
of the prototype and create a hybrid in a different genre, the effect excites the audience with these

new characteristics, even though itis a remake or a reductive version of the classic vampire film.
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Happily (For)ever After: ConstructingConservative Youth Ideology in the
Twilight Series/ Julia Pearlman. Wesleyan University, Departmental Honors in

American Studies, (2010)

This thesis seeks to navigate the view of American culture and identity
propagated by the Twilight series. As youth literature, Twilight is positioned in a unique
role—it has the power to simultaneously transform society while being transformed by
society. In other words, Twilight, both the novels and the movie, has shaped teenage
girls’identities—young girls identify as members of “Team Jacob” or “Team Edward,” as
“Twihards,” or as teenagers in opposition to the Twilight culture. In turn, the very teens
that embody the characteristics Twilight disseminates have transformed the American
ethos to be receptive to and obsessed with everything Twilight. The phenomenon fuels
the participant while the participant fuels the phenomenon. Rejecting conceptions of
female power, sexual freedom, and racial and class equality, Twilight situates the
American teenager in a conservative ideology based on the power and superiority of the
white male. To discuss an ideology is to discuss what Marx and Engels, as quoted by
Raymond Williams, identify as “the ideal expression of the dominant material
relationships, the dominant material relationships grasped as ideas.”2 Williams further
cites Engel’'s conception of ideology as false thought precipitated by “the thinkers of a
ruling class...active conceptive ideologists.”3 More generally, ideology refers to a set of
ideas which develop from “a given set of material interests or, more broadly, from a
definite class or group...” Thus, the ideology to which | refer is the set of conservative

ideas and values that arise from Twilight’s penetration into American culture.
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first time’. As if the first meeting was endowed with an extraordinary privilege: that of being
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