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## 4180105622 : MAJOR LINGUISTICS

KEYWORD: POINT OF VIEW/DISCOURSE/WAT PHRA DHAMMAKAYA
KANJANA JAROENKIATBOWORN : RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LANGUAGE AND POINT OF VIEW
IN THAI NEWSPAPER'S COVERAGE ON WAT PHRA DHAMMAKAYA. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSIST.
PROF. KRISADAWAN HONGLADAROM. 135 pp. ISBN 974 - 346 - 177 -9

This thesis is a study of the relationship between language and point of view in Thai newspaper's
coverage on Wat Phra Dhammakaya. It is based on the idea that language is a tool for representing reality.
Linguistic choices have an influence on the nature of representation. It conveys attitudes and opinions of
language users on what they are speaking or writing. The objectives of this study are to explore which
linguistic strategies are associated with negative attitudes and to analyze the negative points that Thai
newspapers have on Wat Phra Dhammakaya. The data are news articles from 5 Thai newspapers ; Thai Rath,

Daily News, Khao Sod, Matichon and Siam Rath.

The study shows that there are 8 linguistic strategies. Four of them are semantic ones - namely
naming, presupposition manipulation, metaphor, and lexical selection. The other four are discursive strategies
consisting of epistemic modalization, interpretation, quoting other sources, and use of punctuation marks and

font sizes.

The linguistic strategies adopted in the texts project 7 negative points on Wat Phra Dhammakaya ;
cheating, trickery, being another belief group who is dangerous to mainstream Buddhism, challenging
the leader of Sanga, challenging state power, challenging the king, and engaging in a sexual scandal. In
general, Thai newspapers consider Wat Phra Dhammakaya as a group of people who is dangerous to
society and Buddhism. Wat Phra Dhammakaya is not only destroying the traditional Buddhist teaching, but

also challenging the main institutions in Thai society.

The study shows not only the relationship between language and negative viewpoint on Wat Phra
Dhammakaya, but also shows that language use ‘has strong connection ‘with ‘'social contexts and has

psychological influence on the people in a society.

Department  Linguistics Student's signature............ccccco o
Field of study Linguistics Advisor's signature...........ccccceoviiiiiiiinii

Academic year 2000
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" A basic assumption is that media texts do not merely 'mirror realities' as is sometimes
naively assumed; they constitute versions of reality in ways which depend on the social

positions and interest and objectives of those who produce them."
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HEATH'S TREACHERY

Edward Heath finally and openly walked the plank of party disloyalty last night when he led
a Tory revolt-against Mrs. Thatcher over plans to curb high rates. After years of sniping and
back-biting since he was overthrown, the former Party leader kicked over all the rules and

conventions to vote against his own Prime Minister in the Commons.

Daily Mail
PuziviieRefinviaiiudus 1w Daily Mirror, Guardian u@masviAuzsia Edward Heath And
Daily Mail  TngilannazssydibmisiAnaas@isaadnFormer Tory Premier Edward Heath

LAy The former Conservative Prime Minister, Mr. Edward Heath

HEATH HEADS 40 TORY RATE REBELS

The former Conservative Prime Minister, Mr. Edward Heath, last night led a

revolt of at least 40 Tories in the Commons.

Guardian
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