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This thesis studies the modification and consistency of principle and practice
of Japan’s ODA policy to Myanmar during the 1990s-2010s. The research applies the
“framing” approach, which IR constructivism pays attention. This research argues that
after the 2003 ODA charter was promulgated, Japan has adjusted her ODA policy by
introducing human security principle as a means to allocate her ODA to Myanmar but

the implementation of the policy is not in accordance with the new principle.

The thesis shows that before the 2003 ODA charter was provided, Japan had
the 1992 ODA charter as a guideline. But in Myanmar case, she did not carry out the
charter and gave ODA to engage with the junta and maintain her interests. Japan
framed her practice that persuaded the junta to democratize the country and
protect human rights. In 2003 new ODA charter that focused on “human security”
which advocated both freedom from fear and from want. In the case of Myanmar,
Japan only pushed the concept to justify her actions by framing that her ODA was
used to assist the people following the universal ideas. In actuality, her practice did
not g¢o along with the concept because she still contributed ODA to keep friendly

relationship with the junta in order to preserve her influence and interests.

After Myanmar’s 2010 election, Japan continuously framed her principle by
claiming that her ODA was allocated to support reform in Myanmar, while the
significance of human security was declined. In the practice, Japan unchangingly gave
her ODA to enhance the relationship with Myanmar’s new government to promote
her economic interests and to maintain the country’s influence vis-a-vis China’s

influence.
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1Ber’t Edstrom, Japan and the Myanmar Conundrum(Institute for Security and Development Policy, 2009), 134.
? Kei Nemoto, "The Japanese Perspective on Burma," Burma Debate 2, no. 4 (August/September, 1995): 22.

’ Toshihiro Kudo, "Myanmar and Japan: How Close Friends Become Estranged," IDE Discussion Paper, no. 118
(August, 2007): 3.

¢ Donald M. Seekins, "Japan’s Aid Relations with Military Regimes in Burma, 1962-1991: The Kokunaika Process,'
Asian Survey 3, no. 3 (Mar., 1992): 252.

° Edstrom, Japan and the Myanmar Conundrum, 23.
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® Mikio Oishi and Fumitaka Furuoka, "Can Japanese Aid Be an Effective Tool of Influence? Case Studies of
Cambodia and Burma," Asian Survey 43, no. 6 (2003): 898.

! Seekins, "Japan’s Aid Relations with Military Regimes in Burma, 1962-1991, 246.

¢ Edstrom, Japan and the Myanmar Conundrum, 32.

’ Suppakarn Pongyelar, "The Implications of Japanese Engagement Policy Towards Myanmar: 1988-Present," GSID
Discussion Paper, no. 159 (October, 2007): 12.
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University Press, 1994), 1.
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