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# 5686626035 : MAJOR THAI DANCE

KEYWORDS: LIGHT AND SOUND PERFORMANCE / WIANG KUM KAM
SARIYA HONGYEESIBED: CONTEMPORARY THAI DANCE IN THE LIGHT AND
SOUND PERFORMANCE: WIANG KUM KAM: WHEN WATER CONQUERED THE
UNDEFEATED KING. ADVISOR: VIJJUTA VUDHADITYA, Ph.D., 247pp.

The research found that the performing format is a harmonious combination
of performing arts and drama, employing modern technology to accompany the
description of the historical accounts of Wiang Kum Kam. The dance style is a
combination of Thai arts and culture, Western performing arts and Eastern performing
arts, presented with stage scenery depicting the places of worship. This format is
presented through performing components, consisting of the performance script, the
dance style, the performers, the costumes, the music, the stage scenery, props, light,
sound and special techniques, make-up and hairstyles that enhance the audience’s
understanding and reflect the important contexts of local history, faith in Buddhism,
beliefs in ghosts and spirits and the monarchy. The study of different education
resources demonstrates the characteristics of the alluvial low plain near the river,
which has caused floods from the past to the present and has now been developed
to become a tourist site in order to provide additional income for the people as well
as to serve as a centre of arts, music, dance, literature, architecture and paintings, all

of which are worth preserving for future generations.

Department: ~ Dance Student's Signature

Field of Study: Thai Dance Advisor's Signature
Academic Year: 2014
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PROLOGUE: THE OLD PING
Once existed a city named Kum Kam,
Prosperous and pulchritudinous.
Then the Ping shifted its course,
Kum Kam was lowered to a lore
Yet a lesson for us all.
O, ye glorious Kum Kam,
Centuries have passed,

Awaken forthwith.

The reciter gives life to the legend of Wiang Kum Kam. The Ping river reverses

its course, disclosing the ancient city by the Old Ping.
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ACT I: HARIPHUNCHAI
SCENE 1: THE SACRED FIG TREE

At an ancient community on the Old Ping, bordering Hariphunchai, the local
Lue people are worshiping the sacred fig tree they believe can fulfill all their wishes.
King Mangrai, from the Kok river, secretly meets with Ai Fa. His right-hand man and
spy, who then schedules the attack on Haripunchai. Delighted, the king makes his
prayer to the sacred tree. If this is answered, the tree will be consecrated as the

city’s tree.
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SCENE 2: THE CONQUER OF HARIPHUNCHAI
King Mangrai’s army defeats Hariphunchai, which has prospered for more than
five centuries, leaving only the main Buddha Image untouched. The King resides

there for two years and moves to a new capital.
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ACT Il: WIANG KUM KAM

SCENE 1: THE CELEBRATION OF THE NEW CAPITAL

King Mangrai asconds to power over the Ping river and establishes wiang Kum

Kam as the capital. It is river trade prospers tremendously. The King plots a war

against the foreign foes to expand the kingdom.
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SCENE 2: THE UNDEFEATED WARRIOR KING
Out of respect for King Mangrai’s mighty power, a rival king offers his
daughter, Usapayakho, as a consort. King Mangrai returns to Wiang Kum Kam with

more than 500 households of servants and craftsmen.
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SCENE 3: THE OVERFLOWING PING

Gorgeous Kum Kam is blessed with citizens and cavalries.

Fertile soil bearing abundance of food.

Ample rain and River Ping filling up to its banks.

Alas, heavenly mirth shortly livers.

Not a year has passed, our glee goes with the water.

River Ping overflows, damaging dams and breaking banks.

The sky, the rain or the wind-more we can overcome.

In feisty fights and big battles, our force prevails;

Against the mighty river, our homes submerge.

o laed

In the rainy season, the Ping river overflows and floods the city. King Mangrai

ponders relocation.
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SCENE 4: THE KINSHIP OF THE THREE KINGS

King Mangrai finds a location for the new capital and seeks advice from his
royal allies King Ramkhamhaeng of Suihothai and King Neam Muang of Phayao. They
both agree that it is better and more similar to the old tradition of highland
settlement. Unlike Wiang kum Kam, the new city is not within the direct course of

the river.
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SCENE 5: THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW CAPITAL
Amidst joyous cheers, “Nop Buri Si Nakhonphing Chiang Mai” is the new
capital of the kingdom later known as Lanna. Inundeated, Wiang Kum Kam is

downgraded to a satellite town.
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ACT Ill: THE TIMELESS TALE
SCENE 1: THE FALL OF THE FIG

eenen

Twenty years later, while Chiang Mai enjoys its rising glory, King Mangrai

occasionally stays in Wiang Kum Kam. His last visit when he recovers from an illness,

however, adds to his sadness as the sacred fig tree has died. A senior monk from

Lanna arrives with Lord Buddha’s relics and the Mahabodhi tree’s shoot.
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SCENE 2: THE RISE OF BUDDHISM
Delighted, King Mangrai pledges his support for Buddhism in the kingdom. A

celebration for Lord Buddha’s relics is held and the Mahabodhi tree is planted in
place of the sacred fig before his return to Chiang Mai.

Oh, my beloved first capital,

Witnessing your fall grieves me.

Stately shrines and handsome homes

Are now overruled by the Water,

Flooding all with agony.

Oh, my dismantled Kum kam,

We shared a mirthful memories.

Defeated, my perseverance persists.

Howbeit, | can never conquer the Water.
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SCENE 3: THE DESERTED CITY
Two centuries later, at the end of the Mangrai Dynasty, Lanna is under foreign
rule. Once a glorious sister of Chiang Mai, Wiang Kum Kam deteriorates to a deserted

city.
1 4 g zsl a
UNENY: d18UNUAYUNA

a = I ! ! Yy A Y] a N I v a & a o
- L@89999aUIUIUN LW@WQﬂ@]@J@Qﬁ@Uunm‘UﬂaQ LLﬁ\ﬂ‘V\lLi@JLﬂaEJULUUIGULVl?]U?]L@NVl ﬂ']ﬁ@ﬂ

AZUBIIN

ane o widaglvandu  wedradfuvdoiduls

anel o: DUNALAZLVATY seiinlangndifu

ane e Wola... ngamAN1Sal  LanAUILLERT weTlidiane..

- udresrzinawseiunmy @eaeniatinduiivuinlnydeieiuvneinuniseinla

LSUAISY



and o (Ta):  Hlalvid 1deseyls
ane o Uil

Y Y

ang : Inaufudnsiu
ana : gai AAuny

Y Y Y

ang o Warurhenszaely

1%

e el

- YimuANIATe YuzTuaaidgwaIWATAUINY AURTTU UAULTARNUINIRNge

Ao o

Yusnan navgnanmamilseninamindesussenenelull

intu: Touttayniienig NYULATIATIINANIE
Manuseinides [vueingns1d
pznaudunaulnrg aalanviuludiud
Yarhadrilad sulasufialudnmng

a a & o BG4 CY A é’ v Y J ‘é’ 1 A
- AUASLIBINUNTUNTSNTU mgummLLawﬂmumﬂumuwmammmalﬂuaEJ’Nazmau

QREHI
unfou: walideuais Snagnaiiuyndauneua
& 1+ A& A& o v o
M93913097IANA" aduruuls
g = Qll L [ )
VAR ETIEGIIE wsisinuly

- WA ¢ TUMENTUIALIDUUTIUNUAUNIALA

- aupsvgaawiule TuauRey vignainun TN eaEnTUNSs

ang (vo): nunamelylvy i luneaulnuiu
Ulognseiiu agnsaliu,luu,nselnu
Indu: .agN3...
Ya tg =
ARul LIBINUNY...

£

- AUASATUUITTRINTEINTURIRAgAan YNAUTINAINUNIANIEAITUAISIZan UTlARY

¥
=]

NAWL



oM

EPILOGUE: WHEN THE RIVER CHANGES ITS COURSE
A major flood and water run-off cause the Ping river to change its course.

Wiang Kum Kam is wholly covered by mud and water without any sign of its former

glory.
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And then, asean in the community on the Ping River
bordering Haripunchai the local Lua people are watching sacred a
fig tree, they believe can make through all their desired. King
Mang Rai came form the Gok river secrets re meet with Ai Fah, he
was spy on Haripunchai. Delighted, the king make pray to the
sacred tree if this is an answer the tree will become to same at

the city tree.
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